November 15, 2020
AS WE GATHER

We read today about three servants. Two were good and faithful. One was evil and
faithless. Two enter into the joy of their master. One does not. Our Lord has
entrusted us with many good and gracious gifts and sends us into the world to make
disciples and multiply the gifts we have received. Yet, it is not our own work that
leads us into the joy of our Master; rather, it is our Master’s work on our behalf.
Jesus’ saving work of death and resurrection brings us into the joy of our Master.
Regarding Holy Communion: When we gather at the Lord’s Table, the cup of
blessing we receive is a sharing in the blood of Christ; the bread we break is a sharing
in the body of Christ. We who are many are one bread and body in Christ (I Cor.
10:16-17). As a people baptized into the life of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Jesus comes to us in this holy meal to renew us individually and together in our life
of faith and following him.
Since Christian denominations have differing understandings of Holy Communion,
if you are not a member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregation and
have not communed here before, we ask that you speak with the pastor or elder
prior to communing with us the first time. Those not communing are invited to
cross their arms over their chests and approach the pastor for a blessing during
the distribution. Also, if certain factors prohibit you from partaking of regular
wine, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center circle of the tray. If you would
like to begin sharing this sacred meal with us on a regular basis, please ask the
pastor for a time of faith instruction and formation.
Liturgical Color:
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Prelude ......................................................... “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
“By Grace I’m Saved”
Welcome
Stand

Invocation Hymn ....................................... “At the Name of Jesus” #512 (1-3)

Text and tune: Public domain

Divine Service, Setting Two
Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross † may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Absolution ................................................................... page 167
P
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P
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Service of the Word
Entrance Hymn ........................................ “At the Name of Jesus” #512 (4-7)

Text and tune: Public domain

Kyrie....................................................................................................... pages 168-169

Hymn of Praise ....................................................... “This Is the Feast” page 171

Salutation and Collect of the Day ...................................................... page 172
P
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious
promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness
and grant us to live in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may
never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit

Old Testament ....................................................................... Zephaniah 1:7–16
Be silent before the Lord God!
For the day of the Lord is near;
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice
and consecrated his guests.
And on the day of the Lord’s sacrifice—
“I will punish the officials and the king’s sons
and all who array themselves in foreign attire.
On that day I will punish
everyone who leaps over the threshold,
and those who fill their master’s house
with violence and fraud.
“On that day,” declares the Lord,
“a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate,
a wail from the Second Quarter,
a loud crash from the hills.
Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!
For all the traders are no more;
all who weigh out silver are cut off.
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and I will punish the men
who are complacent,
those who say in their hearts,

‘The Lord will not do good,
nor will he do ill.’
Their goods shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.”
The great day of the Lord is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter;
the mighty man cries aloud there.
A day of wrath is that day,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.

Gradual ......................................................................................... (spoken in unison)
These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Epistle............................................................................. 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to
have anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the
Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is peace and
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon
a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers,
for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of
the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night,
and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us
be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope

of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we
might live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build one another up,
just as you are doing.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse ..................................................................................... page 173

Holy Gospel ............................................................................ Matthew 25:14–30
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.

[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went
away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them,
and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two
talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground
and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants
came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five
talents; here I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the two talents
came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made
two talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.
You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of
your master.’ He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying,
‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and

gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him,
‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed
and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money
with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with
interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For
to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from
the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless
servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.’”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

Hymn of the Day ......................................... “Take My Life and Let It Be” #783

5
Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6
Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon............................................................................................“What Will I Do?”
Stand

Nicene Creed................................................................................................. page 174
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church ................................................................................ page 175
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Lord, in Your mercy
hear our prayer.
. . . now and forever,
Amen.

Offering
Offering plates will not be passed during the service; worshipers may place their
offerings into the plate located at the entrance.

Offertory ............................................................................................................ page 176

Service of the Sacrament
Communion Liturgy ...................................................................... pages 177-178
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and beneficial . . . evermore praising You and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of
Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, . . . To You alone, O Father, be all
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................ page 179
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini .................................................................................................... page 180
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei........................................................................................................ page 180

Sit (until motioned to rise and proceed forward if going for Communion or a blessing).

Communion Distribution
Distribution of the Lord’s gifts in Holy Communion will be standing format with
Pastor near the chancel steps. Families will be released one at a time by the usher
to partake, maintaining physical distance between each family unit. Pastor and
Elders will be wearing masks and gloves. Pastor will drop the wafer into your hands,
so please cup them together and hold them chest-level. Individual plastic cups only
are being used, so if you’re not taking the non-alcoholic wine from the center, please
make sure to take from the outer circle first until all of those are gone before
reaching for the next level in. A basket to the left of the table is available for you to
place your used cup inside.

Communion Hymns .............................................................. Paula Easterwood
Stand

Post Communion Canticle ....................................................................... page 181

Post Communion Collect.......................................................................... page 183
P Let us pray. . . . .who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction ...................................................................................................... page 183
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn ................. “Saints, See the Cloud of Witnesses” #667 (4-6)

Tune: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555
Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Dismissal ........................................................................... (Bethlehem’s Mission)
P Grow in Christ,
C Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude .......................................................“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
Acknowledgements Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.

Attendance: Last Saturday: 14
Attendance Last Sunday: 42
Attendance Wednesday: 10
Total Offering: $8,395.73
Missions: $55.00
Home Use: $6,930.73
Benevolences: $1,410.00

Serving us today:
Elders/Ushers ............................................................. Brady VanWey, Jeremy VanWey
Musicians .......................................................................................... Paula Easterwood
Altar Committee..................................................... Teresa Hillsman (Chair), Lisa Gulick
Lynn Johansen, Sheree Moody
Flower Committee .................................................... Eunice Cobb (Chair), Cindy Smith
This Week’s Schedule:
Monday
9:30 a.m.
Tuesday
Wednesday
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Thursday
9:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
Friday
9:30 a.m.
Saturday
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
Sunday
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Exercise Class
Pastor’s Vacation Day
Pastor’s Vacation Day
Exercise Class
Devotional Communion Service
Warrensburg Christian School
Mission Board Meeting
Exercise Class
Trustees’ Meeting
Elders’ Meeting
Trail Blazer Workday
Worship Service
The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School-Jr. and Sr. Youth
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Daily Readings
November 15: Jeremiah 30:1–24; Matthew 26:57–75; November 16: Jeremiah
31:1–17, 23–34; Matthew 27:1–10; November 17: Jeremiah 33:1–22; Matthew
27:11–32; November 18: Jeremiah 37:1–21; Matthew 27:33–56; November 19:
Jeremiah 38:1–28; Matthew 27:57–66; November 20: Daniel 1:1–21; Matthew
28:1–20; November 21: Daniel 2:1–23; Revelation. 18:1–24.
Prayers
Our Lord’s Comforting Presence for the family of Eugene Jaeger who passed away
on Monday, November 9th. May Christ uphold his wife Maxine, her family, and all
here at Bethlehem who mourn his loss, with his daily provision and the reality of his
resurrection and life!
For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, recovering from hospitalization, and
going through rehabilitation: Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Mike Chasar,
Marion & Leona Droege, Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Roy Hillmann (Bonnie Rich’s
father) Sharon Hochsprung, Heather Jackson (Kaye Fair’s niece), Mary Johnson,
Wanda Kreisel, Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan (Nicole Clemons’ father), Kathy Marshall,
Johnny Nichol, Jaden Ring, Jim Rudy, and Paula Willis (Bonnie Rich’s friend). We
remember as well all who are dealing with COVID—19, especially the healthcare
providers who are straining to prevent, stem the spread, and treat those who are ill!
For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter,
Chance Hillsman, Logan LeBaige.
Congregational Care
Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request for
Pr. Joel, or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and needing to
talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate to call or
text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the Holy Spirit
and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be thankful
enough for the gift of each other.
Prayer Shawls are a way to comfort the grieving, provide hope to the weary, and
celebrate new life, among other things. If you know of someone who would benefit
from receiving a prayer shawl, please contact the church office.
Worship Services
Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. Masks are required at this service. You can also

watch it live on Facebook or YouTube, or go to the blchurch.com webpage and go
to the video directly from there.
Wednesday Devotional Services are 7:00 p.m. Masks are required at this service.
This service includes Holy Communion each week. We’re working our way through
well and lesser-known biblical figures by focusing on a different one each week
(through Frederick Buechner’s Peculiar Treasures).
Saturday Services are at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary once again! Masks are required
at this service. The order of worship is the shorter service of Early Evening Prayer,
like on Wednesdays. Holy Communion is observed on 1st, 3rd and 5th weekends of
the month, as has been our regular practice.
Thanksgiving Eve Service—Gather together in our sanctuary on Wednesday,
November 25 at 7:00 p.m. to ground ourselves anew in a life of gratitude.
Youth
Sunday School classes for the middle and high school grades have started back up
today. Join us on Sunday’s at 9:30 a.m. in the youth room.
Faith Discussion & Bible Study
“Advent of the Savior”—Zoom bible class for Advent will be held on the first three
Thursday in December at 7:00 p.m. Our lessons will be “To Us a Child Is Born,”
“Waiting and Hoping,” and “Nothing Is Impossible.” If you would like to join, please
contact Cindy or Rebecca if you are interested in joining this class. You will receive
materials and a link for the zoom class.
The Lutheran Witness for November is available at each entrance of the church.
This issue discusses the gifts of God in the Lord’s Supper under the theme
“Fellowship at the Table for You.”
Daily Readings are being posted each day on our Facebook page.
Upcoming Events
Blanket the County with Love—Thrivent is collecting blankets during the month of
November. These will be given to the Clothes Closet, the homeless and others in
need. If you would like to donate, please bring the blankets to the north entrance
where there will be a collection box located. New or gently used blankets will be
very much appreciated.
Poinsettias are now available to order. The deadline for ordering is November 22.
Options are red, white, pink and marble. Price for a 6” pot is $7. If you would like
something bigger for your home or BLC, they have 8” pots for $20 and 10” pots for

$25. Pick up an order form at each entrance of the church or by the mailboxes. All
checks are to be made payable to Mary Martha Guild. Leave your forms in Eunice
Cobb’s mailbox.
Exercise Group will meet on MWF at 9:30 a.m. during the week of November 16.
After that, due to the Thanksgiving Holiday, preparation for Christmas, flu season
and possible bad weather, we will not meet again until the beginning of January
2021.
Merry Widows will not meet in November or December. They will start meeting
once a month in January at Country Kitchen on the 4th Thursday of the month at
10:00 a.m. Please look for further details in January 2021.
Offerings
You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering
called “Simply Giving”. Go to our website, click on the tab, “Worship Online”.
Elders
Nathan Wittmaier (last name begins with A-E) 660-225-1165(H), 660-864-1727,
wittmaier@gmail.com
Jeff Harris (last name begins with F-H) 660-624-1571, elvis100669@yahoo.com
James Schumaker (last name begins with I-N) 660-429-3591(H), 660-864-9698,
jshoe_1@charter.net
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins O-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com

2020 Christmas Store
The year 2020 has been a struggle for everyone, but especially those who lack the
means for food security.
Information
This is the 47th year for the Christmas Store project in Warrensburg. The Christmas
Store is a joint venture between all of the churches in the city. The store works to
provide a holiday meal for individuals in need. Our customers are invited to
participate through the Food Center.
Goal
Last year 450 families were served and that number is expected to increase this
year. The goal is to serve every family needing a meal by raising $20,000. The
Christmas Store is comprised of representatives from participating churches in the
community and 100% of the donations are used to feed those in need.

Changes for 2020
This year instead of collecting food all donations will need to be in cash due to the
pandemic. The plan is to give vouchers for perishable items such as meat, dairy, and
fresh produce.
Distribution
The distribution will take place in mid-December at the First Presbyterian Church.

Donations
You can mail donations to Christmas Store 2020 c/o Shiloh Baptist Church, 212 Main
Street, Warrensburg or Donate online at www.communitymannaharvest.com and
use the Christmas Store Button.

Contact Information
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093
Our Mission
· Grow in Christ · Live in Love · Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com
Facebook: blcwarrensburg
Office Manager:
Cindy Smith
Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm
660-747-6742
officemanager@blchurch.com

Congregational Life Facilitator:
Rebecca Stewart
MTW: 8am-2pm
Thursday by appointment
clf@blchurch.com

Bookkeeper:
Teresa Hillsman
Tuesday: 3pm–6pm
Thursday by appointment
financial@blchurch.com

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions.

