November 8, 2020
Veterans’ Day Weekend
Martin Luther’s Birthday (10) & St. Martin’s Day (11)
AS WE GATHER
We hear today these words from the apostle Paul concerning everlasting life: “We
will always be with the Lord.” Our Lord makes His presence known today in His Word
and in the Lord’s Supper. You have the assurance that when Jesus returns, you will
spend everlasting life in His gracious presence.
The pottery vessels on the altar remind us that although Holy Communion is not
celebrated today, our Lord’s sacred gifts are still central to our life of faith. Holy
Communion is celebrated every 1st, 3rd, and 5th weekend (and major festivals).
Liturgical Color:
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Prelude ............................................................................... “America the Beautiful”
“Battle Hymn of the Republic”
Honoring Our Veterans ......................................................................Alan Miller
Announcements & Welcome
Gathering Hymn .......................... “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” #516

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Service of Prayer and Preaching
Opening Versicles (Common) ................................................................. page 260
P
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This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the
tents of the wicked.
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Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
Teach me Your paths.
Sanctify us in Your truth.
Your Word is truth.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle ................................................................. pages 261-262

Sit

Readings
Old Testament .................................................................................Amos 5:18-24
Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord!
Why would you have the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, and not light,
as if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
“I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
I will not look upon them.
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 70 ...................................................................................... (spoken in unison)
Make haste, O God, to deliver me!
O LORD, make haste to help me!
Let them be put to shame and confusion
who seek my life!
Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor
who desire my hurt!
Let them turn back because of their shame
who say, “Aha, Aha!”
May all who seek you
rejoice and be glad in you!
May those who love your salvation
say evermore, “God is great!”

But I am poor and needy;
hasten to me, O God!
You are my help and my deliverer;
O LORD, do not delay!

Epistle Reading ....................................................... 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with
him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound
of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one
another with these words.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Holy Gospel ............................................................................... Matthew 25:1-13
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were
wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their
lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us
and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they were
going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him
to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not
know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Hymn ................................. “The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us” #514 (1-2)

Tune and text: Public domain
Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 11000355

Responsory (Common) ............................................................................. page 263
P
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Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.

Catechism (All) ............................................................................................. page 264
Ten Commandments
C You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit

Sermon..................................................................... “What a Day! What a Night!”
Hymn of Trust ........... “Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment” #511 (1, 4)

Tune: © 1975 Stainer & Bell Ltd, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555
Text: © 1977 Moir A. J. Waters. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Prayers
Prayers ............................................................................................................ page 265
P Let us pray to the Lord,
C Lord, have mercy.
…
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Offering

Offering plates will not be passed during the service; worshipers may place their
offerings into the plate located at the entrance.

Collect of the Day .................................................................... (spoken in unison)
Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the
Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His
eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Morning Prayer....................................................................................... (page 266)
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may
please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

Blessing ........................................................................................................... page 267
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve us.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn .................................... “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” #717

Tune and text: Public domain
Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Dismissal ........................................................................... (Bethlehem’s Mission)
P Grow in Christ,
C Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude ..............................................................................“In the Sweet By and By”
“I’ll Fly Away”
Acknowledgments: Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotation are
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.

Attendance: Last Saturday: 19
Attendance Last Sunday: 40
Attendance Wednesday: 19
Total Offering: $7,125.00
Missions: $200.00
Home Use: $6,875.00
Benevolences: $50.00

Serving us today:
Elders/Ushers ................................................................ Alan Miller, Nathan Wittmaier
Musicians .......................................... Lorraine Miller, Rich Vanderburgh, Roy Schache
Altar Committee..................................................... Teresa Hillsman (Chair), Lisa Gulick
Lynn Johansen, Sheree Moody
Flower Committee .................................................... Eunice Cobb (Chair), Cindy Smith
This Week’s Schedule:
Today
12:00 p.m.
Monday
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Tuesday
7:00 p.m.

Annual Meeting
Exercise Class
Mary Martha Guild Meeting
Church Council Meeting

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Exercise Class
Devotional Communion Service
Warrensburg Christian School Bible Time & Chapel
Exercise Class
Holy Communion
The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
Jr. and Sr. Youth Sunday School
Daily Readings

November 8: Jeremiah 20:1–18; Matthew 24:29–51; November 9: Jeremiah 22:1–
23; Matthew 25:1–13; November 10: Jeremiah 23:1–20; Matthew 25:14–30;
November 11: Jeremiah 23:21–40; Matthew 25:31–46; November 12: Jeremiah
25:1–18; Matthew 26:1–19; November 13: Jeremiah 26:1–19; Matthew 26:20–35;
November 14: Jeremiah 29:1–19; Matthew 26:36–56.
Prayers
Our Lord’s Comforting Presence for the family of Jeff Harris, whose mother Norine
Harris died on November 3rd. May Christ uphold Jeff, his family, and all here at
Bethlehem who mourn her loss, with his daily provision and the reality of his
resurrection and life!
For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, recovering from hospitalization, and
going through rehabilitation: Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Marion & Leona
Droege, Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Roy Hillmann (Bonnie Rich’s father) Sharon
Hochsprung, Heather Jackson (Kaye Fair’s niece), Eugene Jaeger, Mary Johnson,
Wanda Kreisel, Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan (Nicole Clemons’ father), Kathy Marshall,
Johnny Nichol, Jaden Ring, Jim Rudy, and Paula Willis (Bonnie Rich’s friend). We
remember as well all who are dealing with COVID—19, especially the healthcare
providers who are straining to prevent, stem the spread, and treat those who are ill!
For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter,
Chance Hillsman, Logan LeBaige.
Congregational Care
Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request for
Pr. Joel, or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and needing to

talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate to call or
text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the Holy Spirit
and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be thankful
enough for the gift of each other.
Worship Services & Special Events
Annual Meeting—Today at 12:00 p.m. we will be holding our annual meeting in the
Fellowship Hall. If you are attending from home, please make sure you read the
online details in the email that was sent out on Thursday, November 5.
Sunday School classes for the middle and high school grades have started back up
today. Join us on Sunday’s at 9:30 a.m. in the youth room.
Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. Masks are required at this service. You can also
watch it live on Facebook or YouTube, or go to the blchurch.com webpage and go
to the video directly from there.
Wednesday Devotional Services are 7:00 p.m. Masks are required at this service.
This service includes Holy Communion each week. We’re working our way through
well and lesser-known biblical figures by focusing on a different one each week
(through Frederick Buechner’s Peculiar Treasures).
Saturday Services are at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary once again! Masks are required
at this service. The order of worship is the shorter service of Early Evening Prayer,
like on Wednesdays. Holy Communion is observed on 1st, 3rd and 5th weekends of
the month, as has been our regular practice.
Upcoming Events
Mary Martha Guild will meet on Monday, November 9 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. Rebecca Holland will be our guest speaker and will be guiding us
through a painting class!
Blanket the County with Love—Thrivent will be collecting blankets during the
month of November. These will be given to the Clothes Closet, the homeless and
others in need. If you would like to donate, please bring the blankets to the north
entrance where there will be a collection box located. New or gently used blankets
will be very much appreciated. Thank you.
Poinsettias are now available to order. The deadline for ordering is November 22.
Options are red, white, pink and marble. Price for a 6” pot is $7. If you would like
something bigger for your home or BLC, they have 8” pots for $20 and 10” pots for
$25. Pick up an order form at each entrance of the church or by the mailboxes. All
checks are to be made payable to Mary Martha Guild. Leave your forms in Eunice
Cobb’s mailbox.

Faith Discussion & Bible Study
The Lutheran Witness for November is available at each entrance of the church.
This issue discusses the gifts of God in the Lord’s Supper under the theme
“Fellowship at the Table for You.”
Daily Readings are being posted each day on our Facebook page.
Offerings
You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering
called “Simply Giving”. Go to our website, click on the tab in the center that says
“Worship Online”.
Elders
Nathan Wittmaier (last name begins with A-E) 660-225-1165(H), 660-864-1727,
wittmaier@gmail.com
Jeff Harris (last name begins with F-H) 660-624-1571, elvis100669@yahoo.com
James Schumaker (last name begins with I-N) 660-429-3591(H), 660-864-9698,
jshoe_1@charter.net
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins O-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com

VETERANS
Randy Alewel
Charlie Becker
Chuck Becker
Bill Brasel
Robert Compton
Charles Fair
Martha
Friedmeyer
Jerry Harding
Jeff Harris
Ralph Hein

Peggy Hoyer
Penny Humphrey
Bob Johansen
Charles Keseman
Marty Lehn
Richard Luehrman
Lloyd McCarter
Alan Miller
Gary Moege
Johnny Nichol
Brian Poese

Doug Reith
Billi Riese
Ronald Rode
James Rudy
James Schumaker
Stewart Skaar
Benjamin Smith
Larry Smith
Denniss Spanton
Melvin Theroff
Rich Vanderburgh

THOSE WHO ARE CURRENTLY SERVING
Andy Burden, Chance Hillsman, Ethan Hillsman, Ken Pederson

Contact Information
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093
Our Mission
· Grow in Christ · Live in Love · Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com
Facebook: blcwarrensburg
Office Manager:
Cindy Smith
Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm
660-747-6742
officemanager@blchurch.com

Congregational Life Facilitator:
Rebecca Stewart
MTW: 8am-2pm
Thursday by appointment
clf@blchurch.com

Bookkeeper:
Teresa Hillsman
Tuesday: 3pm–6pm
Thursday by appointment
financial@blchurch.com

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions.

