November 1, 2020
AS WE GATHER

At Christmas is sung “God rest you merry, gentlemen,” with “tidings of comfort and
joy.” Those tidings were made because our Lord had entered human history. We
will finally realize those tidings for ourselves when we join the saints in eternal glory,
they who are seen in the vision we will read from Revelation. In the meantime, in
these mean times, we rely on hope to get us through each day, as St. Paul writes in
the Epistle. That hope is based on our being God’s adopted children, brothers and
sisters of our risen Lord Jesus. It is both comforting and joyful, no matter our
circumstances. As Jesus proclaims in the Gospel’s Beatitudes, people with such hope
are blessed indeed!
Regarding Holy Communion: When we gather at the Lord’s Table, the cup of
blessing we receive is a sharing in the blood of Christ; the bread we break is a sharing
in the body of Christ. We who are many are one bread and body in Christ (I Cor.
10:16-17). As a people baptized into the life of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Jesus comes to us in this holy meal to renew us individually and together in our life
of faith and following him.
Since Christian denominations have differing understandings of Holy Communion,
if you are not a member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregation and
have not communed here before, we ask that you speak with the pastor or elder
prior to communing with us the first time. Those not communing are invited to
cross their arms over their chests and approach the pastor for a blessing during
the distribution. Also, if certain factors prohibit you from partaking of regular
wine, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center circle of the tray. If you would
like to begin sharing this sacred meal with us on a regular basis, please ask the
pastor for a time of faith instruction and formation.
Liturgical Color:
White is the color of purity and is associated with festivals of Christ and his Church.
ALLHALLOWMAS TRIDUUM (from Steve Bell’s Pilgrim Year)
Every year, the Western Church sets aside three days (in Latin: triduum) to
remember the dead and commemorate the communion of saints—the holy (hallowed)

ones. These days are All Hallows’ Eve, All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day.
During this time, we recall with humility and deep gratitude that others have gone
before us on whose shoulders we now stand; the faith we profess is inherited and comes
to us as a gift from generation after generation of faithful souls who persevered in love so
we might do the same. We also reflect on the mystery of death as passage to a greater,
verdant life, and we ponder with awe the mystery of our communion in Christ. That
communion assures us that those who have already made the passage are ever-present
to us, and we to them.
The first Christians instinctively remembered and celebrated the heroes of the faith.
Those heroes were the early saints whose lives and deaths were uniquely graced to give
witness to the love of God. They energized and re-energized faith and courage in others,
especially in those early dark days when fidelity to Christ often cost a person their life.
Martyrs, in particular, were remembered annually on the day of their deaths, which
became yearly festivals. Over time there became too many martyrs for each to have their
own day, so in the early sixth century a single day—All Saints’ Day, or Hallowmas, with its
accompanying vigil, All Hallows’ Eve (Halloween)—was established to celebrate them all.
Later in the eleventh century, a third day was added to commemorate not just the martyrs,
but all the faithful departed with whom we are eternally united in Christ….
By attending mindfully to the Allhallowmas Triduum, we may reanimate our gospel
joy and courage for living in death’s shadow. And it is indeed a mere shadow—a phantom
of no substance in the light of Christ’s death-conquering love and the witness of his saints.

Prelude ....................................................... Lorraine Miller, Rich Vanderburgh
Welcome
Stand

Invocation Hymn ............................................. “For All the Saints” #677 (1, 2)

Tune and text: Public domain

Divine Service, Setting Two
Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross † may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Absolution ................................................................... page 167
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
Entrance Hymn .............................................. “For All the Saints” #677 (3, 4)
Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Kyrie....................................................................................................... pages 168-169

Hymn of Praise ............................................................. “This Is the Feast” p. 171

Text and tune: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day ...................................................... page 172
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people of all
times and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son,
Jesus Christ. Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and
godly living that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys
You have prepared for those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

First Reading ........................................................................... Revelation 7:2-17
Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal
of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been
given power to harm earth and sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or
the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” And I
heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of
Israel:
12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed,
12,000 from the tribe of Reuben,
12,000 from the tribe of Gad,
12,000 from the tribe of Asher,
12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali,
12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,

12,000 from the tribe of Simeon,
12,000 from the tribe of Levi,
12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,
12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun,
12,000 from the tribe of Joseph,
12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed.
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne
and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever
and ever! Amen.”
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in
white robes, and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And
he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
“Therefore they are before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
the sun shall not strike them,
nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of living water,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual ......................................................................................... (spoken in unison)
These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Epistle.......................................................................................................1 John 3:1-3
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that
it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies
himself as he is pure.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse ..................................................................................... page 173

Holy Gospel .................................................................................. Matthew 5:1-12
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.

Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down,
his disciples came to him.
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

Hymn of the Day ............................................ “For All the Saints” #677 (5, 6)
And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sermon................................................................................“Every Grain of Wheat”
Stand

All Saints’ Remembrance
(A candle will be lit for each of the two members of our church family who left the
assembly of the saints below for the saints above between today and last All Saints’
Day—Joe Sloan and Delores Christianson—plus one for the people we call to mind
from our other circles in life, one for all who’ve died of COVID, and one for all of the
healthcare workers who’ve died tending to the sick during this pandemic.)

Nicene Creed................................................................................................. page 174
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church ................................................................................ page 175
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Lord, in Your mercy
hear our prayer.
. . . now and forever,
Amen.

Offering
Offering plates will not be passed during the service; worshipers may place their
offerings into the plate located at the entrance.

Offertory ............................................................................................................ page 176

Service of the Sacrament
Communion Liturgy ...................................................................... pages 177-178
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and beneficial . . . evermore praising You and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of
Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, . . . To You alone, O Father, be all
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................ page 179
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini .................................................................................................... page 180
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei........................................................................................................ page 180

Sit (until motioned to rise and proceed forward if going for Communion or a blessing).

Communion Distribution
Distribution of the Lord’s gifts in Holy Communion will be standing format with
Pastor near the chancel steps. Families will be released one at a time by the usher
to partake, maintaining physical distance between each family unit. Pastor and
Elders will be wearing masks and gloves. Pastor will drop the wafer into your hands,
so please cup them together and hold them chest-level. Individual plastic cups only
are being used, so if you’re not taking the non-alcoholic wine from the center, please
make sure to take from the outer circle first until all of those are gone before
reaching for the next level in. A basket to the left of the table is available for you to
place your used cup inside.

Communion Hymns ..........................“What Wondrous Love Is This” #543
“The Lamb” #547
“Seek Where You May to Find a Way” #557
Stand

Post Communion Canticle ....................................................................... page 181

Post Communion Collect.......................................................................... page 183
P Let us pray. . . . .who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction ...................................................................................................... page 183
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn ................................................. “For All the Saints” #677 (7, 8)
But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Text: Public domain

Dismissal ........................................................................... (Bethlehem’s Mission)
P Grow in Christ,
C Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude ..................................................... Lorraine Miller, Rich Vanderburgh
Acknowledgements Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are
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Attendance: Last Saturday: 7
Attendance Last Sunday: 36
Attendance Wednesday: 15
Total Offering: $2,045.00
Missions: $0.00
Home Use: $1,280.00
Benevolences: $765.00

Serving us today:
Elders/Ushers ........................................................Jeremy VanWey, Nathan Wittmaier
Musicians ................................................................ Lorraine Miller, Rich Vanderburgh
Altar Committee..................................................... Teresa Hillsman (Chair), Lisa Gulick
Lynn Johansen, Sheree Moody
Flower Committee .................................................... Eunice Cobb (Chair), Cindy Smith
This Week’s Schedule:
Monday
9:30 a.m.
Tuesday
Wednesday 9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Thursday
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Friday
9:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
Saturday
5:30 p.m.
Sunday
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Exercise Class
Pastor taking vacation day
Exercise Class
Devotional Communion Service
Warrensburg Christian School Bible Time and Chapel
Zoom Bible Study—“Great Women of the Bible”
Exercise Class
Manna Harvest
Worship Service
The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
10:00 a.m. Thrivent Meeting
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
12:00 p.m. Annual Meeting
Daily Readings

November 1: Deuteronomy 34:1–12; Matthew 21:1–22; November 2: Jeremiah
1:1–19; Matthew 21:23–46; November 3: Jeremiah 3:6–4:2; Matthew 22:1–22;
November 4: Jeremiah 5:1–19; Matthew 22:23–46; November 5: Jeremiah 7:1–29;
Matthew 23:1–12; November 6: Jeremiah 8:18–9:12; Matthew 23:13–39;
November 7: Jeremiah 11:1–23; Matthew 24:1–28.
Prayers
For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, recovering from hospitalization, and

going through rehabilitation: Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Marion & Leona
Droege, Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Roy Hillmann (Bonnie Rich’s father) Sharon
Hochsprung, Heather Jackson (Kaye Fair’s niece), Eugene Jaeger, Mary Johnson,
Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan (Nicole Clemons’ father), Kathy Marshall, Johnny Nichol,
Jaden Ring, Jim Rudy, and Paula Willis (Bonnie Rich’s friend). We remember as well
all who are dealing with COVID—19, especially the healthcare providers who are
straining to prevent, stem the spread, and treat those who are ill!
For those rejoicing in the birth of children, especially Dr. Layton and Alexia Gray on
the birth of their new son. Much joy and goodness in the Lord!
For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter,
Chance Hillsman, Logan LeBaige.
Congregational Care
Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request for
Pr. Joel, or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and needing to
talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate to call or
text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the Holy Spirit
and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be thankful
enough for the gift of each other.
Much gratitude to members of the Bethlehem family for the extra words and signs
of appreciation this month! I am humbled to serve you and am deeply thankful for
your kindness and consideration.
Fellowship invites you to grab a goody bag on the way out of church today. If you
know of a homebound member that you can deliver one to please take one to share
with them also. Thank you to all the Fellowship members who helped get these
together for the weekend.
Worship Services & Special Events
Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. Masks are required at this service. You can also
watch it live on Facebook or YouTube, or go to the blchurch.com webpage and go
to the video directly from there.
Wednesday Devotional Services are 7:00 p.m. Masks are required at this service.
This service includes Holy Communion each week. We’re working our way through
well and lesser-known biblical figures by focusing on a different one each week
(through Frederick Buechner’s Peculiar Treasures).

Saturday Services are at 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary, once again, in November and
beyond! Masks are required at this service. This will be the shorter service of Early
Evening Prayer, like on Wednesdays. Communion will be observed on 1st, 3rd and 5th
weekends of the month, as has been our regular practice.
Upcoming Events
Annual Meeting—Bethlehem’s Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, November
8, 2020 at 12:00 p.m. Join us in the Fellowship Hall or online via Zoom. For more
information, refer to documents sent out in the Thursday, October 22 email or you
may pick up a hard copy at each entrance of the church.
Thrivent Meeting—Thrivent will have a short meeting on Sunday, November 8, at
10:00 a.m., right before service in the conference room. We need to distribute Angel
Tree assignments and schedule additional activities for November and December. If
you cannot attend the November 8 meeting but would like to shop for one or two
children on our Angel Tree list, please let Judy Schache know before November
8. You don't have to be a Thrivent member to participate in this project. Our
Thrivent budget provides $100 for each of the 10 children assigned to us.
Blanket the County with Love—One again, Thrivent will be collecting blankets
during the month of November. These will be given to the Clothes Closet, the
homeless and others in need. If you would like to donate, please bring the blankets
to the north entrance where there will be a collection box located. New or gently
used blankets will be very much appreciated. Thank you.
Poinsettias—It seems a little early to be thinking of Christmas but next week we will
have order forms out for Poinsettias. The deadline for ordering is November 22.
Options are red, white, pink and marble. Price for a 6” pot is $7. If you would like
something bigger for your home or BLC, they have 8” pots for $20 and 10” pots for
$25. Pick up an order form at each entrance of the church or by the mailboxes. All
checks are to be made payable to Mary Martha Guild. Leave your forms in Eunice
Cobb’s mailbox.
Faith Discussion & Bible Study
Bible Study—Rebecca Stewart is leading a Zoom bible study called “Great Women
of the Bible” and is about to wrap this up. Stay tuned for the next one which will be
coming up during advent.
Daily Readings are being posted each day on our Facebook page with a link that will
lead you directly to the passage.

Video Devotions are being done by Pr. Joel every Friday and posted on Facebook by
someone more savvy than him in that regard.
Campus Ministry
Lutheran Student Center—Students can join Pastor Jon-Michael for dinner and a
Bible study every Thursday night from 5:00-7:00 p.m. For more information, you
can go to their Facebook page: UCM Lutheran Student Center@UCMLutherans.
Offerings
You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering
called “Simply Giving”. Go to our website, click on the tab in the center that says
“Worship Online”.
Elders
Nathan Wittmaier (last name begins with A-E) 660-225-1165(H), 660-864-1727,
wittmaier@gmail.com
Jeff Harris (last name begins with F-H) 660-624-1571, elvis100669@yahoo.com
James Schumaker (last name begins with I-N) 660-429-3591(H), 660-864-9698,
jshoe_1@charter.net
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins O-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com

Saints Are Blessed in the Eternal Presence of Christ
“A great multitude from all tribes and peoples and languages,” cry out “salvation
belongs to our God who sits on the throne” (Rev. 7:9–17). Faith-filled saints from
every place and time with unified voices eternally magnify the Lamb of God. As His
beloved children, we too, “shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:1–3). Joined with the
throng of angels and a myriad of saints, we shall “serve him day and night in his
temple” (Rev. 7:9–17). In our earthly tension vacillating between saint and sinner,
faith and doubt, sacred and profane, we earnestly seek Jesus to calm our fears,
comfort our spirits, and forgive our sins. The Holy Spirit, through faith in Christ
propels us forward, fortifying us in Word and Sacrament, to our eternal home. In
the midst of our constant struggle as believers, we need to be blessed. And so we
are. The poor in spirit, the meek, the hungry, the thirsty, the merciful, the pure, and
the persecuted are all blessed and we will most certainly inherit the kingdom of
heaven (Matt. 5:1–12). (lcms.org)

Contact Information
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093
Our Mission
· Grow in Christ · Live in Love · Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com
Facebook: blcwarrensburg
Office Manager:
Cindy Smith
Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm
660-747-6742
officemanager@blchurch.com

Congregational Life Facilitator:
Rebecca Stewart
MTW: 8am-2pm
Thursday by appointment
clf@blchurch.com

Bookkeeper:
Teresa Hillsman
Tuesday: 3pm–6pm
Thursday by appointment
financial@blchurch.com

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions.

