October 25, 2020
Reformation Sunday-Observed
AS WE GATHER
To the consternation of His opponents, Jesus announced that those who abide in
His Word know the truth, which sets them free. And the truth, Paul points out in the
Epistle, is that God has declared us justified, not guilty under His Law, because of His
gracious gift of faith in Christ. That gift frees us from fearing God’s righteous wrath;
we are confident that the Lord of hosts is with us. Sure of His presence and
protection, we need not fear the forces of nature, the conflicts of people and
nations, and the wiles of the devil. Rather, in all that we think, say, and do, we are
free to respond to the angelic invitation we hear today: “fear God and give Him glory
. . . and worship Him who made heaven and earth” (Revelation 14:7).
The pottery vessels on the altar remind us that although Holy Communion is not
celebrated today, our Lord’s sacred gifts are still central to our life of faith. Holy
Communion is celebrated every 1st, 3rd, and 5th weekend (and major festivals).
Liturgical Color:
Red is the color of lifeblood and is associated with the Holy Spirit.

Prelude ..................................................................................................Sheri Mattson
“Cavatina” By: James Southbridge
From 20 Short Organ Pieces #4 by Jan Bender

Announcements & Welcome
Gathering Hymn ..................................... “By Grace I Am Saved” #566 (1, 4)

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand

Service of Prayer and Preaching
Opening Versicles (Common) ................................................................. page 260
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
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This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the
tents of the wicked.
Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
Teach me Your paths.
Sanctify us in Your truth.
Your Word is truth.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle ................................................................. pages 261-262

Sit

Readings
Old Testament ........................................................................ Revelation 14:6-7
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and
people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the
hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the
sea and the springs of water.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 46 ...................................................................................... (spoken in unison)
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
“Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Epistle Reading ......................................................................... Romans 3:19-28
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under
the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It
was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a
law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith
apart from works of the law.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel ......................................................................................... John 8:31-36
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word,
you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is
a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains
forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Responsory (Common) ............................................................................. page 263
P
C
P
C
P
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Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory
dwells.

Catechism (All) ............................................................................................. page 264
Ten Commandments
C You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit

Hymn................................... “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall” #562 (1, 4, 6)

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon.......................................................................... “Reformed and Renewed”

Prayers
Prayers ............................................................................................................ page 265
P Let us pray to the Lord,
C Lord, have mercy.
…
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Collect of the Day .................................................................... (spoken in unison)
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people.
Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of
temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving
peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Morning Prayer....................................................................................... (page 266)
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may

please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

Hymn of Praise ........................... “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” #398 (1, 3)

Tune and text: Public domain

Blessing ........................................................................................................... page 267
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve us.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn .................................... “A Mighty Fortress is our God” #657 (2, 4)

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555

Dismissal ........................................................................... (Bethlehem’s Mission)
P Grow in Christ,
C Live in Love and Share the Faith!

Postlude ................................................................................................... Sheri Mattson
Two Chorale Fantasies on “Ein feste Burg ist Unser Gott”
By: J.C. Bach and J.C.H. Rink
Acknowledgments: Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotation are
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House.

Attendance: Last Saturday: 11
Attendance Last Sunday: 97
Attendance Wednesday: 17
Total Offering: $8,595.00
Missions: $0.00
Home Use: $7,550.00
Benevolences: $1,045.00

Serving us today:
Elders/Ushers .................................................................................... James Schumaker
Musicians ................................................................................................ Sheri Mattson
Altar Committee..................................................... Teresa Hillsman (Chair), Lisa Gulick
Lynn Johansen, Sheree Moody
Flower Committee .................................................... Eunice Cobb (Chair), Cindy Smith

This Week’s Schedule:
Monday
9:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Thursday
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Friday
9:30 a.m.
Saturday
5:30 p.m.
Sunday
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Exercise Class
4-H Meeting
Exercise Class
Devotional Communion Service
Pastor at WCS
Great Women of the Bible-Zoom Bible Study
Exercise Class
Outdoor Service-Reformation Day
The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9
Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at
www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab)
Holy Communion-All Saints Day
Daily Readings

October 25: Deuteronomy 27:1–26; Matthew 17:14–27; October 26: Deuteronomy
28:1–22; Matthew 18:1–20; October 27: Deuteronomy 29:1–29; Matthew 18:21–
35; October 28: Deuteronomy 30:1–20; Matthew 19:1–15; October 29:
Deuteronomy 31:1–29; Matthew 19:16–30; October 30: Deuteronomy 31:30–
32:27; Matthew 20:1–16; October 31: Deuteronomy 32:28–52; Matthew 20:17–34.
Prayers
For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, recovering from hospitalization, and
going through rehabilitation: Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Marion & Leona
Droege, Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Roy Hillmann (Bonnie Rich’s father) Sharon
Hochsprung, Heather Jackson (Kaye Fair’s niece), Mary Johnson, Marty Lehn, Marvin
Logan (Nicole Clemons’ father), Kathy Marshall, Johnny Nichol, Jim Rudy, and Paula
Willis (Bonnie Rich’s friend). We remember as well all who are dealing with COVID—
19, especially the healthcare providers who are straining to prevent, stem the
spread, and treat those who are ill!
For Pregnant Mothers, especially Alexia Gray as she and her husband await
childbirth shortly.
For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter,
Chance Hillsman, Logan LeBaige.

Congregational Care
Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request for
Pr. Joel, or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and needing to
talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate to call or
text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the Holy Spirit
and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be thankful
enough for the gift of each other.
Worship Services & Special Events
Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m. Masks are required at this service. You can also
watch it live on Facebook or YouTube, or go to the blchurch.com webpage and go
to the video directly from there.
Wednesday Devotional Services are being held at 7:00 p.m. This service includes
Holy Communion each week. We’re working our way through well and lesser-known
biblical figures by focusing on a different one each week (through Frederick
Buechner’s Peculiar Treasures). Masks are required at this service.
Saturday Service—The last outdoor Saturday service, weather depending, will
happen on October 31 at 5:30 p.m., under the large cottonwood tree. In case of
inclement weather, the service will be moved inside and masks will be required.
As part of the celebration of that day, new congregational mission banners
(replacing the old weathered and brittle ones) will be hung in the bricked-in
windows at the front of the building—thanks to a Thrivent Action Team Grant by
Carol Kurz.
Fellowship will be handing out goody bags to both children and adults during the
October 31 and November 1 services.
Upcoming Events
Annual Meeting—Bethlehem’s Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, November
8, 2020 at 12:00 p.m. Join us in the Fellowship Hall or online via Zoom. For more
information, refer to documents sent out in the Thursday, October 22 email or you
may pick up a hard copy at each entrance of the church.
Thrivent Meeting—Thrivent will have a short meeting on Sunday, November 8, at
10:00 a.m., right before service in the conference room. We need to distribute Angel
Tree assignments and schedule additional activities for November and December. If
you cannot attend the November 8 meeting but would like to shop for one or two
children on our Angel Tree list, please let Judy Schache know before November
8. You don't have to be a Thrivent member to participate in this project. Our
Thrivent budget provides $100 for each of the 10 children assigned to us.

Blanket the County with Love—One again, Thrivent will be collecting blankets
during the month of November. These will be given to the Clothes Closet, the
homeless and others in need. If you would like to donate, please bring the blankets
to the north entrance where there will be a collection box located. New or gently
used blankets will be very much appreciated. Thank you.
Faith Discussion & Bible Study
“Great Women of the Bible”. Rebecca Stewart is leading a Zoom Bible Study
beginning on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. We are discussing and learning about Eve,
Sarah, Rebekah, Leah and Rachel. We will discuss their weaknesses, strengths,
trials, and triumphs. The class will be held for four consecutive weeks. Please
contact Cindy or Rebecca if you are interested in joining this class. You will receive
materials and a link for the zoom class.
Daily Readings are being posted each day on our Facebook page with a link that will
lead you directly to the passage.
Video Devotions are being done by Pr. Joel every Friday and posted on Facebook by
someone more savvy than him in that regard.
Campus Ministry
Lutheran Student Center—Students can join Pastor Jon-Michael for dinner and a
Bible study every Thursday night from 5:00-7:00 p.m. For more information, you
can go to their Facebook page: UCM Lutheran Student Center@UCMLutherans.
Offerings
You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering
called “Simply Giving”. Go to our website, click on the tab in the center that says
“Worship Online”.
Miscellaneous
The Journey Home Emergency Shelter is scheduled to open on November 2,
2020. In preparation for opening we are holding training for those who would like
to volunteer. Volunteer training will take place Thursday, October 29 at 6:00 p.m.
and Saturday, October 31 at 9:00 a.m., at Journey Home Shelter, located at 16 SW
265 Rd., Warrensburg. Training will include orientation to the shelter, how to
conduct background screenings, COVID practices, and general policies and
procedures. We are asking that volunteers attend one of these sessions which will
be 45 minutes to 1-hour long. Thank you so much for your support in making this
happen.

Elders
Nathan Wittmaier (last name begins with A-E) 660-225-1165(H), 660-864-1727,
wittmaier@gmail.com
Jeff Harris (last name begins with F-H) 660-624-1571, elvis100669@yahoo.com
James Schumaker (last name begins with I-N) 660-429-3591(H), 660-864-9698,
jshoe_1@charter.net
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins O-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com

October 31-Reformation Day Special Service
The last outdoor Saturday service, weather depending, will happen on October 31
at 5:30 p.m., under the large cottonwood tree. In case of inclement weather, the
service will be moved inside and masks will be required. As part of the celebration
of that day, new congregational mission banners (replacing the old weathered and
brittle ones) will be hung in the bricked-in windows at the front of the building—
thanks to a Thrivent Action Team Grant by Carol Kurz.
Fellowship will be handing out goodie bags for children and adults on October 31
and November 1 after service.

Annual Meeting
Bethlehem’s Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, November 8, 2020 at 12:00
p.m. Join us in the Fellowship Hall after service or online via Zoom. Fellowship
Committee will be handing out water and lunch snacks. Please check your email for
a letter from Alan Miller, President and attached Annual Meeting documents.

Services Starting November 1
MASKS REQUIRED AT ALL SERVICES AND INDOOR EVENTS
Saturday—5:30 p.m.
Sunday—10:30 a.m.
This will be a shortened This will be the regular
evening service similar
Sunday service which
to the outdoor service.
will be live streamed.
Communion will be
Communion will be
observed on the 1st, 3rd observed on the 1st, 3rd
and 5th weekends.
and 5th weekends.

Wednesday
Devotional Services
7:00 p.m.
This service includes
Holy Communion
each week.

Contact Information
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093
Our Mission
· Grow in Christ · Live in Love · Share the Faith

Our Vision
To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ.

Rev. Joel R. Kurz
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm
Otherwise by appointment
Office: 660-747-6742
Cell Phone: 660-441-5710
Email: pastor@blchurch.com
Website: www.blchurch.com
Facebook: blcwarrensburg
Office Manager:
Cindy Smith
Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm
660-747-6742
officemanager@blchurch.com

Congregational Life Facilitator:
Rebecca Stewart
MTW: 8am-2pm
Thursday by appointment
clf@blchurch.com

Bookkeeper:
Teresa Hillsman
Tuesday: 3pm–6pm
Thursday by appointment
financial@blchurch.com

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions.

