


October 18, 2020 
Confirmation Sunday 

 

AS WE GATHER 

As the Lord speaks to us in His Word, He calls the righteous to live by faith and always 
gives reason why His people can do so through His continual presence, power, and 
providence. The Readings today urge us, in various ways, to live by faith in our 
confession and conviction. In Isaiah, He with great conviction reminds through the 
prophet, “I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides Me there is no God.” In the 
Epistle, Paul assures the Thessalonians, “He has chosen you, because our gospel 
came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction.” Finally, in today’s Gospel, Christ urges us to live by faith and as stewards 
of all He has provided, to “render . . . to God the things that are God’s.” Moved by 
His Spirit out of gratefulness for the salvation earned for us by Christ Jesus, we then 
give God our willing obedience, dedicated service, and the glory due His name as we 
in confession and conviction live by faith in and through Him. 

Regarding Holy Communion: When we gather at the Lord’s Table, the cup of 
blessing we receive is a sharing in the blood of Christ; the bread we break is a sharing 
in the body of Christ. We who are many are one bread and body in Christ (I Cor. 
10:16-17). As a people baptized into the life of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Jesus comes to us in this holy meal to renew us individually and together in our life 
of faith and following him. 
Since Christian denominations have differing understandings of Holy Communion, 
if you are not a member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregation and 
have not communed here before, we ask that you speak with the pastor or elder 
prior to communing with us the first time. Those not communing are invited to 
cross their arms over their chests and approach the pastor for a blessing during 
the distribution. Also, if certain factors prohibit you from partaking of regular 
wine, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center circle of the tray. If you would 
like to begin sharing this sacred meal with us on a regular basis, please ask the 
pastor for a time of faith instruction and formation. 

 
 

Liturgical Color: 
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Prelude .............................Lorraine Miller, Roy Schache Rich Vanderburgh 
(“Peace Like a River”, “Great is Thy Faithfulness”) 

Welcome  

Please rise and turn toward the Narthex, then to face the cross when it passes by.  



Processional Hymn .................... “All Who Believe and Are Baptized” #601 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

“Worship, Faith, & Life” ............................................. Ashtyn Renae Howard 

Please remain standing, if able. 

Divine Service, Setting Two  

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross † may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Confession and Absolution ................................................................... page 167 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 



present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Entrance Hymn ... “Lord, This Day We’ve Come to Worship” #911 (2, 4) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1995 Richard C. Dickinson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 
Tune: © 1942, 1970 Broadman Press, admin. Genevox Publishing. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 

 

Kyrie ....................................................................................................... pages 168-169 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 
 

Hymn of Praise ..................................................................... “Create in Me” #956 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day ...................................................... page 172 

P The Lord be with you.  

C  And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  

C  O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You 
as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose 
not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Sit  
 
 

Old Testament .................................................................................. Isaiah 45:1–7 
(Joshua Hagle) 

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have grasped, 

to subdue nations before him 
and to loose the belts of kings, 

to open doors before him 
that gates may not be closed: 

“I will go before you 



and level the exalted places, 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

and cut through the bars of iron, 
I will give you the treasures of darkness 

and the hoards in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the LORD, 

the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 

I name you, though you do not know me. 
I am the LORD, and there is no other, 

besides me there is no God; 
I equip you, though you do not know me, 

that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
and from the west, that there is none besides me; 

I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
I form light and create darkness, 

I make well-being and create calamity, 
I am the LORD, who does all these things.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

Gradual ....................................................................................... (spoken in unison) 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
 in all generations. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
 or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
 from everlasting to everlasting, you are God. (Psalm 90:1-2) 

  
 

Epistle .............................................................................. 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
(Benjamin Florida) 

 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 
 Grace to you and peace. 
 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 



love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers 
loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in 
word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know 
what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with 
the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth 
from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth 
everywhere, so that we need not say anything. For they themselves report 
concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 
come. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse ..................................................................................... page 173 

 
 

Holy Gospel ............................................................................. Matthew 22:15-22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

 
 

 

 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. And 
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we 
know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care 
about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of 
their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for 
the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose 



likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, 
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went 
away. 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 
 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day ......................... “Come Down, O Love Divine” #501 (1, 4) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon ......................................................................... “Giving Up & Carrying On” 

Rite of Confirmation  

 

Benjamin Jack Florida Joshua Paul Hagle 
Colossians 2:6-7        1 Peter 4:10 

 
 

Ashtyn Renea Howard 
Numbers 6:24-26 

All will be asked to rise and say the Apostles’ Creed (the ancient and current 



statement of the Christian faith) with the confirmands, then be seated. 

Apostles’ Creed............................................................................................ page 175  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.  

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

Offering 

Offering plates will not be passed during the service; worshipers may place their 
offerings into the plate located at the entrance. 

Offertory ............................................................................................................ page 176 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Communion Distribution 

Distribution of the Lord’s gifts in Holy Communion will be standing format with 
Pastor near the chancel steps.  Families will be released one at a time by the usher 
to partake, maintaining physical distance between each family unit. Pastor and 
Elders will be wearing masks and gloves.  Pastor will drop the wafer into your hands, 
so please cup them together and hold them chest-level. Individual plastic cups only 
are being used, so if you’re not taking the non-alcoholic wine from the center, please 
make sure to take from the outer circle first until all of those are gone before 
reaching for the next level in. A basket to the left of the table is available for you to 
place your used cup inside. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
Communion Liturgy ...................................................................... pages 160-162 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and beneficial . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of 
Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 



Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, . . . To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................ page 179  

  P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

  C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

Pax Domini .................................................................................................... page 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei ........................................................................................................ page 180 



 
 

Sit (until motioned to rise and proceed forward if going for Communion or a blessing). 

Communion Hymns  ..................................................... “Sweet Hour of Prayer” 
 “Softly and Tenderly” 
 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  
 

Stand 

Post Communion Canticle ....................................................................... page 181 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Post Communion Collect .......................................................................... page 183 

P Let us pray. . . . .who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction ...................................................................................................... page 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn ........................................ “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” #643 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555, Tune: Public Domain 

 

Dismissal ...........................................................................  (Bethlehem’s Mission) 

P Grow in Christ,  

C Live in Love and Share the Faith! 

Postlude ..........................Lorraine Miller, Roy Schache, Rich Vanderburgh 
(“Mighty Is He”) 

 

The Confirmands will be available for greeting out front. 
 

Acknowledgements Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are 
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 

Attendance: Last Saturday: 12      Attendance Last Sunday: 24           
Attendance Wednesday: 29 

Total Offering: $3,825.73    Missions: $100.00 
Home Use:  $3,725.73   Benevolences:  $0.00 

 
Serving us today: 
Elders/Ushers ........................................................ Jeremy VanWay, Nathan Wittmaier 
Musicians ......................................... Lorraine Miller, Roy, Schache, Rich Vanderburgh 
Altar Committee ..................................................... Teresa Hillsman (Chair), Lisa Gulick  
 Lynn Johansen, Sheree Moody 
Flower Committee .................................................... Eunice Cobb (Chair), Cindy Smith 
 
 



This Week’s Schedule: 
Monday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class 
Tuesday  Pastor at Circuit Conference in Marshall  
Wednesday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class  
 7:00 p.m. Devotional Communion Service (masks required) 
Thursday 9:30 a.m. Warrensburg Christian School Bible Time 
 12:00 p.m. Warrensburg Ministerial Association Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Mission Board Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Outdoor Bible Study—“Reforesting Faith” 
 7:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study—“Great Women of the Bible” 
Friday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class  
Saturday 9:00 a.m. “Make a Difference Day” Garden Work (‘til noon)  
 5:30 p.m. Outdoor Worship Service 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9  
 9:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at 
   www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab) 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service (masks required) 

 
Daily Readings 

 

October 18: Deuteronomy 17:1–20; Matthew 14:1–21; October 19: Deuteronomy 
18:1–22; Matthew 14:22–36; October 20: Deuteronomy 19:1–20; Matthew 15:1–
20; October 21: Deuteronomy 20:1–20; Matthew 15:21–39; October 22: 
Deuteronomy 21:1–23; Matthew 16:1–12; October 23: Deuteronomy 24:10–25:10; 
Matthew 16:13–28; October 24: Deuteronomy 25:17–26:19; Matthew 17:1–13. 
 
Prayers   

Our Lord’s Comforting Presence for the family of Delores Christianson who passed 
away on October 15.  May Christ provide for her family and uphold them with peace 
through the certainty of the resurrection! 

For Those Who Mourn—May the Lord comfort and uphold Kaye Fair and family at 
the death of her brother-in-law Greg Trimble this past week. May the Risen Christ 
be their strength and stay! 

For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with 
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, recovering from hospitalization, and 
going through rehabilitation: Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Marion & Leona 
Droege, Charlie Fair, Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Roy Hillmann (Bonnie Rich’s father) 
Sharon Hochsprung, Heather Jackson (Kaye Fair’s niece), Mary Johnson, Charles 

http://www.blchurch.com/


Keseman, Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan (Nicole Clemons’ father), Kathy Marshall, 
Johnny Nichol, Rachel Nichol, Jim Rudy, Mary Beth Snodgrass, Martha Toellner, Greg 
Trimble (Kaye Fair’s brother-in-law) and Paula Willis (Bonnie Rich’s friend). We 
remember as well all who are dealing with COVID—19, especially the healthcare 
providers who are straining to prevent, stem the spread, and treat those who are ill! 

For Pregnant Mothers, especially Alexia Gray as she and her husband await 
childbirth shortly.  

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are 
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter, 
Chance Hillsman, Logan LeBaige. 

For Our Catechumens Ashtyn Howard, Ben Florida and Josh Hagle as they are 
confirmed today and continue to live and grow in the life of Christ! 

Thank You 

Charles and Esther Keseman—Our sincere thanks to all of you for making our 60th 
wedding anniversary very special with your greetings, phone calls and visits.  You are 
a loving family and very generous.  We received over 100 cards and they are still 
coming.  Your thoughtfulness is very much appreciated.  God’s continued blessings to 
all of you.  Our yard was beautifully decorated with bows, pictures and greetings.  It 
was very creative, unique and fun and shared our anniversary with all who drove or 
walked by.  We hope some of you saw it. 

Martha Toellner would like to thank the Merry Widows and the rest of the members 
for all their thoughts, prayers, phone calls and cards during her recovery from 
surgery.  She is very grateful for all of the friends and caring individuals. 

Janice Bertels would like to thank everyone for all the cards and Happy Birthday 
wishes she received for her 80th birthday.  She was very surprised and said she didn’t 
realize she knew that many people. She is very thankful she has had 80 years of 
blessings. 

Cindy Smith would like to thank everyone for the cards and well wishes she received 
for her 50th birthday.  This definitely made “over the hill” much easier. 

Congregational Care 

Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request for 
yourself, a family member or someone else in need, please call the church office or 
Pr. Joel, or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and needing to 
talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate to call or 
text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the Holy Spirit 



and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be thankful 
enough for the gift of each other. 

Worship Services & Special Events 

Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m.  Masks are required at this service.  You can also 
watch it live on Facebook or YouTube, or go to the blchurch.com webpage and go 
to the video directly from there.  

Wednesday Devotional Services are being held at 7:00 p.m.  This service includes 
Holy Communion each week. We’re working our way through well and lesser-known 
biblical figures by focusing on a different one each week (through Frederick 
Buechner’s Peculiar Treasures). Masks are required at this service. 

Saturday Service—We will continue to have outdoor Saturday services through 
October 31 at 5:30 p.m., under the large cottonwood tree. In case of inclement 
weather, the service will be moved inside and masks will be required.   

Faith Discussion & Bible Study 

Outdoor Bible Study on Trees & Faith—Join us for the last outdoor study from 6:00 
to 7:00 p.m. on October 22th in our backyard and some in our nature trail.  We’re 
using Matthew Sleeth’s recent book Reforesting Faith: What Trees Teach Us About 
the Nature of God and His Love for Us. 

“Great Women of the Bible”.  Rebecca Stewart will be leading a Zoom Bible Study 
beginning October 15 on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  We will begin discussing and 
learning about Eve, Sarah, Rebekah, Leah and Rachel.  We will discuss their 
weaknesses, strengths, trials, and triumphs.  The class will be held for four 
consecutive weeks.  Please contact Cindy or Rebecca if you are interested in joining 
this class.  You will receive materials and a link for the zoom class. 

Campus Ministry 

Lutheran Student Center—Students can join Pastor Jon-Michael for dinner and a 
Bible study every Thursday night from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  For more information, you 
can go to their Facebook page: UCM Lutheran Student Center@UCMLutherans.   

Opportunities to Serve 

Make a Difference Day—On October 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon, Bethlehem 
members are invited to team up with students from UCM and others from town in 
revamping the vegetable garden for next year and beyond. The garden plot will be 
converted to wood chips and raised beds, and benches will also be built. Bring your 
family and friends to participate in this national day of service project, if you can, 
and spread the word! Pr. Joel is making this one of his Thrivent Action Team events.  



Devotional Opportunities  

Lutheran Witness—The October edition reflects on the book of Galatians: its 
historical context, its impact on the Reformation, and its message of Good News for 
Christians. Pick up a copy at the north entrance or front west entrance of the church, 
plus past issues are there as well.  

Daily Readings are being posted each day on our Facebook page with a link that will 
lead you directly to the passage.  

Video Devotions are being done by Pr. Joel every Friday and posted on Facebook by 
someone more savvy than him in that regard.  

Offerings 

You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate 
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering 
called “Simply Giving”.  Go to our website, click on the tab in the center that says 
“Worship Online”.  

Elders 

Nathan Wittmaier (last name begins with A-E) 660-225-1165(H), 660-864-1727, 
wittmaier@gmail.com 

Jeff Harris (last name begins with F-H) 660-624-1571, elvis100669@yahoo.com 

James Schumaker (last name begins with I-N) 660-429-3591(H), 660-864-9698, 
jshoe_1@charter.net 
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins O-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Funeral Arrangements for Delores Christianson 
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 

 
Open House—Sweeney-Phillips and Holdren Funeral Home (10 a.m.-12 p.m.) 

(Please note: Family will not be at the funeral home during open house) 
 

Graveside Service—Knob Noster Cemetery (2 p.m.) 
(Anyone is welcome) 

 

  

mailto:jshoe_1@charter.net
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Contact Information 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093 
 
 

Our Mission 
· Grow in Christ   · Live in Love   · Share the Faith 

 
 

 Our Vision 

To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while 
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ. 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Joel R. Kurz 

Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm 

Otherwise by appointment 

Office: 660-747-6742 

Cell Phone: 660-441-5710 

Email: pastor@blchurch.com 

Website:  www.blchurch.com        Facebook: blcwarrensburg 

 

 

Office Manager: 

Cindy Smith 

Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm 

660-747-6742 

officemanager@blchurch.com 

 

Congregational Life Facilitator: 

Rebecca Stewart 

MTW: 8am-2pm 

Thursday by appointment 

clf@blchurch.com 

Bookkeeper: 

Teresa Hillsman 

Tuesday: 3pm–6pm 

Thursday by appointment 

financial@blchurch.com 

 

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on 
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions. 
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