
  



 

October 11, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER 
“Come to the table.” In our daily experiences, there is no invitation that is more 
readily received and fully appreciated. To be at the table is to be assured of 
nourishment and refreshment. In Psalm 23, we are told of a table that is prepared 
under challenging circumstances. Yet, even there, the cup of God’s blessing 
overflows. Our gathering for worship and our coming to the Table of the Lord is a 
weekly experience of overflowing blessing filled with signs of God’s gracious 
presence. We rejoice that we are invited to His amazing table! 

The pottery vessels on the altar remind us that although Holy Communion is not 
celebrated today, our Lord’s sacred gifts are still central to our life of faith. Holy 
Communion is celebrated every 1st, 3rd, and 5th weekend (and major festivals). 

 
 
 

Liturgical Color: 
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Prelude .................................................................................. “Fugue #3 in C Major” 
By: Dietrich Buxtehude 

(as transcribed by Wilhelm Hansen, Copenhagen, 1952) 
 

Announcements & Welcome 

Gathering Hymn ................................. “For the Fruits of His Creation” #894 

 

 



 

 
 

Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555.  Tune: Public domain 
 

Stand 

Service of Prayer and Preaching 

Opening Versicles (Common) ................................................................. page 260 

P  This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P  Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the 
tents of the wicked. 

P  Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C  Teach me Your paths. 

P  Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C  Your Word is truth. 

P  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Old Testament Canticle ................................................................. pages 261-262 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit  

Readings 

Old Testament .................................................................................. Isaiah 25:6-9 

 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
And he will swallow up on this mountain 
 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
 the veil that is spread over all nations. 
 He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 
 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
 for the LORD has spoken. 



It will be said on that day, 
 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 
 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 
 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 23 ...................................................................................... (spoken in unison) 

The LORD is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters. 

He restores my soul. 
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 

Epistle Reading .................................................................... Philippians 4:4-13 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What 
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, 
and the God of peace will be with you. 
 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your 
concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no 
opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 



whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know 
how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Stand  

Holy Gospel ............................................................................... Matthew 22:1-14 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants 
to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not 
come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have 
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ But they paid no attention and 
went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his 
servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he 
sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said 
to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go 
therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you 
find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they 
found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who 
had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few 
are chosen.” 
 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Responsory (Common) ............................................................................. page 263 

P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 
dwells. 

P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 



C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 
dwells. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 
dwells. 

 

Catechism (All) ............................................................................................. page 264 

Ten Commandments 

 

C  You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth.  

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer  

  C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Hymn  ............................................ “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” #733 (1-4) 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

Sit  

Sermon ............................................................. Invitations are sent—“Come!” 

Prayers  
Prayers ............................................................................................................ page 265 

P Let us pray to the Lord,  

C  Lord, have mercy. 



P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord.  

C  Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day .................................................................... (spoken in unison) 

Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with us not in 
the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.  

Morning Prayer ....................................................................................... (page 266) 

 I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would 
keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 
please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me. Amen.  

 

Hymn of Praise ........................ “Shepherd of Tender Youth” #864 (1, 2, 5) 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 



Blessing ........................................................................................................... page 267 

P  Let us bless the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 
and preserve us. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn ........ “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise” #917 (1-2) 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Dismissal ...........................................................................  (Bethlehem’s Mission) 

P Grow in Christ,  

C  Live in Love and Share the Faith!  

Postlude ............................................................................................... “Ein Feste Burg” 
By: Martin Luther, Arranged by Joel Raney 

Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 2012 
 
 
 

Acknowledgments: Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotation are 
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attendance: Last Saturday: 17      Attendance Last Sunday: 33           
Attendance Wednesday: 22 

Total Offering: $4,577.00    Missions: $120.00 
Home Use:  $3,777.00   Benevolences:  $680.00 
 

Serving us today: 
Elders/Ushers ............................................................ Nathan Wittmaier, Willie Crespo 
Musicians ................................................................ Lorraine Miller, Rich Vanderburgh 
Altar Committee ..................................................... Teresa Hillsman (Chair), Lisa Gulick  
 Lynn Johansen, Sheree Moody 
Flower Committee .................................................... Eunice Cobb (Chair), Cindy Smith 

 

This Week’s Schedule: 
Monday 9:30 a.m. Strength Training  
 7:00 p.m. Mary Martha Guild Meeting 
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
Wednesday 9:30 a.m. Strength Training 
 7:00 p.m. Devotional Communion Service 
Thursday 9:30 a.m. Pastor at WCS  
 7:00 p.m. Great Women of the Bible-Zoom Bible Study 
Friday 9:30 a.m. Strength Training  
Saturday 10:00 a.m. Trustees’ Meeting 
 11:00 a.m. Trail Blazer Workday  
 5:30 p.m. Outdoor Service 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. The Lutheran Hour broadcast on 96.9  
 9:00 a.m. Radio Broadcast 98.5 (can also be heard at 
   www.blchurch.com, under the Sermons tab) 

 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion-Confirmation Sunday 
 

Daily Readings 

 

October 11: Deuteronomy 9:23–10:22; Matt. 11:20–30; October 12: Deuteronomy 
11:1–25; Matthew 12:1–21; October 13: Deuteronomy 11:26–12:12; Matthew 
12:22–37; October 14: Deuteronomy 12:13–32; Matthew 12:38–50; October 15: 
Deuteronomy 13:1–18; Matthew 13:1–23; October 16: Deuteronomy 14:1–2, 22–
23, 14:28–15:15; Matthew 13:24–43; October 17: Deuteronomy 15:19–16:22; 
Matthew 13:44–58. 

Absence/Presence 

Pastor on Vacation—Pr. Joel is in Arizona visiting his nephew through the night of the 
14th. We welcome Pr. Ricky Bertels into our midst today and are thankful for his 

http://www.blchurch.com/


presence! If any need arises during the time Pr. Joel is away, make sure to contact 
your elder. 

Prayers   

For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with 
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, recovering from hospitalization, and 
going through rehabilitation: Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Marion & Leona 
Droege, Cindy Dudley, Charlie Fair, Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Roy Hillmann (Bonnie 
Rich’s father) Sharon Hochsprung, Heather Jackson (Kaye Fair’s niece), Mary 
Johnson, Charles Keseman, Creed Kueker (infant son of Pr. Kueker from Trinity 
Lutheran-Clinton), Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan (Nicole Clemons’ father), Kathy 
Marshall, Johnny Nichol, Rachel Nichol, Jim Rudy, Mary Beth Snodgrass, Martha 
Toellner, Greg Trimble (Kaye Fair’s brother-in-law) and Paula Willis (Bonnie Rich’s 
friend). We remember as well all who are dealing with COVID—19, especially the 
healthcare providers who are straining to prevent, stem the spread, and treat those 
who are ill! 

For Pregnant Mothers, especially Alexia Gray as she and her husband await 
childbirth shortly.  

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are 
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter, 
Chance Hillsman, Logan LeBaige. 

For Our Catechumens Ben Florida and Josh Hagle (junior confirmands) and Ashtyn 
Howard (a student at Mizzou) as they prepare for their confirmation next Sunday, 
October 18. May the Lord continue to lead them forth into their baptismal faith as 
they prepare for that day!  

Congregational Care 

Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request for 
yourself, a family member or someone else in need, please call the church office or 
Pr. Joel, or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and needing to 
talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate to call or 
text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the Holy Spirit 
and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be thankful 
enough for the gift of each other. 

Worship Services & Special Events 

Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m.  Masks are required at this service.  You can also 
watch it live on Facebook or YouTube, or go to the blchurch.com webpage and go 
to the video directly from there.  



Wednesday Devotional Services are being held at 7:00 p.m.  This service includes 
Holy Communion each week. We’re working our way through well and lesser-known 
biblical figures by focusing on a different one each week (through Frederick 
Buechner’s Peculiar Treasures). Masks are required at this service. 

Saturday Service—We will continue to have outdoor Saturday services through 
October 31 at 5:30 p.m., under the large cottonwood tree, just off the east parking 
lot—a wonderful spot for gathering. In case of inclement weather, the service will 
be moved inside and masks will be required.   

Faith Discussion & Bible Study 

Outdoor Bible Study on Trees & Faith—Join us for the last outdoor study from 6:00 
to 7:00 p.m. on October 15th in our backyard and some in our nature trail.  We’re 
using Matthew Sleeth’s recent book Reforesting Faith: What Trees Teach Us About 
the Nature of God and His Love for Us. 

“Great Women of the Bible”.  Rebecca Stewart will be leading a Zoom Bible Study 
beginning October 15 on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  We will begin discussing and 
learning about Eve, Sarah, Rebekah, Leah and Rachel.  We will discuss their 
weaknesses, strengths, trials, and triumphs.  The class will be held for four 
consecutive weeks.  Please contact Cindy or Rebecca if you are interested in joining 
this class.  You will receive materials and a link for the zoom class. 

Campus Ministry 

Lutheran Student Center—Students can join Pastor Jon-Michael for dinner and a 
Bible study every Thursday night from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  For more information, you 
can go to their Facebook page: UCM Lutheran Student Center@UCMLutherans.   

Opportunities to Serve 

Make a Difference Day—On October 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon, Bethlehem 
members are invited to team up with students from UCM and others from town in 
revamping the vegetable garden for next year and beyond. The garden plot will be 
converted to wood chips and raised beds, plus benches will be built as well. Bring 
your family and friends to participate national day of service project, if you can, and 
spread the word! Pr. Joel is making this one of his Thrivent Action Team events.  

Devotional Opportunities  

Lutheran Witness—The October edition reflects on the book of Galatians: its 
historical context, its impact on the Reformation, and its message of Good News for 
Christians. Pick up a copy at the north entrance or front west entrance of the church. 

 



Daily Readings are being posted each day on our Facebook page with a link that will 
lead you directly to the passage.  

Video Devotions are being done by Pr. Joel every Friday and posted on Facebook by 
someone more savvy than him in that regard.  

Offerings 

You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate 
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering 
called “Simply Giving”.  Go to our website, click on the tab in the center that says 
“Worship Online”.  

Miscellaneous 

Church Council Nominations—We have the following openings in the Church 
Council for 2021.  If you are interested, or know of someone you would like to 
recommend, please contact the Nominating Committee–Holli Burge or Darlene 
Laubenstein. 
 

Elders (contact Jeremy VanWey if interested); Stewardship; Education; Recording 
Secretary; Trustee; and Long Range Planning. 

 

We have been able to contact some interested members and will continue to 
contact others, but please don’t wait for that if you are interested!  We need to have 
the slate of officers decided by October 21 in time for the Annual Congregational 
meeting on November 8.   

Elders 

Nathan Wittmaier (last name begins with A-E) 660-225-1165(H), 660-864-1727, 
wittmaier@gmail.com 

Jeff Harris (last name begins with F-H) 660-624-1571, elvis100669@yahoo.com 

James Schumaker (last name begins with I-N) 660-429-3591(H), 660-864-9698, 
jshoe_1@charter.net 
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins O-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com 

 
 

Milestones this week 

Congratulations to Charles and Esther Keseman who celebrated their 
60th Wedding Anniversary on Friday, October 9. 

 
Happy Birthday to Janice Bertels who celebrated her 80th birthday on October 10. 

 

 

mailto:jshoe_1@charter.net
mailto:jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com


Contact Information 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093 
 
 

Our Mission 
· Grow in Christ   · Live in Love   · Share the Faith 

 
 

 Our Vision 

To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while 
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ. 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Joel R. Kurz 
Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm 

Otherwise by appointment 
Office: 660-747-6742 

Cell Phone: 660-441-5710 
Email: pastor@blchurch.com 

Website:  www.blchurch.com        Facebook: blcwarrensburg 

 

 

Office Manager: 
Cindy Smith 

Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm 
660-747-6742 

officemanager@blchurch.com 

 

Congregational Life Facilitator: 
Rebecca Stewart 
MTW: 8am-2pm 

Thursday by appointment 
clf@blchurch.com 

Bookkeeper: 
Teresa Hillsman 

Tuesday: 3pm–6pm 
Thursday by appointment 
financial@blchurch.com 

 

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on 
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions. 

 

mailto:clf@blchurch.com

