
 



 

October 4, 2020 
LWML Sunday/Mission Festival Weekend 

 
 

AS WE GATHER 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) is the official women’s auxiliary 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Since 1942, the LWML has affirmed each 
woman’s identity as a child of God and her relationship with Jesus Christ. Lutheran 
Women in Mission are women of faith, empowered for active service in Jesus’ name 
and bold support of missions through Mite Box offerings. As Christians, our faith 
propels us all into God’s mission and gives us confidence that God’s amazing grace 
will supply our needs and move His mission forward.  

Regarding Holy Communion: When we gather at the Lord’s Table, the cup of 
blessing we receive is a sharing in the blood of Christ; the bread we break is a sharing 
in the body of Christ. We who are many are one bread and body in Christ (I Cor. 
10:16-17). As a people baptized into the life of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Jesus comes to us in this holy meal to renew us individually and together in our life 
of faith and following him. 
Since Christian denominations have differing understandings of Holy Communion, 
if you are not a member of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregation and 
have not communed here before, we ask that you speak with the pastor or elder 
prior to communing with us the first time. Those not communing are invited to 
cross their arms over their chests and approach the pastor for a blessing during 
the distribution. Also, if certain factors prohibit you from partaking of regular 
wine, non-alcoholic wine is available in the center circle of the tray. If you would 
like to begin sharing this sacred meal with us on a regular basis, please ask the 
pastor for a time of faith instruction and formation. 

 
 

Liturgical Color: 
Green is the color of life and growth in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Prelude ......................................................................................... Rich Vanderburgh 
(Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott, By: J. S. Bach (BWV Anh, 49)) 

Welcome and Announcements 



Stand 

Invocation Hymn ................................................ “The Tree of Life” #561 (1, 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: © 1995 Bruce W. Becker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 
Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 

 

Divine Service, Setting Two  

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross † may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Confession and Absolution ................................................................... page 167 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Entrance Hymn ..................................... “O Father, All Creating” #858 (1, 4) 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 



Kyrie ....................................................................................................... pages 168-169 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 
 



Hymn of Praise .................................... “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” #955 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day ...................................................... page 172 

P The Lord be with you.  

C  And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  

C  Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed 
Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness 
of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Sit 

 

Old Testament .................................................................................... Isaiah 5:1–7 
(Sheree Moody) 

Let me sing for my beloved 
 my love song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 



 on a very fertile hill. 
He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
 and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 
 and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
and he looked for it to yield grapes, 
 but it yielded wild grapes. 
And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem 
 and men of Judah, 
judge between me and my vineyard. 
What more was there to do for my vineyard, 
 that I have not done in it? 
When I looked for it to yield grapes, 
 why did it yield wild grapes? 
And now I will tell you 
 what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 
 and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 
 and it shall be trampled down. 
I will make it a waste; 
 it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
 and briers and thorns shall grow up; 
I will also command the clouds 
 that they rain no rain upon it. 
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
 is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah 
 are his pleasant planting; 
and he looked for justice, 
 but behold, bloodshed; 
for righteousness, 
 but behold, an outcry! 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 



Gradual ....................................................................................... (spoken in unison) 

He will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 

 

Epistle ..................................................................................... Philippians 3:4b–14 
(Darlene Laubenstein) 

 If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor 
of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. But whatever gain I 
had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 
have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God that depends on faith—that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by 
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse ..................................................................................... page 173 

 
 

 



Holy Gospel ............................................................................ Matthew 21:33-46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

 
 

 

 [Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who 
planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a 
tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. When the season 
for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the 
tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again 
he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. Finally, 
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and 
have his inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death 
and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their 
seasons.” 
 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected 
 has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 
 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived 
that he was speaking about them. And although they were seeking to arrest him, 
they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 

 
 

Sit 

 



Hymn of the Day .. “Since Our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus” #529 (1, 3, 4) 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1973 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003555. 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon ............................... "Kingdom People Bear Kingdom Fruit" Matthew 21:43 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed ................................................................................................. page 174  

 I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 



     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church ......................................................................... LWML Prayer 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the mission of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League to assist each 
woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in affirming her relationship 
with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the 
people of the world, and to support global missions through the gathering of 
mites and providing of mission grants, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For all Your kingdom people that they may produce kingdom fruit to Your glory 
and for the expansion of Your kingdom on earth, let us pray to the Lord: 



C Lord, have mercy.  

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and 
every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for 
peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For…(additional bids for prayer may be added here)…let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
goodness and remembering with thankfulness Your mercies, which are new 
every morning; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.          

C Amen.  
 
 
 

Offering 

Offering plates will not be passed during the service; worshipers may place their 
offerings into the plate located at the entrance. 

Offertory ............................................................................................................ page 176 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Communion Distribution 

Communion Distribution will be standing format with Pastor near the chancel steps.  
Families will be released one at a time by the usher to partake, maintaining physical 
distance between each family unit. Pastor and Elders will be wearing masks and 
gloves.  Pastor will drop the wafer into your hands, so please cup them together and 
hold them chest-level. Individual plastic cups only will be used, and if you’re not 
taking the non-alcoholic wine from the center, please make sure to take from the 
outer circle first until all of those are gone before reaching for the next level in. 
Baskets to the left of the table will be available for you to place your used cup inside. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
Communion Liturgy ...................................................................... pages 160-162 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and beneficial . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of 
Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, . . . To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer ................................................................................................ page 179  

  P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

  C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 



     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

Pax Domini .................................................................................................... page 180 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei ........................................................................................................ page 180 



 
 

Sit (until motioned to rise and proceed forward if going for Communion or a blessing). 

Communion Hymns  .............................................................. Rich Vanderburgh 
“Durch Adams Fall ist ganz verderbt”, By: J. S. Bach, (BV 705) 

“Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing” #421 
 “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” #449 

 “Beautiful Savior” #537 
Stand 

Post Communion Canticle ....................................................................... page 181 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post Communion Collect .......................................................................... page 183 

P Let us pray. . . . .who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction ...................................................................................................... page 183 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C  Amen. 



LWML Pledge ..................................................................................... Sheree Moody 

In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of 
redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in 
obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing 
service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior 
our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His 
praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend 
His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task 
of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn ............................... “Quenched by the Water Living” (CWLP) 

(Penny and Abby Humphrey-vocalists) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and Text: © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110003555 



Dismissal ...........................................................................  (Bethlehem’s Mission) 

P Grow in Christ,  

C Live in Love and Share the Faith! 

Postlude ....................................................................................... Rich Vanderburgh 

“Largo” (From New World Symphony), By: Antonin Dvorak 
 

Acknowledgements Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are 
from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 

Attendance: Last Saturday: 25      Attendance Last Sunday: 27           
Attendance Wednesday: 37 

Total Offering: $6,572.00    Missions: $0.00 
Home Use:  $4,010.00   Benevolences:  $3,052.00 

 
This Week’s Schedule: 

Monday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class 
Wednesday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class  
 7:00 p.m. Devotional Communion Service (masks required) 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. Women’s Zoom Bible Study 
Friday 9:30 a.m. Exercise Class  
Saturday 5:30 p.m. Outdoor Worship Service 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. Worship Service (masks required) 

 
Daily Readings 

 

October 4: Deuteronomy 4:21–40; Matthew 8:1–17; October 5: Deuteronomy 5:1–
21; Matthew 8:18–34; October 6: Deuteronomy 5:22–6:9; Matthew 9:1–17; 
October 7: Deuteronomy 6:10–25; Matthew 9:18–38; October 8: Deuteronomy 
7:1–19; Matthew 10:1–23; October 9: Deuteronomy 8:1–20; Matthew 10:24–42; 
October 10: Deuteronomy 9:1–22; Matthew 11:1–19. 

 

Prayers   

For Sustenance, Healing, and Provision—We remember those who are dealing with 
illness, are homebound or in nursing homes, recovering from hospitalization, and 
going through rehabilitation: Paula Brewer, Ray & Mary Carstensen, Marion & Leona 
Droege, Cindy Dudley, Charlie Fair, Wilma Gertz, Ralph Hein, Roy Hillmann (Bonnie 
Rich’s father) Sharon Hochsprung, Heather Jackson (Kaye Fair’s niece), Mary 
Johnson, Charles Keseman, Creed Kueker (infant son of Pr. Kueker from Trinity 
Lutheran-Clinton), Marty Lehn, Marvin Logan (Nicole Clemons’ father), Kathy 



Marshall, Johnny Nichol, Rachel Nichol, Jim Rudy, Mary Beth Snodgrass, Martha 
Toellner, Greg Trimble (Kaye Fair’s brother-in-law) and Paula Willis (Bonnie Rich’s 
friend). We remember as well all who are dealing with COVID—19, especially the 
healthcare providers who are straining to prevent, stem the spread, and treat those 
who are ill! 

For Pregnant Mothers, especially Alexia Gray as she and her husband await 
childbirth in a few weeks. May the Lord grant good health and joyful expectation!  
Congratulations to Pastor David Wurdeman and wife Shaina on the birth of their 
second child, Vincent Wurdeman a week ago.  We rejoice with them on this new gift 
of life from the Lord! 

For Military Members—We remember all service and support personnel who are 
deployed and stationed away from us and their families: Andy Burden, Ty Carter, 
Chance Hillsman, Logan LeBaige. 

For Our Catechumens Ben Florida and Josh Hagle (junior confirmands) and Ashtyn 
Howard (a student at Mizzou) as they prepare for their postponed confirmation, now 
scheduled for Sunday, October 18th. May the Lord continue to lead them forth into 
their baptismal faith as they prepare for that day!  

Absence/Presence 

Pastor on Vacation—Pr. Joel is in Arizona visiting his nephew through the night of the 
14th. We welcome Pr. Rich Rudowske of Lutheran Bible Translators in Concordia into 
our midst today and are thankful for his presence! If any need arises during the time 
Pr. Joel is away, make sure to contact your elder. 

Congregational Care 

Prayer Requests & Spiritual Care—If you would like to make a prayer request for 
yourself, a family member or someone else in need, please call the church office or 
Pr. Joel, or email the church office. Also, if you’re feeling the strain and needing to 
talk and be encouraged in the living of life from day to day, don’t hesitate to call or 
text Pr. Joel or contact your elder or the church office. We rely upon the Holy Spirit 
and his gifts in Christ during every time of uncertainty, and can never be thankful 
enough for the gift of each other. 

Grief Share—The Warrensburg Grief Share Group (which normally meets at First 
Baptist Church) will begin meeting for their 13-week sessions on Tuesday, October 
20 at 7:00 p.m., via zoom. There will also be two stand-alone workshops: October 
6—Surviving the Holidays and October 13—Surviving the Loss of a Spouse.  You can 
register for any of these by calling 816-309-5381.   



Worship Services & Special Events 

Sunday Services are at 10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion is observed on the 1st, 3rd and 
5th Sundays.  Masks are required at this service until further notice.  You can also 
watch it live on Facebook or YouTube, or go to the blchurch.com webpage and get 
to the video directly from there.  

Wednesday Devotional Services are being held at 7:00 p.m.  This service includes 
Holy Communion each week. We’re working our way through well and lesser-known 
biblical figures by focusing on a different one each week (through Frederick 
Buechner’s Peculiar Treasures); last week was Paul. Join us to see who we cover 
next!  Masks are required at this service until further notice. 

Saturday Service—We will continue to have outdoor Saturday services through 
October at 5:30 p.m. under the large cottonwood tree, just off the east parking lot—
a wonderful spot for gathering. In case of inclement weather, the service will be 
moved inside and masks will be required.   

Singing Saints Concert— “Down By The Riverside”.  ALL are invited to enjoy a special 
outdoor concert by the "Singing Saints" of St. Paul Lutheran High School (Concordia, 
MO) at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 4 at Eagle Bluff Ranch in Waverly, MO.  Eagle 
Bluff Ranch provides a majestic view of the Missouri River. The breathtaking autumn 
view of the river, along with the beautiful sounds of the "Singing Saints", promises 
to make for an absolutely wonderful afternoon and evening!  Eagle Bluff Ranch is 
located just south of the Hwy 65 bridge, directly across from the Hwy 65/Hwy 24 
junction, at 31827 US-65, Waverly, MO 64096. (Emma and Mary Frerking are 
members of the choir and will be singing in the concert.) 

Faith Discussion & Bible Study 

Outdoor Bible Study on Trees & Faith—Join us again from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. on 
October 15th in our backyard and some in our nature trail, for a study of trees in 
Scripture—why they physically matter so much and are a recurring symbol of 
vibrant spiritual life as well. We’re using Matthew Sleeth’s recent book Reforesting 
Faith: What Trees Teach Us About the Nature of God and His Love for Us, and two 
people will receive free copies of the book (for being the oldest and youngest to 
attend).  

“Great Women of the Bible”.  Rebecca Stewart will be leading a Zoom Bible Study 
beginning October 15 on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.  We will begin discussing and 
learning about Eve, Sarah, Rebekah, Leah and Rachel.  We will discuss their 
weaknesses, strengths, trials, and triumphs.  The class will be held for four 



consecutive weeks.  Please contact Cindy or Rebecca if you are interested in joining 
this class.  You will receive materials and a link for the zoom class. 

Campus Ministry 

Lutheran Student Center—Students can join Pastor Jon-Michael for dinner and a 
Bible study every Thursday night from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  For more information, you 
can go to their Facebook page: UCM Lutheran Student Center@UCMLutherans.   

Opportunities to Serve 

Make a Difference Day—On October 24, from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon, Bethlehem 
members are invited to team up with students from UCM and others from town in 
revamping the vegetable garden for next year and beyond. The garden plot will be 
converted to wood chips and raised beds, plus benches will be built as well. Bring 
your family and friends to participate national day of service project, if you can, and 
spread the word! Pr. Joel is making this one of his Thrivent Action Team events.  

Devotional Opportunities  

Audio Recordings—The lectionary readings and Pr. Joel’s sermon can be heard via 
Sunday morning radio broadcast on 98.5 at 9:00 a.m. or anytime via our website 
blchurch.com (on the home page or under the “Sermons” tab).    

Daily Readings are being posted each day on our Facebook page with a link that will 
lead you directly to the passage.  

Video Devotions are being done by Pr. Joel every Friday and posted on Facebook by 
someone more savvy than him in that regard.  

Offerings 

You can mail your offerings to Bethlehem and have pastor put it in the offering plate 
on the altar with a prayer of trust for you, or you can give through the online offering 
called “Simply Giving”.  Go to our website, click on the tab in the center that says 
“Worship Online”.  

Miscellaneous 

Church Council Nominations—We have the following openings in the Church 
Council for 2021.  If you are interested, or know of someone you would like to 
recommend, please contact the Nominating Committee–Holli Burge or Darlene 
Laubenstein. 
 

Elders (contact Jeremy VanWey if interested); Stewardship; Education; Recording 
Secretary; Trustee; and Long Range Planning. 

 

 



We have been able to contact some interested members and will continue to 
contact others, but please don’t wait for that if you are interested!  We need to have 
the slate of officers decided by October 21 in time for the Annual Congregational 
meeting on November 8.   

Elders 

Nathan Wittmaier (last name begins with A-E) 660-225-1165(H), 660-864-1727, 
wittmaier@gmail.com 

Jeff Harris (last name begins with F-H) 660-624-1571, elvis100669@yahoo.com 

James Schumaker (last name begins with I-N) 660-429-3591(H), 660-864-9698, 
jshoe_1@charter.net 
Jeremy VanWey (last name begins O-Z) 606-909-4765, jeremy.vanwey@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:jshoe_1@charter.net
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Lutheran Bible Translators is a highly trained group of women and men working 
with church and Bible agency leaders to bring God’s Word to those who don’t yet have it. 

 
Mission 

Lutheran Bible Translators makes God’s Word accessible to those who do not yet have it 
in the language of their hearts. 
 

Vision 
God is transforming the lives of people around the world as they read and use His Word 
in their heart language 

 
Our Work 

 

Bible Translation: Why translate Scripture for every language? 
Because when we hear God’s Word through our own language – not the language of 
foreigners, colonizers, or overlords – then we understand how much God loves and 
desires us. Over 1 billion people worldwide do not have the full Bible in a language that 
touches them deeply. An estimated 165 million do not have a single verse of Scripture. 
 
Deeper Engagement: Why don’t we just translate, publish and move on as quickly as 
possible? 
Because our goal is impact, not production. We work with either pre-literate or semi-
literate peoples. Printed books are not a part of their life. It takes creative and intentional 
effort to help individuals, families, and even congregations read, hear and interact with 
Scripture within their daily activities. The Bible has no impact unless the Word engages 
deeply within. 
 
Greater Capacity: Why invest in the emerging non-Western Christian church and Bible 
agencies? 
Because the future of the global Church depends on it. Locally driven outreach is far more 
effective than expatriate missionary work alone. Building local expertise and appropriate 
infrastructure empowers the local church to more sustainably engage in mission. 
  



MARY MARTHA GUILD/LWML 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During October we celebrate the women of the church and the goals of LWML. What 
is LWML?  LWML stands for Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and it is an 
organized auxiliary that continues the long history of women Serving the Lord with 
Gladness. 
 
So what does our local group do? In years without Covid-19, we meet 10 months of 
the year and provide an opportunity for fellowship, learning and supporting mission 
work.  In our congregation, the Mary Martha Guild is responsible for: 
 

Altar Paraments and Candles    Communion Setup 
Rotation of Banners      Funeral Lunches 
Aluminum Can Recycle Program   Stamp*/Box top Collection 
Fall Rummage Sale      Other Projects as Needed 

Cards sent to MMG Members for Birthdays and Bereavement 
 
Unless Covid-19 once again upsets our plan, our next meeting will be October 
12th at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies of the congregation are invited. 
 

The Widow's Mite 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the 
crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in 
large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, 
worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you 
the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They 
all gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty, put in everything — all 
she had to live on" (Mark 12:41-43 NIV). 



Contact Information 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 607 N. Maguire, Warrensburg, MO 64093 
 
 

Our Mission 
· Grow in Christ   · Live in Love   · Share the Faith 

 
 

 Our Vision 

To be a community of believers, disciples, and servants while 
we deepen our personal faith and reach others for Christ. 

 
 

 
 

Rev. Joel R. Kurz 

Tuesday & Thursday: 8am–5pm, Wednesday & Friday: 10am-5pm 

Otherwise by appointment 

Office: 660-747-6742 

Cell Phone: 660-441-5710 

Email: pastor@blchurch.com 

Website:  www.blchurch.com        Facebook: blcwarrensburg 

 

 

Office Manager: 

Cindy Smith 

Monday–Friday: 8am-5pm 

660-747-6742 

officemanager@blchurch.com 

 

Congregational Life Facilitator: 

Rebecca Stewart 

MTW: 8am-2pm 

Thursday by appointment 

clf@blchurch.com 

Bookkeeper: 

Teresa Hillsman 

Tuesday: 3pm–6pm 

Thursday by appointment 

financial@blchurch.com 

 

Please note that Bethlehem Lutheran Church has a closed-circuit video system. This allows for the viewing of the service on 
screens in the building and helps to enhance our security. Please see a trustee or an elder if you have any questions. 

mailto:clf@blchurch.com

