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Sermon Image Paintings
by Richard A. Luehrman

 This series all started in about 1988 when I started fairly regularly doing pen and 
ink sketches during the sermon on blank space in the Sunday bulletins. It became a way of 
making notes most of which were visuals that were jotted down and saved. By 2009 I be-
gan utilizing 5X8” hardbound drawing books. The black leather like covers seemed very 
appropriate to carry into church. There are now some 7 or 8 such books with 90 pages 
each. 
 The paintings were done over the period from 2017 to 2019. Aileen suffered with 
Alzheimer’s for several years, most severely in 2015 and 2016. It was a difficult time when 
there was little time or stamina for me even though I did stay with the sermon sketch-
books. 
 After Aileen died it took awhile to figure out how to live and what to do. Eventu-
ally during that year I began to browse and think back through the time and started to fit 
together the texts for the Sundays and refine the quick images into paintings. Pastor Joel 
and Bruce  Fletcher, the Clinical Psychologist who originally diagnosed Aileen’s condition, 
have been so close and supportive through these years. God has blessed us beyond descrip-
tion.
 The paintings date from 2017 and are at least a major part of the grieving process 
after Aileen’s passing to the arms of our Savior March 2, 2017. Sermon Paintings were 
given to God through Bethlehem in thanksgiving for 67 plus years of life together in Christ 
and for the many years together with the family of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. The 
church council held a silent auction of the paintings with the proceeds going to a mission 
project.
 In 2007 Pastor Joel accepted the call as Senior 
Pastor at Bethlehem.  At his installation, he spoke of 
his love of the name “Bethlehem” for the congrega-
tion, pointing out that Bethlehem meant “The House of 
Bread.”  He worked with the youth groups to bake the 
bread for communion several times and the sketch first 
showed September 23, 2008. It grew to the baking of 
bread drawing by Sept. 23, 2009 and finally the paint-
ing sometime in 2018.
 Somehow the earthy color in the painting just 
became the expression for the quiet concern for the 
people that the Lord touches through Pastor Joel and 
the congregation of Bethlehem Lutheran as this minis-
try grew and “came out of the oven.”
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Bethlehem: The House Of Bread
Come to Bethlehem and See.

Bread of Life on Bended Knee.
The Body of Christ, broken for you.
The Blood of Christ, Shed for you.

 John 6:35  And Jesus said unto them,  “I am the bread of life. He that cometh to me shall 
never hunger and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.”
 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. (Matt. 11: 28-30 text  Sept.23, 2008)
     .......Jesus asked Peter the third time “Do you love me?”  He said, “Lord, you know all 
things; you know that I love you.”  And Jesus said,   “Feed my sheep.”
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 The sermon of 2 September 2011 was, I believe by Vicar Aaron Boerst. The text was 
from Ezekial 18. “For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God: 
wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”
 Thoughts that arose were humility, light, illumination. Pastor Joel was off in Scotland 
and we had talked of the  Monastery Iona where he was visiting, and the illuminated manu-
scripts of the Book Of Kells, as well as the concept of monasteries and the becoming of a ser-
vant. The thought running through it all was - Let there be light.
 Illuminate.  Let there be light. Become a servant. It is quietude and the peaceful pace that 
is sought. “Turn yourselves and live Ye” as Ezekial wrote and as Vicar Aaron pointed out.
 And so, as the thoughts developed, the Holy Spirit became the principal theme and the 
image of the Dove and the flame worked together with and became woven together with the 
cross. The wing and feather-like shapes and the clean blue of the flame of the Holy Spirit blend 
together to become one, just coming together as the painting grew much later in 2018. 
 The painting was given to Darlene Laubenstein in recognition and admiration of her 
years of loving service on the Church Council. 

The Flaming Dove
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Luke 3:15-22 New International Version (NIV)
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John 
might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with[a] water. But 
one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to untie. He will baptize you with[b] the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people 
and proclaimed the good news to them.
19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to Herodias, his 
brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20 Herod added this to them all: 
He locked John up in prison.
The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus
21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was pray-
ing, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.”

The sermon sketch and notes are from January 10, 2010. The note under the drawing is, “The 
golden chalice pours water from earth and gives life and gives life of peace and harmony. And 
that thought seemed to flow out of the reference of Luke 3:15-22. Earth - Fire - Water - The 
dove is peace. The Fire is the Holy Spirit. Water is New Life. John the Baptist is of the earth, a 
shadow. Water is from the stream.  Fire is from Heaven. The spirit is life,....New Life. Through 
all, Jesus brings Humility and compassion. Symbolism in words, images, thoughts, exude from 
the sermons of Pr. Joel Kurz.
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The original sketch here from  
the midnight service Dec. 24, 
2011. The thought that we, 
Bethlehem Lutheran, War-
rensburg are met in thee 
tonight was noted at the bot-
tom.

The Birth of Jesus Christ
Luke: Chapter 2.

2. In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. 2  This was the first reg-
istration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5. To be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth 7 And she 
gave birth to her first born son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels
    8. And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host prais-
ing God and saying, 
 14 “Glory to God in the highest,
 and on earth peace among those
 with whom he is pleased!”
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, 
they made known the saying that had been told them. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shep-
herds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 

Matthew Chapter 2
The Visit of the Wise Men
 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 
from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw 
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”

The Advent Of Our Lord
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The sketch was done during Vicar David’s sermon on March 4, 2018. Thoughts developed 
around the cleansing of the temple making the temple cross centered and the money changers 
scooped out to the ground around as trash. 

John 2:13-25 Jesus Clears the Temple Courts
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple 
courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging 
money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and 
cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who 
sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His 
disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”[a]

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all 
this?”
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”
20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it 
in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words 
that Jesus had spoken.
23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he was 
performing and believed in his name.[b] 24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he 
knew all people. 25 He did not need any testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each 
person.

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
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Sermon Drawing 
 August 20, 2011. 
  The thoughts in the sermon 
that day were Stop!  Look!   Listen! 
As Isaiah wrote in 51: 1-7. And 
through it all there is the thought 
of “Oh taste and See! The Lord is 
good. And He is The Christ!” That 
cross just fills the space through-
out with the Holy Spirit. There’s a 
kind of flaming dove at work again 
here right at the top of the cross.
 John 10 tells us about the 
Good Shepherd in the Fold.

Isaiah 51: 1-7
 1.  Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord: look unto the rock whence 
ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged.
 2.  Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed 
him, and increased him.
 3.  For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilder-
ness like Eden,  and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiv-
ing, and the voice of melody.
 4.  Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, O my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, 
and I will make my judgment to rest for a light of the people.
 5.  My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles 
shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they rest.
 6. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away 
like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but 
my salvation shall be forever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.
 7. Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the 
reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings.

The painting in 2018 led to thoughts of the Good Shepherd and Have No fear Little Flock. That reference is 
treated so well in John 10: 1-4.
John  10
 1. Verily verily I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheep fold, but climbeth up some 
other way, the same is a thief and a robber.
 2. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
 3. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and 
leadeth them out.
 4. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them and the sheep follow him: for they 
know his voice.
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Early in his ministry, Pastor Joel spoke of his love of the name Bethlehem for the congregation 
as it menat”The House of Bread.” Youth groups had baked the bread for communion several 
times and the sketch grew on September 9 2009. Somehow the earthy color in the painting just 
became the expression for the quiet concern for the people that the Lord touches through Pastor 
Joel and the congregation of Bethlehem Lutheran as this ministry grew as it “came out of the 
oven. So this sort of became the theme of this entire project.

Come To Bethlehem and See.
Bread of Life on bended knee.
The Body of Christ, broken for you.
The Blood of Christ, Shed for you.

John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life. He that cometh to me shall never 
hunger and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

(Matthew 11:28-30).Sep 23, 2008
Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light 

John 21: 17
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Je-
sus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.

The House Of Bread
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In A Manger Lowly

In a manger lowly, sleeps the 
heav’nly child  

O’er him fondly bending Mary 
Mother mild  

 
Then haste and let us welcome  

with joyous happy lay  
the infant King of Glory born for 

us today.  
 

Come to bethlehem come and see  
him who’s birth we sing.  

Come adore on bended knee  
Christ the newborn king

In A Manger Lowly

 This was done, I think, after church at home, but I didn’t note the date. It is one of those instances 
where the artist is grateful for something that just happened. I remember just sort of jotting it down in a few 
moments and hardly noticing until a day or more later. Simple feels really good sometimes.
 The song is a childhood memory. 
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The transformation of water into wine at the Marriage at Cana or Wedding at Cana is 
the first miracle attributed to Jesus in the Gospel of John. In the Gospel account, Jesus, 
his mother and his disciples were invited to a wedding and when the wine runs out, Jesus 
delivers a sign of his glory by turning water into wine.

John 2:1-11
Jesus Changes Water Into Wine
 1 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was 
there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples also had been invited to the wedding. 3 When the 
wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
 4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
 6 Nearby stood six stone water jars,  the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 
washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
	 7Jesus	said	to	the	servants,	“fill	the	jars	with	water”;	so	they	filled	them	to	the	
brim.
 8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the ban-
quet.”
 9.They did so,  and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been 
turned into wine. He did not realize there it had come from, though the servants 
who had drawn the water knew. 10 Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, 
“Everyone	brings	out	the	choice	wine	first	and	then	the	cheaper	wine	after	the	
guests	have	had	too	much	to	drink;	but	you	have	saved	the	best	till	now.”
	 11	What	Jesus	did	here	in	Cana	of	Galilee	was	the	first	of	the	signs	through	
which	he	reveals	his	glory;	and	his	disciples	believed	in	him.

The Marriage at Cana: Changing the Water Into Wine.
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The sermon of 10 April 2011 felt rather somber and yet it developed the coming of Easter and the Resur-
rection of Our Lord so beautifully in the stories.  Lazarus emerges predicting the coming resurrection of 

Jesus which occurred in such an amazing and unexpected set of circumstances for Mary and the disciples.

The Raising Of Lazarus
(Adapted here from Wikipedia.)

The raising of Lazarus or the resurrection of Lazarus, is recounted only in the Gos-
pel of John (John 11:1–44). It is a miracle in which Jesus brings Lazarus of Bethany back 
to life four days after his burial.[1][2] In John, this is the last of the miracles that Jesus per-
forms before the Passion and his own resurrection.

Lazarus is the brother of Martha and Mary. The family lives in the village of Betha-
ny, about two miles east of Jerusalem on the south-eastern slope of the Mount of Olives.

The miracle of the raising of Lazarus is the climax of John’s “signs”. It explains the 
crowds seeking Jesus on Palm Sunday, and leads directly to the decision of Caiaphas and 
the Sanhedrin to plan to kill Jesus. Theologians Moloney and Harrington view the raising 
of Lazarus as a “pivotal miracle” which starts the chain of events that leads to the Cru-
cifixion of Jesus. They consider it as a “resurrection that will lead to death”, in that the 
raising of Lazarus will lead to the death of Jesus, the Son of God, in Jerusalem which will 
reveal the Glory of God.[4] Calvin notes that “not only did Christ give a remarkable proof 
of his Divine power in raising Lazarus, but he likewise placed before our eyes a lively im-
age of our future resurrection.”[5]

The Raising of Lazarus
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Luke 9: 28-36   The Transfiguration

28. About eight days after...he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to 
pray.
29 And as he was  praying, the appearance of his face was altered and his clothing became dazzling white.
30. And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of 
his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.
32. No Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake they 
saw his glory and the two men who stood with him.
33. And as the men were parting from him,  Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let 
us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah” – not knowing what he said.
34. As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they 
entered the cloud.
35. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One, listen to him!”
36. And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those 
days anything of what they had seen.

The sketch for the Transfiguration was done during the 
sermon of 14 February 2010. The painting was done in 
June of 2018.

The Transfiguration
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The Living Stream
Still Rolls The Stone

The Song “Still Rolls The Stone” 
was sung by Bob Bennett in 
concert at Bethlehem September 
20, 2009.  Pastor Joel spoke of 
The Living waters flowing right 
out of the empty tomb in his 
remarks at the time. 

 I thought and we discussed 
the analogy of Living Waters 
Flowing  connected to Jesus’ 
charge to the disciples to go and 
baptize.  “Whoever believes in 
me, as the scripture has said, 
“Out of his heart will flow rivers 
of living water.” John 7:37-38.

And to the woman at the well, 
“...If you knew the gift of God, 

and who it is that is saying to you ‘Give me a drink.’ You would have asked him and he would have given 
you living water.” John 4:10

“Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I give him 
will become a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” John 4:14

And then the essence in John 6: 54 “Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and 
I will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on 
my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me and I in him.”

And the second verse of the hymn “You’re My Good Shepherd, I’m Your Sheep” sung at Bethlehem on 
March 22, 2018.
 You led me to a living stream, I heard Your 
 Voice give me a name: You are My own beloved lamb! 
 Alleluia,  Alleluia,  Alleluia.

Go into the world baptizing in Jesus name – Led by the Holy Spirit – that water is intricately intertwined 
with the eternally Living Son and the Father and the Holy Spirit. The water of life – living water -  flows 
out into the world and there springs forth new life. The flower blooms, the blossom dies and is seed, 
buried, planted energized watered, enriched, fertilized springs forth into life – in the living water environ-
ment. Glorious Source of Life.

Still rolls the stone,  still rolls the stone
Still rolls the stone from the grave.
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Sermon of April 5, 2011.

The original sketch was done during the sermon.

The painting is from 2016. Aileen entered Ridgecrest Nursing Center in late October. I thought of 
our long journey ahead. Isaiah’s prophecy seemed appropriate in 2018 as I contemplated the im-
age	at	that	point.	I	had	first	thought	of	it	as	Moses	receiving	instructions	from	the	Lord	in	Numbers	
1:1-2.

“And	the	Lord	spake	unto	Moses	in	the	wilderness	of	Sinai,	in	the	tabernacle	of	the	congregation,	
on	the	first	day	of	the	second	month,	in	the	second	year	after	they	were	come	out	of	the	Land	of	
Egypt, saying
 Take  ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the 
house	of	their	fathers,	with	the	number	of	their	names,	every	male	by	their	polls;
 From twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: thou and 
Aaron shall number them by their armies.

There was a long road ahead. Aileen and I had had a long journey.  And the prophet Isaiah had 
written....

	 And	I	will	bring	the	blind	by	a	way	that	they	knew	not;	I	will	lead	them	in	paths	that	they	
have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things 
I will do for them, and not forsake them. 

Moses and Aaron
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Water From The Rock at Horeb.

Exodus 17: 1-7  Moses Brings water from the rock at Horeb.

 1. The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to 
place as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 
people to drink. 2. So they quarreled with Moses and said “Give us water to drink.” Moses 
replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the Lord to the test?”
 3. But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. 
They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and live-
stock die of thirst?”
 4. Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? They are 
almost ready to stone me.”
 5. The Lord answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of 
the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.6. 
I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out 
of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7. And 
he called the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because they 
tested the Lord saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”
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Moses	Last	Days
The original sermon drawing was done Feb.14, 
2010 Pastor Joel’s sermon text was,
Deuteronomy 32:48-52
48....The	Lord	spoke	to	Moses,	49	Go	up	this	mountain	of	the	Abarium,	Mount	Nebo,	which	is	in	
the land of Canaan. Which I am giving to the people of Israel for a possession. 50  And die on the 
mountain which you go up, and be gathered to your people, as Aaron your brother died in Mount 
Hor and was gathered to his people. 51 because you broke faith with me in the midst of the people 
of Israel at the waters of Meriba-kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin, and because you did not treat me 
as holy in the midst of the people of Israel. 52 For you shall see the land before you, but you shall 
not go there, into the land that I am giving to the people of Israel.
Deuteronomy 34: 1-8
The Death of Moses
1. Then Moses went up from the Plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is oppo-
site	Jericho.	And	the	Lord	showed	him	all	the	land,	Gilead	as	far	as	Dan,		2.	All	Naphtali,	the	land	of	
Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, 3 the Negeb, and the plain, 
that	is	the	Valley	of	Jericho	the	city	of	palm	trees,	as	far	as	Zoar.	4	And	the	Lord	said	to	him,	“This	is	
the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’ I have 
let	you	see		it	with	your	eyes,	but	you	shall	not	go	over	there.”	So	Moses	the	servant	of	the	Lord	died	
there	in	the	land	of	Moab,	according	to	the	word	of	the	Lord,	and	he	buried	him	in	the	valley	of	the	
land of Moab opposite Bethpeor, but no one knows the place of his burial to this day. 7 Moses was 
120 years old when he died. His eye was undimmed, and his vigor was unabated.  8 And the people 
of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and mourning 
for Moses were ended.

Moses Up On Mount Nebo
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The Ascension Of Our Lord from Acts of the Apostles 1:8-11
 “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my wit-
nesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said 
this, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  
 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 
and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?   This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 The Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ is described in the above passage from the Acts of the 
Apostles, and is also noted in Mark 16:19 and Luke 24:50-53. Jesus refers to his Ascension in the Gospel 
of John when he tells Mary Magdalene, “Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father, 
but go to my brothers and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God” (John 20:17). Before his Ascension, Christ spent forty days teaching the Apostles and disciples 
about the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:3). The Lord informed them that they would receive power from the 
Holy Spirit to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The Ascension occurred at Bethany on 
the Mount of Olives (Luke 19:29). Christ’s work of redemption has become known as the Paschal Mys-
tery of Christ and was accomplished principally by his Passion, death, Resurrection, and Glorious Ascen-
sion into Heaven. The Paschal Mystery of Christ constitutes one action for the salvation of mankind, for 
Jesus “was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification” (Romans 4:25).  
 Jesus Christ made multiple appearances in several locations to his disciples for forty days follow-
ing his resurrection. For example, Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene in Jerusalem (Matthew 28:9-
10, Mark 16:9, John 20:14-17), to two disciples on the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32), to Simon Peter 
(Luke 24:34, First Corinthians 15:5), to his disciples in the evening of that first day (John 20:19), and a 
week later to Thomas and the disciples (John 20:26). He appeared to James (First Corinthians 15:7), and 
to Peter and the Apostles in Galilee (Matthew 28:16, John 21:1).  
 His glorious Ascension signified the completion of his time on earth, which is celebrated by the 
Church forty days after the Resurrection and ten days before the Pentecost, the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. Our Lord Jesus Christ gave us hope by promising that “when I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also” (John 14:3). 

The Ascension of Our Lord
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Moses and the Lifting of the Serpent at Hormah
Numbers 21: 1-9
 When the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negeb, heard that Israel was com-
ing by the way of Atharim, he fought against Israel, and took some of them captive. 2 And Israel 
vowed a vow to the Lord and said, “If you will indeed give this people into my hand, then I will 
devote their cities to destruction.” 3 And the Lord heeded the voice of Israel and gave over the 
Canaanites, and they devoted them and their cities to destruction. So the name of the place was 
called Hormah. 
The Bronze Serpent
 4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God and 
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 
is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6 Then the Lord sent fiery serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 And the people 
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against 
you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is 
bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And 
if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

Moses Lifts The Serpent At Hormah
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Exodus 34:29-35 New King James Version (NKJV)
The Shining Face of Moses
29 Now it was so, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the Testi-
mony were in Moses’ hand when he came down from the mountain), that Moses did not know 
that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him. 30 So when Aaron and all the children 
of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 
31 Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation returned to him; 
and Moses talked with them. 32 Afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he gave them 
as commandments all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses 
had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face. 34 But whenever Moses went in be-
fore the Lord to speak with Him, he would take the veil off until he came out; and he would 
come out and speak to the children of Israel whatever he had been commanded. 35 And when-
ever the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then Moses 
would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with Him.

Moses Returns from Mount Sinai With The Two Tablets
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 The second day of 
Spring in 2013,  Palm Sun-
day , Roy Schache was our Elder.
He called that Church services were cancelled at 8 am as an 
eight inch blanket of new snow fell. 
 The world was covered with the pure white of renewal. 
There was a kind of Restoration or it could be thought of as 
Transformation or even Transfiguration of God’s Creation. Our back yard was paved with the pure white 
8 inch blanket and there was Peace and Tranquility in the gentle Transfiguration.  Aileen and I were in 
awe looking out our bedroom window!  And the Cardinals were served on the deck.
 I took photographs, looked and contemplated and later that morning did the sketches. Finally here 
in 2019, in March when the sun is shining and temperatures are in the 50s and 60s, the drawing/painting 
in ink and watercolor loosed the memories. This was one direct sermon that God preached on 24 March, 
2013.  I finally got something on paper in March 24-28 2019. 
 The Lessons for the day don’t really match the sketch or the painting, but the circumstances of the 
weather pattern of the day does have interesting parallels. The references to the light in the Gospel and 
the concept of newness that comes through along with the triumphant entry into Jerusalem with palm 
branches and singing and shouting give us a slightly different kind of majestic day to the 8 inches of snow 
that leave the world so quiet and magnificently renewed. 
 The Holy Spirit descends in the form of a dove. Many times as the voice of God thunders from the 
Heavens.  At Jesus Baptism.....Luke 3:21-22 King James Version (KJV)
21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the 
heaven was opened,
22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, 
which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.
 And at the Transfiguration there is the voice though not the form of the dove.
Matthew 17 verse 5 King James Version (KJV)  5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshad-
owed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased; hear ye him.
 And in John Chapter 17 verse 24 Jesus speaks of the creation as preceding him and I thought of the voice 
descending in our garden over the snow robed tree perhaps saying This is my beloved creation. In it I am 
well pleased.   Care for it as I have cared for you.
      Another of the countless blessings given to us freely. Jesus right in the midst of all creation.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above Ye 
Heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
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It is Empty! Empty Holes, Empty Tomb.
Excerpt From the Portals of Prayer  27 October Sunday and Pastor Joel’s Sermon Image Drawing of 7 

April 2013. The painting is from November 2019 and feels like a culmination of the series. The tomb is empty, 
but the beat goes on.  All of this leads us to Christ seated at the right hand of God the Father in Heaven after the 
ascension and completion of the life of Christ as presented to us for our salvation. The book of John opens with 

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the word was God.
So as the Portals of prayer relates....
No matter how many times you watch a movie or instant replay, the ending stays the same. And yet, 

even though you know the ending, it’s still fun to watch the “happily ever after” unfold.
Likewise, no matter how many times you read the Gospel, the story is still the same – and this is the 

very best of news for us. Jesus lived the perfect life we could not live and died the death we deserved. The cross 
and borrowed tomb are still empty. God is still on the throne with a risen Jesus by His side. Because Christ is 
“the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8), we can have confidence that our ending is secure 
and certain: God wins, Satan is defeated, and those who believe in Jesus as their Savior by the power of the  
Holy Spirit will live forever with Him in heaven..

Dear Jesus, thank you for saving me from death.  Keep my eyes focused on eternity with You.  Amen.
And the Living Water still flows from the empty tomb.
This seemed like the beautiful conclusion to the Sermon, and then I went on the Alaskan Cruise with my 

daughters and family. So the conclusion sums up with 1 John chapter 5 on the next page, and one more painting 
so inspired by God’s beautiful creation in Glacier National Park. Amen. Peace and Tranquility.  Dick Luehrman.

Empty!
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18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of 
God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. 19 We know that we are children of 
God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We know also that the Son 
of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And 
we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.

1 John Chapter 5.  
Faith in the Incarnate Son of God
1. Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves 

the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by 
loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his com-
mands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the 
world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that over-
comes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water 
only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 
7 For there are three that testify: 8 the[a] Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agree-
ment. 9 We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony 
of God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this 
testimony. Whoever does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because they have not 
believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.

Concluding Affirmations
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 

know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 
ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever 
we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.

16 If you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you should 
pray and God will give them life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin 
that leads to death. I am not saying that you should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, and 
there is sin that does not lead to death.
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The Mountain Of The Lord.
Isaiah 2 King James Version (KJV) 

2:1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be 
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall 
flow unto it.
3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to 
the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: 
for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
5 O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD.
6 Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they be replenished from 
the east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of 
strangers.
7 Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their treasures; their land is 
also full of horses, neither is there any end of their chariots:
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