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Opening Hymn #630 Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling 
 

Invocation (Please stand) 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation 
P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

Confessional Address 
P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, in which He strengthens our faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood to 

drink. Therefore, it is proper that we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to 

do, for this holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those who are 

troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and 

hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

  

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and 

death, from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus 

Christ has had mercy on us. For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for 

us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the 

punishment we deserve. 

  

So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy 

living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, 

and all that I do and suffer is for your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to 

eat.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink 

of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into 

Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace 

and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives 

forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.” 

  

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word 

and promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 

  

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was 

delivered for our offenses and raised for our justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt 



thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love 

one another as He has loved us. For we are all one bread and one body, even as we are 

all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is 

filled with wine of many grapes and one bread made from countless grains, so also we, 

being many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in 

word, but in deed and in truth. 

  

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy 

Spirit, accomplish this in us. 

C Amen. 

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him for the 

sake of His Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
Confession of Sins 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 

to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

  

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 

  

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes. 

  

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 

 

Absolution 
P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Blessing 
P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, 

soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls 

you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Invocation (Please stand) 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word pg. 184 
Introit (sung responsively with the choir)  

 

But far be it from | me to boast* 

 except in the cross of our Lord | Jesus Christ. 

In him is salvation, life, and resurrection | from the dead;* 

 by him we are redeemed and set at | liberty. 

May God be gracious to us and | bless us* 

 and make his face to shine up- | on us, 

that your way may be | known on earth,* 

 your saving power among all | nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, | O God;* 

 let all the peoples | praise you! 

God, our God, shall | bless us.* 

 God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth | fear him! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 



 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

But far be it from | me to boast* 

 except in the cross of our Lord | Jesus Christ. 

In him is salvation, life, and resurrection | from the dead;* 

 by him we are redeemed and set at | liberty. 

Kyrie 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. 

Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits 

of Your redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 24:3–11 
 3Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just decrees. And all 

the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 
4And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at 

the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent 

young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of 

oxen to the LORD. 6And Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he 



threw against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the 

people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8And 

Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the 

LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and 

Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was 

under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11And he 

did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Response  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 

 23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is 

my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way also he took the 

cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.27Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of 

the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. 28Let a 

person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29For anyone who eats 

and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30That is why many of 

you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be 

judged. 32But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned 

along with the world. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Tract  

He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 

 the LORD is gracious and | merciful. 

He provides food for those who | fear him;* 

 he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 

My flesh is true food, and my blood is | true drink.* 

 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and | I in him. 

 

Holy Gospel John 13:1–15, 34–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter. 

  

 



  

 1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 

out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end. 2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 

to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 

come from God and was going back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and 

taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 

disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you 

do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never 

wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon 

Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, 

“The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. 

And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; that was why 

he said, “Not all of you are clean.”12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments 

and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13You call 

me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have given you an 

example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. . . . 

 34A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 

you, you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day #617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 
 

Sermon 
 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
We remember all those in need of  continued strength and healing:  

Ron Whitesel  
Shelby Evans (stage 4 lung cancer)   
Sandy Avey, Joellen Meyer  
Ellie Anderson (friend of Sarena Wirgau) 
Brandon Tomlinson (son in-law of the Brinkleys) 
Tom Black (father of Ed Black), Sandra Flum (Susan Graft’s sister)  
Barbara Murphy (Melissa Price’s grandmother) 

We pray for our expectant mothers:   Sierra Patrick,  Abigail (Springer) Mayer,  
Megan Morrow, Margaret Moore, Reese Springer, Lauren Stoppenhagen 

We pray for protection:  Pastor and Mrs. Moehring’s son Stephen in Israel. 
We pray for our members shut-in:   

Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte (Ossian Healthcare) 
Imogene Bultemeier- in Hospice, Marilyn Meyer (Kingston) 
Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 
Gloria Siela (home), Charlotte Bultemeier (StoryPoint West) 
Rev. Donald Lutz (Lutheran Life Village) 
Norwin Bauermeister (Astral in Auburn) 

We pray for our Church, School and all her workers  
We pray for all military personnel   
 

Service of the Sacrament pg. 194 
Preface 

 

 
  

 



 

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 



     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church administers 
this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.  It is 
celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and Wine, the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  Furthermore, the communicants as 
a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their faith.  Those desiring to receive the 
Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister 
congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the 
Pastor before the service. 

 
Distribution Hymns:  #631 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 
 #446 Jesus, Greatest at the Table 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 
  

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

Thanksgiving 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus 

 
  



 
 

Benediction 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Closing Hymn #445 When You Woke That Thursday Morning 
 
 
 
 
Stripping of the Altar is done in preparation of the solemn observance of Good Friday.  As 
this is being done, Psalm 22 is chanted by soloists.    
   

Maundy Thursday: The name Maundy Thursday is from the Latin meaning "the Day of 
the Commandment," which refers to the words of our Lord in the Holy Gospel: "You also 
ought to wash one another's feet." and "A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another; just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another." As well as to the 
command of the Epistle, "This do in remembrance of Me." - Adapted from Fred H. 
Lindemann The Sermon and the Propers (Concordia: 1958) 
 
The Stripping of the Altar: "The depth of Christ's servanthood is demonstrated as the altar 
is reverently stripped in preparation for the Church's observance of Jesus' death on Good 
Friday. On (Maundy) Thursday, the Church . . . begins the journey through the three days of 
Christ's Passover from death to life and from captivity to freedom." - From The Lutheran 
Service Book: Altar Book (Concordia: 2006). 



 
IN HIS SERVICE 

Preaching Rev. Anthony Dodgers  
Celebrant Rev. Samuel Wirgau   
Fieldworker  Sem. Morgan Phillips  
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Glen Werling 
Elders on Duty   Glen Werling and Bruce Werling   
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Choir Bethlehem Adult Choir 
Acolytes Elders  
Altar Guild Chairman Tisha Laley and Cheryl Louison 
Ushers Rory Geiger, Lane Harkless, Isaac Harkless 
 Darren Patrick, Mark Patrick, Cole Patrick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICE SCHEDULE: 
Good Friday – Tre Ore Service at St. John, Bingen from noon-3:00p.m 
Good Friday Service at Bethlehem 7:00p.m. 
Holy Saturday – Easter Vigil at St. John, Bingen starting at 8:00 p.m. 
Easter Sunrise Service at Bethlehem 6:30 a.m. 
Easter Breakfast in Fellowship Hall starting at 7:30 a.m. 
Easter Day Service at Bethlehem 9:00 a.m.  

Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                 260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                        260-597-7121 
Bethlehem Lutheran School                                      260-597-7366 
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster: Rev. Anthony Dodgers   616-648-6489 
Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                   260-705-4105 
Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                  260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.BethlehemOssian.org 

mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/

