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Pre-Service Music  Bethlehem Handbell Choir    “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 
 
Opening Hymn #797 Praise the Almighty 

 

Invocation (Please stand) 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word pg. 184 
Introit (sung responsively with the choir)  

 

Be a rock of ref- | uge for me,* 

 a strong fortress to | save me! 

For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 

 and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;* 

 in your righteousness de- | liver me! 



Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 

 you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God. 

Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am | in distress;* 

 my eye is wasted from grief; my soul and my body | also. 

Make your face shine on your | servant;* 

 save me in your | steadfast love! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Be a rock of ref- | uge for me,* 

 a strong fortress to | save me! 

For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 

 and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P O Lord, mercifully hear our prayers and having set us free from the bonds of our sins 

deliver us from every evil; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  



 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:3–7 

3Strengthen the weak hands, 

 and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 

 “Be strong; fear not! 

Behold, your God 

 will come with vengeance, 

with the recompense of God. 

 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 

 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 

For waters break forth in the wilderness, 

 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

 and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 

 the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Response    “O Day Full of Grace” 
 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 13:1–13 

 1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 

and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all 

I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4Love is patient 

and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it 

is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7Love 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.8Love never ends. As for 

prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 
9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass 

away. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When 

I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. 

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.13So now faith, hope, 

and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 



A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Tract (sung by the choir)  

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth!* 

 Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with | singing! 

Know that the LORD, | he is God!* 

 It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his | pasture. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 18:31–43 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 

  

 
  

 31Taking the twelve, [Jesus] said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and 

everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 32For he 

will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit 

upon. 33And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” 34But they 

understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp what 

was said. 35As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36And 

hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. 37They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is 

passing by.” 38And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39And those who were in 

front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy 

on me!” 40And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he came near, he 

asked him, 41“What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover my sight.” 
42And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made you well.” 43And immediately 

he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave 

praise to God. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day #849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
 

Sermon 
 

Offertory 

 

 



 

 

 
   

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
We remember all those in need of  continued strength and healing:  

Joellen Meyer, Norwin Bauermeister  
Ellie Anderson (friend of Sarena Wirgau) 
Brandon Tomlinson (son in-law of the Brinkleys) 
Tom Black (father of Ed Black), Sandra Flum (Susan Graft’s sister)  
Barbara Murphy (Melissa Price’s grandmother) 

In time of comfort and sorrow:  family of Joyce Krumma (aunt of Rick Krumma) 
Wedding Anniversary blessing  Doyle and Laura Werling celebrating 67 years of marriage  
Thanksgiving for the birth   of a baby girl to Rob and Kristin Gresley 
We pray for our expectant mothers:   Sierra Patrick,  Abigail (Springer) Mayer,  

Margaret Moore, Reese Springer, Lauren Stoppenhagen 
We pray for protection:  Pastor and Mrs. Moehring’s son Stephen in Israel. 
We pray for our members shut-in:   

Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte (Ossian Healthcare) 
Imogene Bultemeier- in Hospice, Marilyn Meyer (Woodcrest) 
Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 
Gloria Siela (home), Charlotte Bultemeier (StoryPoint West) 
Rev. Donald Lutz (Lutheran Life Village) 

We pray for our Church, School and all her workers  
We pray for all military personnel   
 

Service of the Sacrament pg. 194 



Preface 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 



 

 

 

 
  

Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church administers 
this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions.  It is 
celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and Wine, the very Body and 
Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  Furthermore, the communicants as 
a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their faith.  Those desiring to receive the 
Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister 
congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the 
Pastor before the service. 

 
Distribution Hymns #637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 
 #639 Wide Open Stand the Gates 
 #744 Amazing Grace 
 #819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good 
 #861 Christ Be My Leader 
Nunc Dimittis 

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Thanksgiving 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  



 
 

Salutation 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus 

 
  

 
 

Benediction 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Closing Hymn #685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching/Celebrant Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
Fieldworkers  Sem. Morgan Phillips  
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Glen Werling 
Elders on Duty   Dave Flesch and Steve Conrad   
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Choirs Bethlehem Handbell and Adult Choir 
Acolytes Jude Wirgau and Jacob Bultemeier  
Altar Guild Chairman Tisha Laley and Cheryl Louison 
Ushers Rory Geiger, Lane Harkless, Isaac Harkless 
 Darren Patrick, Mark Patrick, Cole Patrick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY                         9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion                
                                      10:15 a.m.    Adult Bible Class and Sunday School  
                                      11:15 a.m.    Board of Elders Meeting  
                                      11:30 a.m.    Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
MONDAY                      6:00 p.m.   PTL Meeting                 
                  7:00 p.m.    Handbell Choir Practice  
WEDNESDAY            10:00 a.m.   Chapel Service  
         5:00-5:30 p.m.    Private Confession and Absolution  
                                       7:00 p.m.    Ash Wednesday Divine Service   
                                       8:00 p.m.    Adult Choir Practice 
THURSDAY                 1:00 p.m.     Blanket Sewing  
FRIDAY                       NO SCHOOL – Teacher Inservice  
SUNDAY                      9:00 a.m.   Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                      10:15 a.m.    Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
                                      11:30 a.m.    Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
                           

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or the church office at 597-7121. 

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 

Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                 260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                        260-597-7121 
Bethlehem Lutheran School                                      260-597-7366 
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster: Rev. Anthony Dodgers   616-648-6489 
Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                   260-705-4105 
Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                  260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.BethlehemOssian.org 

mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian
mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/


WE WELCOME ALL OUR VISITORS this morning to our church and worship service in the 
name of  our Lord Jesus Christ.  We ask that you please complete a green visitor’s card from the pew 
and place it in the offering plate. Also, please be sure to introduce yourself  to the Pastor and to 
others in attendance and feel free to worship with us again.  
 

FLOWERS PLACED UNDER THE HYMNBOARD  this morning have been given to 
the glory of  God in thanksgiving of  67 years of  marriage to Doyle and Laura Werling. 
 

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION - As in years past, for all the 
Wednesdays of Lent Pastor will be available for Individual Confession and Absolution (LSB 
page 292) from 5:00-5:30 in the sanctuary of Bethlehem for those who would desire this as 
part of the Lenten devotions. As with the rite of Confession and Absolution that begins each 
of our Sunday services, the rite for individuals is yet another opportunity for us to confess 
our sins and receive forgiveness from Christ through the pastor. Every sin does not need to 
be listed nor do any particular sins need to be named. But for those sins "which we know 
and feel in our hearts" (Small Catechism) this is a wonderful opportunity to hear and receive 
the comforting forgiveness of Christ. Pastor will never speak of the sins confessed as he 
vowed in his ordination. He is happy to familiarize you with the rite either before 
Wednesday or when you come in. He is also available at other times by appointment. If you 
have questions, reach out to him. 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING -Sunday, February 25th at 11:15 a.m.  (Slate of  
Candidates Approved) 
 
THANK YOU – Dear Bethlehem Friends, thank you so much for all the lovely birthday 
cards and phone calls that helped to make my birthday special.  God bless you.  Joyce 
Schaper 
 
There are LENTEN DEVOTIONALS available if anyone would like a copy they are 
located next to the bulletins. The illustrations are from the students at Bethlehem 
Lutheran School, assembled by Deaconess Boehm.  
 
PICK UP YOUR SUPER BOWL SUBS TODAY – Please pick up your Super Bowl subs 
today from 10:15 -11:30 a.m. at the gym kitchen or drive up at the gym entrance and we will 
bring it out to you.  WE HAVE EXTRA SUBS AVAILABLE for $11.00 each.  Thank you 
 
BAKE SALE TODAY – The Women of  Bethlehem will be having a Bake Sale of  goodies 
today.  Plan to pick up a dessert to go with your sub sandwich! 
 
 



ALTAR GUILD – Please consider preparing the altar for services.  We need volunteers, 
especially for the month of  March.  Sign up on the bulletin board or see Tisha Laley or 
Cheryl Louison.   
 
Thursday, February 15th the BLANKET COMMITTEE will meet at 1:00 pm in the school 
basement to knot blankets that are being sent to Charis House. Anyone is welcome to meet 
with us.  Charis House is for the women and children experiencing a homeless crisis.   
 
SEMINARY GUILD - Ladies, please join the Seminary Guild on Tuesday, February 13, in 
Luther Hall at 1:00 pm.  The guest speaker will be CTSFW President, Rev. Dr. Lawrence 
Rast Jr who will speak to us about "Leading CTSFW."  We will be celebrating the Guild's 
85th anniversary. 
 

CHILI COOK OFF & GAME NIGHT- Friday, February 16th starting at 6:00 pm, held at 
New Hope Lutheran Church. Sponsored by the Bethlehem and New Hope Youth Groups 
to raise funds for the 2024 Higher Things Event this summer. Sign up to bring your 
signature chili on the sheet posted to the bulletin board.  This is a free-will offering event.  
 
CHOCOLATE DAY – Women of Bethlehem Event on Saturday, February 24th at 10:00 
a.m.  Cindy Bergdall will be presenting how she makes chocolates with participants being 
able to make their own caramel pretzel along with sample as well! RSVP to Deaconess 
Wendy Boehm by February 18th.   
 
Donations for New Library Bookshelves - Library Improvement Phase II 
Once again, thank you to everyone who contributed to Phase I of our room swap for the 
Library and Kindergarten. It was a great success! We are now beginning to raise money for 
Phase II, which will improve our library with new bookshelves. These will be wooden 
bookshelves, handmade by a member of our church. This project will also create more space 
for books, with shelves for all three walls of the new library, which will add room for our 
collection to grow. Please consider making a donation to this beautiful and useful project. 
Make checks out to Bethlehem Lutheran School and include a memo: Library Phase II. 
 
NEW WholyFit Classes Starting Soon! Ladies, join us for a Christ-centered 
alternative to yoga. These classes provide a safe way to increase flexibility,  build 
muscle and core strength, improve mobility,  reduce stress and improve mental 
well-being. And the best part, you will be memorizing Scripture as you move! 
Designed for all fitness levels. Classes will be offered Mondays and Thursdays 
at 7pm beginning February 19. Signup Sheet is located on the Women of 
Bethlehem bulletin board or call/text Deann Oliver at 616-894-0144 for more 
information.  



Offering Feb. 4, 2024                                   Financial Report       
 Average weekly need $13,818            Home Fund Balance $1,299.98 

Home Fund Env.      $12,893.44       Next week bills due:  $12,000 

Synod                                20.15                        Bills due two weeks: $6,000 

Loose                            148.48       Savings Account Balance $44,082.56 

Scholarship Fund                            Borrowed from Savings: $2,200 

Improvement  Fund        335.00                       Operating Loan Debt:  $4,500   

Endowment Fund              

Music Fund                    Church/Communion Attendance  

Sunday School                15.50      Sunday                  159/122 
Home Fund Mem.            45.00    Wednesday           13/11 

Gym Use                          20.00           WOB Church Bathroom Project:   $10,387.13   

              Total          $13,477.57            Library Phase II Project:  $6,186.06  
    

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURH FRIEDHEIM-Church Dinner, Craft and Custom Dessert Boxes 

Sale, Sunday, March 10th held in the Dahling Family Life Center.  Menu includes homemade 

chicken noodle and ham and bean soups, pulled pork, sloppy joe and hot dog sandwiches, a 

variety of homemade salads and pies.  The meal is served from 10:30-1:30pm. With din-in and 

carry out service.  The Joyful Voices Choir and Instrumentalists directed by Allison Ulmer will 

be featured from 11:30-12:30 pm during the meal service. Free-will donations will be accepted 

with proceeds going towards debt reduction.    

 

The Concordia Choir from Concordia University Irvine performs their Midwest Tour 2024.  

The talented ensemble of 48 collegiate singers, under the direction of Dr. Michael Busch, 

presents a meaningful program of classics from sacred choral literature, while featuring the 

compelling music of living composers.  Enjoy a beautiful evening of music as they perform at 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Kramer Chapel, on February 25th at 4:30 pm.   

 

Concordia Lutheran Church and School is thrilled to host the Singing Saints from St. Paul 

Lutheran High School in Concordia, Missouri on their 2024 domestic tour. The choir will present 

their concert program at 7pm on Friday, March 1st at Concordia Lutheran Church, 4245 Lake 

Avenue.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RECITATION & PRAYER FOR CLASSROOM AND HOME 

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

A hymn may be sung. 

Recite Together: 

The Ten Commandments 

You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it Holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Additional Memory Work for the week may be recited. 

Scripture Reading and/or Devotion Lesson 

Prayers and Intercessions  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Learn-by-heart all or some of the provided text as age and ability of 

your household allows.  

What is the Fifth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer? 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. 

 

What does this mean? 

We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our 

sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither worthy of the 

things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that 

He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely 

deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and 

gladly do good to those who sin against us. 

 

What is Psalm 130:3-4? 

If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

    O Lord, who could stand? 

But with You there is forgiveness, 

    that You may be feared. 

Psalm 130:3-4 

 

 
 
 

 

 


