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Opening Address 
P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy 

season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the 

holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-

denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His 

Word and draws from it life and hope. 

  

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the 

power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come 

to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 

 

Litany for Ash Wednesday 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 

by Your holy nativity; 

by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 

by Your agony and bloody sweat; 

by Your cross and passion; 

by Your precious death and burial; 

by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 

and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; 

in all time of our prosperity; 



in the hour of death; 

and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; 

to bless our prayer and meditation; 

to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 

and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To draw all to Yourself; 

to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 

to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the 

abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; 

to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 

and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To turn our hearts to You; 

to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 

and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 



Concluding Collect 
P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 

wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal 

nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully 

pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are 

repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Address for Imposition of Ashes 
(Those who wish may come forward at this time to receive the Imposition of Ashes) 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

Hymn  #613 To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All 
Hymn  #614 “As Surely as I Live,” God Said      

Service of the Word  pg. 151 
Invocation (Please Stand) 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Introit (sung responsively with the Choir)  

 

You have mercy on | all, O Lord,* 

 and abhor nothing | you have made. 

You look past the sins of men that they | may repent.* 

 You spare them all because you are our | Lord, our God. 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merci- | ful to me,* 

 for in you my soul takes | refuge; 

in the shadow of your wings I will take | refuge,* 

 till the storms of destruction | pass by. 

I cry out to | God Most High,* 

 to God who fulfills his pur- | pose for me. 

He will send from heaven and | save me.* 

 God will send out his steadfast love and his | faithfulness! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

You have mercy on | all, O Lord,* 

 and abhor nothing | you have made. 

You look past the sins of men that they | may repent.* 

 You spare them all because you are our | Lord, our God. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 

  

 
  



 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 



P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins 

of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and 

acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C    Amen 

 
Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12–19 

12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 

 “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

 for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

 and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

 and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

 for the LORD your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 consecrate a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 

 16gather the people. 

Consecrate the congregation; 

 assemble the elders; 

gather the children, 

 even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

 and the bride her chamber. 
17Between the vestibule and the altar 

 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 

and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

 and make not your heritage a reproach, 

 a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

 ‘Where is their God?’” 

18Then the LORD became jealous for his land 

 and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 

 grain, wine, and oil, 



 and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 

 a reproach among the nations.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual (sung by the choir)  

Be merciful to me, O God, be merci- | ful to me,* 

 for in you my soul takes | refuge. 

He will send from heaven and | save me;* 

 he will put to shame him who tramples | on me. 

 
Choral Response   “Out of the Depths, have I cried unto Thee”   

 

Epistle 2 Peter 1:2–11 
 2May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 
3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4by which he has granted to us his 

precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine 

nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5For this 

very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6and 

knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 
7and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8For if these qualities are 

yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having 

forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to 

make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11For in 

this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Lenten Verse  

 

 



 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 6:16–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

  

 
  

 16[Jesus said:] “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they 

disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your 

fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who 

sees in secret will reward you. 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day    #607 From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 
 
Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church 
We remember all those in need of  continued strength and healing:  

Makayla Berkey (3rd grade student diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma ) 
Lee Braselton , Rev. David Seeger  

  Deanna Sinn (daughter of Imogene Bultemeier) 
  Vicki Tomlinson (friend of the Brinkleys battling cancer) 

Joellen Meyer, David Nahrwold 
 We pray for our members shut-in:   

 Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte (Ossian Healthcare) 
Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest) 
Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 

 We pray for our schools 
 We pray for our Church and all her workers  

We pray for all military personnel  
 
Offering 

 



Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament  pg. 160 
Preface 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 



     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
administers this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran 
Confessions.  It is celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and 
Wine, the very Body and Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  
Furthermore, the communicants as a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their 
faith.  Those desiring to receive the Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of 
Bethlehem or of a sister congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to 
please speak with the Pastor before the service. 

 

Distribution Hymns     #608 Lord, to You I Make Confession 
 #609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 
 #610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
 #611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 



Nunc Dimittis (Please stand) 

            

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given 

us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 



Benediction 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn     #536 One Thing’s Needful 
 

 
 

WE WELCOME ALL OUR VISITORS this evening to our church and worship service 
in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ.  We ask that you please complete a green visitor’s card 
from the pew and place in the offering plate. Also, please be sure to introduce yourself  to 
the Pastor and to others in attendance and feel free to worship with us again.  

 
 

IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching/Celebrant Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
Deacon Rev. Anthony Dodgers 
Fieldworkers Sem. Isaac Spangler and Sem. Morgan Phillips 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Glen Werling  
Elders on Duty   Ted Schumm and Jerry Meyer  
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Choir Bethlehem Adult Choir 
Acolytes  MacKenzie Price and Rachel Werling 
Altar Guild Chairman Amy Schueler and Tisha Laley  
Ushers Travis Avey, Jeff Gresley, Cole Louison 
 Peyton Laley, Jared Meyer, Kyle Patrick, Dean Scheumann 

 


