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Pre-Service Music   “Lift Up Your Heads You Everlasting Doors” 
 
Opening Hymn #338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation  (Please stand) 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 



sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word  pg. 184 
Introit (sung responsively with the choir)  

 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

 The Lord | is at hand. 

LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 

 you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 

You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 

 you covered | all their sin. 

Will you not revive | us again,* 

 that your people may re- | joice in you? 

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

 The Lord | is at hand. 

 

Kyrie 

 



 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our 

hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1–11 
Comfort for God’s People 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

 that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 



 and all flesh shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

The Word of God Stands Forever 

6A voice says, “Cry!” 

 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 

 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades 

 when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

 surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades, 

 but the word of our God will stand forever. 

The Greatness of God 

9Get you up to a high mountain, 

 O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

 O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 

 lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

 “Behold your God!” 
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

 and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him. 
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 

 and gently lead those that are with young. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Response      “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 
 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 4:1–5 

The Ministry of Apostles 

 1This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 
God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very 

small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge 

myself. 4I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord 

who judges me. 5Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who 



will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Then each one will receive his commendation from God. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

  

 
  

 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 
3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight and the 

lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor 

have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”7As they 

went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 

wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man 

dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of 

whom it is written,“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way 

before you.’ 11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater 

than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 



     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day #345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 



 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
We remember all those in need of  continued strength and healing:  
  Lee Braselton (diagnostic testing)   
  Vicki Tomlinson (friend of the Brinkleys battling cancer) 

Joellen Meyer, Gloria Siela, David Nahrwold, Margaret Whitesel 
  Bryce Bowman and family (former student battling cancer) 

Tammy Dahling (wife of Pastor Dan Dahling) 
 We pray for our members shut-in:   

 Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte (Ossian Healthcare) 



Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest) 
Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 

 We pray for our schools 
 We pray for our Church and all her workers  

We pray for all military personnel  

Service of the Sacrament  pg. 194 
Preface 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 
  



 
Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
administers this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran 
Confessions.  It is celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and 
Wine, the very Body and Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  
Furthermore, the communicants as a body of believers make a confession of the unity of 
their faith.  Those desiring to receive the Sacrament with us, who are not 
communicant members of Bethlehem or of a sister congregation of the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to please speak with the Pastor before the 
service. 
 
Distribution Hymns #629 What Is This Bread 
 #630 Now, My Tongue, the Mystery Telling 
 #350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 
 #344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 #820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker 

 



Nunc Dimittis (Please stand) 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

Thanksgiving 

 
  

 



Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given 

us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus 

 
  

 
 

Benediction 

 

 



 
  

 
 

Closing Hymn #849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
Celebrant Rev. Anthony Dodgers 
Fieldworkers  Sem. Isaac Spangler and Sem. Morgan Phillips 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Lloyd Meyer 
Elders on Duty   Dave Flesch and Lloyd Meyer    
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Choirs Handbell and Adult Choir  
Acolyte Jacob Bultemeier and Luke Harkless 
Altar Guild Chairman Amy Schueler and Tisha Laley  
Ushers Todd Ottinger, Ryan Ottinger, Ethan Ottinger 
 Jay Werling, Collin Laley, Kaden Laley, Landon Geiger  

  
TODAY                9:00 a.m.     Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                    10:15 a.m.      Adult Bible Class and Sunday School  
                                    11:15 a.m.      Board of Elders Meeting  
                                    11:30 a.m.      Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
MONDAY                7:00 p.m.      Handbell Choir Practice 
TUESDAY                   5:00 p.m.      Board of Christian Education Meeting 
                                      5:00 p.m.      Boys vs Zion (HOME) 
                                      6:00 p.m.      Var. Girls vs Zion (HOME) 
                                      7:30 p.m.      Public School Confirmation Class 
WEDNESDAY           10:15 a.m.     Chapel Service  
                                      6:00 p.m       LYF Supper                                
               7:00 p.m.    Advent Evening Divine Service 
                                      8:00 p.m.     Adult Choir Practice 
SUNDAY                 9:00 a.m.     Divine Service with Holy Communion 
              10:15 a.m.     Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
                                     11:15 a.m.     Church Council Meeting  
                                     11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 

Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                           260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                        260-597-7121 
Bethlehem Lutheran School                                    260-597-7366 
Assoc. Pastor, Headmaster Rev. Anthony Dodgers    616-648-6489 
Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                   260-705-4105 
Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                           260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.BethlehemOssian.org 

mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/


Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 597-7121. 
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 

 
WE WELCOME ALL OUR VISITORS this morning to our church and worship service 
in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ.  We ask that you please complete a green visitor’s card 
from the pew and place in the offering plate. Also, please be sure to introduce yourself  to 
the Pastor and to others in attendance and feel free to worship with us again.  
 
Holiday Worship Schedule:  Please join us for Wednesday evening Advent Divine 
Services at 7:00 pm.  The LYF will be providing a light supper before each of the 
Advent Services beginning at 6 pm (sloppy chicken sandwiches).  The Children’s Christmas 
Service will be held on Wednesday, December 21st at 7:00 pm.  The Christmas Eve Service 
on December 24th at 7:00 p.m. and Christmas Day Service on December 25th at 9:00 a.m.  
New Year’s Eve Service on December 31st at 7:00 p.m. Epiphany Divine Service on January 
6th at 7:00 p.m.   
 
GAUDETE SUNDAY today- Although the liturgical color for most of the Advent season 
is violet, emphasizing expectation, waiting and repentance, the color for the third Sunday in 
Advent is rose depicting joy and gladness in the nearness of the Lord’s redemption. Gaudete 
is the Latin word “rejoice!” It is the first word in the introit: Rejoice in the Lord always. Phil 4:4  
Gaudete Sunday is also the lighting of the pink candle in the Advent wreath symbolizing joy. 
The Church’s celebration of Advent and Gaudete Sunday goes back as far as the fourth 
century. Thank you for joining us in observing this ancient liturgical tradition by wearing 
pink or rose. 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING – Sunday, December 18th at 11:15 a.m. 
 
COOKIE WALK – Please join us of a “Cookie Walk” on Sunday, December 18th.  There 
will be a sign up sheet for anyone wanting to donate.  Cookies will be sold at $5 for 1 ½ doz. 
 
2023 Offering Envelopes are now available.  Please plan to pick up your box from the 
tables in the north hallway.  Boxes should be alphabetized.   
 
PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK THE FELLOWSHIP HALL KITCHEN FOR 
ANY PANS/DISHES LEFT AFTER THE INSTALLATION DINNER.   
 
 
 

mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian


Book Club: For anyone who has not signed up but would like to read "Gilead" for our 
Book Club pick, there's still time. We will be meeting after the holidays on January 7th 
around 9am at Crimson House to discuss the book. Any questions contact Deaconess 
Wendy Boehm. 
 
Diana Thorpe is offering Christmas Cemetery Saddles for sale.  If interested, please 
contact her at 260-438-7159.   
 

Plan to visit the Scrip table for all of your HOLIDAY shopping needs or contact 
Melissa Price at 260-433-5307 with your orders.  Thank you 

 
CHRISTMAS FLOWER ORDERS- 
Red Poinsettia plants will be used for the Poinsettia tree this year.  Please see the order form 
inserted in today’s bulletin to place your orders  
 

Offering December 4, 2022                      Financial Report       
 Average weekly need $11,342   Home Fund Balance  $4,824.21 

Home Fund Env.       $11,074.91  Next week bills due:  $6,000 

Synod                                 45.00              Bills due two weeks: $15,000 

Loose                     540.95  Savings Account Balance $23,638.93 

Scholarship Fund                 Borrowed from Savings:  PAID 

Improvement Fund             94.85   Operating Loan Debt: PAID   

Endowment Fund                

Music Fund                             

Sound System/Video                Church/Communion Attendance  

      Sunday School                        Sunday   197/124        

     Fellowship Hall Rental     90.00   Installation  136/92          

     Lutheran Witness              39.00   Wednesday   51/27  
                         Total        $11,884.71 

 

 

 

  

125th Anniversary Ornaments are still available for 
$3.00 each.  Be sure to get yours TODAY at the 
table set up in the hallway.  
 
 

 
 
 



RECITATION & PRAYER FOR CLASSROOM AND HOME 

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

A hymn may be sung. 

Recite Together: 

The Ten Commandments 

You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it Holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Additional Memory Work for the week may be recited. 

Scripture Reading and/or Devotion Lesson 

Prayers and Intercessions  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Learn-by-heart all or some of the provided text as age and ability of 

your household allows.  

 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires and that a 

new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever. 

 

Where is this written?  

St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: 

We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of 

the Father, we too may live a new life. Romans 6:4 

 

What is Galatians 5:17? 

For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the 

Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep 

you from doing the things you want to do. Galatians 5:17 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA PLANT ORDER FORM 
 

The Poinsettia Christmas plants will again be used to decorate the church this year! 

If interested in ordering plants, please return this form with your payment  

to the church office by Sunday, Dec. 11th 

 
 

*Flowers will be RED this year and you can pick them up after the Christmas Day Service.  

Thank you 
  

 

#__________    6 ” pot - RED      $12.00  
               
   

Please make checks payable to:  Bethlehem Ladies Aid. 

  
 

Ordered by:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF:____________________________________________________________ 

                             

 

IN HONOR OF:______________________________________________________________ 

 
 


