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Opening Hymn      #362 O Sing of Christ 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Order of Holy Baptism   p. 268 
 
Introit (sung responsively)  

 

Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 

 holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore. 

Your throne is established | from of old;* 

 you are from ever- | lasting. 

The LORD reigns; he is robed in | majesty;* 

 the LORD is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt. 

Yes, the world is es- | tablished;* 

 it shall nev- | er be moved. 

The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted | up their voice;* 

 the floods lift up their | roaring. 

Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves | of the sea,* 



 the LORD on high is | mighty! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Your decrees are very | trustworthy;* 

 holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore. 

Your throne is established | from of old;* 

 you are from ever- | lasting. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of 

Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be 

alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  



 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–5 
The Righteous Reign of the Branch 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit 

of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And his delight shall be in 

the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears 

hear,4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 

wicked.5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual  

You are the most handsome of the | sons of men;* 

 grace is poured up- | on your lips. 

I address my verses | to the king;* 

 my tongue is like the pen of a | ready scribe. 

Epistle Galatians 4:1–7 
Sons and Heirs 

 1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the 

owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3In the 

same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And 

because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So 

you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:33–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

  



 
  

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of 

many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), 

so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 

daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 

husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 

She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming 

up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for 

the redemption of Jerusalem. 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the 

Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 



     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day     #389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 

 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

 

 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 



Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 

 

Sermon 
 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

Offering may be left before or after the service in the plates by the doors 
 

Prayer of the Church 
All those in need of continued strength and healing   
  Theresa Gibson  (sister of Clara Conrad) 

James DeFrain  (husband of Nancy DeFrain-3/4 teacher) 
Milton Gallmeyer;  Bob Brown 
Brandon Tomlinson (son-inlaw of the Brinkleys) 
Vicki Tomlinson (friend of the Brinkleys) 

  Deanna Sin  (daughter of Imogene Bultemeier) 
  Eliza Pontius (Great-granddaughter of Denny and Maxine Nahrwold) 
  Bill Gephart Jr – (relative of the Conrad family)  
In Time of Mourning   family and friends of Mick Werling  
The Church and all its faithful workers 
All military personnel   Evan Springer   
Our members currently shut-in 

Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte, Marilyn P. Meyer (Ossian Healthcare) 
Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest) 



Charlotte Dippel  (Lutheran Life Village) 
Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 



Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
administers this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran 
Confessions.  It is celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and 
Wine, the very Body and Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  
Furthermore, the communicants as a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their 
faith.  Those desiring to receive the Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of 
Bethlehem or of a sister congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to 
please speak with the Pastor before the service. 

 

Distribution Hymn    #366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 



 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn   #372 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 Remember thou 

    What glory now 

The Lord prepared thee for all earthly 

sadness. 

    The angel host 

    Can never boast 

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 

6 The world may hold 

    Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true 

treasure. 

    To Him hold fast 

    Until at last 

A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 
Tune: © 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 

 

Distribution Hymn    #367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Distribution Hymn   #360 All My Heart Again Rejoices 

 

 

 
 

5 Softly from His lowly manger 

    Jesus calls 

    One and all, 

“You are safe from danger. 

Children, from the sins that grieve you 

    You are freed; 

    All you need 

I will surely give you.” 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

    One and all, 

    Great and small, 

Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall live with Him forever 

    There on high 

    In that joy 

Which will vanish never. 

 
Nunc Dimittis (Please stand) 

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Thanksgiving 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus 
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 



The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

 
Closing Hymn   #378 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1973 Openbook Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
Fieldworkers Sem. Aaron Coggins and Sem. Isaac Spangler 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Lloyd Meyer 
Elders on Duty   Jerry Meyer and Mike Meyer  
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Organist Emilie Meyer 
Acolytes Luke Harkless and Jordan Whitsitt 
Altar Guild Chairman Amy Schueler   
Ushers Jeff Gresley, Cole Louison, Peyton Laley 
 Jared Meyer, Kyle Patrick, Dean Scheumann 
 
         
   Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                        260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
   Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                        260-597-7121 
   Bethlehem Lutheran School                                   260-597-7366 
   Principal:  Mr. Mark Schallhorn      260-301-9096 
   Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                  260-705-4105 
   Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                          260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.BethlehemOssian.org 
 
 
SUNDAY                9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                         NO          Adult Bible Class and Sunday School  
                                    11:30 a.m.    Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
                                         NO          Grade School Catechism Class 
WEDNESDAY              7:00 p.m.   Wednesday Evening Service  
FRIDAY                        7:00 p.m.    New Year’s Eve Service  
SUNDAY                      9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                       NO           Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
            11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
                                       
 

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 597-7121. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 
 
 
 

mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/
mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fbethlehemlutheranchurchossian&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cead0396cb4184b32c2ef08d7f8c9f0e6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637251418826665400&sdata=jzOdhzehxkJM6%2BL9kHN2ubeH2UEmvo%2Fwk2lJcPcnGsE%3D&reserved=0


BAPTIZED TODAY into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is Easton Ray 
Anthony, newborn son of Aaron and Emily Anthony.  Sponsor for Easton is Rob Gresley. 
We welcome Easton as a member of the Kingdom of God and joint heir with us of all 
God’s blessings.  
 
HOLIDAY SERVICES -   Please join us for worship: 
December 29 – Wednesday Evening revised version with Holy Communion 
December 31 – New Year’s Eve 7:00 p.m.   
January 2 – Divine Service 9:00 a.m.  
 
FREE WILL OFFERING – We will be taking a Door Collection TODAY for the “Family 
Relief Fund” to be used for Bethlehem families in need.  This will be a quarterly project. 
 
THANK YOU to everyone for their special thoughts and gifts this Christmas.  Serving 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church and School is a gift of itself.  God’s blessing to all of you 
this New Year.  I will be out of the office December 27-January 3rd.  Heidi Kleppinger 
 
PAINTING CLASS - Ruth Green will have our next painting class on Saturday, January 
8, 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The cost is $10. There is a picture of a similar painting 
on the bulletin board in the hallway. Please sign up on the sheet beside the picture or 
call Wendy 260-415-8526 or Joellen. 260-283-9114 
 
THE CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY KANTOREI will lead music for the 
season of Epiphany at Kramer Chapel on January 19, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.  The Kantorei is 
a men’s choir of students studying for the pastoral ministry, directed by Kantor Kevin 
Hildebrand.   
 
OFFERING ENVELOPE BOXES ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP 
 
Plan to order your 125th Anniversary Cookbooks TODAY!   A sample of the book will 
be available along with a sign-up sheet in the church foyer for orders.  Cost will be $6.00 
per copy.  A limited number of books are available for pick up for those who previously 
ordered and need for Christmas.  Please see Sue Buchinger or Kathy Nahrwold.   
 
The SCRIP TABLE will be closed thru to January 9th.  If an order is needed, please call 
or text Melissa Price at 260-433-5307.  Thank you 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Offering December 19, 2021                     Financial Report       
 Average weekly need $11,342   Home Fund Balance  $934.37 

Home Fund Env.      $8,355.50              Next week bills due:  $19,000 

Synod                              40.00                Bills due two weeks: $13,000 

Loose                    88.50        Savings Account Balance $63,978.40                            

Scholarship Fund           25.00  Borrowed from Savings:  $15,000 

Improvement Fund          44.73          Operating Loan Debt:  PAID 

Endowment Fund            20.00           AC Unit fund balance $24,164.59 

Music Fund                    

Sound System/Video    Church/Communion Attendance  

Sunday School                17.00       Sunday    172/118 

Copy Machine Use         11.00   Children’s Service 165         

      Gym Use                         31.00 

      Total                 $8,632.73 

 

 

 
125th Anniversary Snip-its from the past 

July 7, 1907 – Resolved:  That ventilation boards are to be placed in the school 

windows, to be taken care of by the Trustees.  Resolved:  The trustees are 

authorized to pain the church and parsonage and to do what they deem best. 

Resolved:  The Trustees are to collect the necessary monies for painting the church 

and parsonage.  September 29, 1907 – Resolved:  That a smoke-house 6’x8’ is to be 

built.  Resolved:   The trustees shall collect the necessary money for the building of 

the smoke-house.   

 

 

 

 



RECITATION & PRAYER FOR CLASSROOM AND HOME 

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

A hymn may be sung. 

Recite Together: 

The Ten Commandments 

You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it Holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Additional Memory Work for the week may be recited. 

Scripture Reading and/or Devotion Lesson 

Prayers and Intercessions  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Learn-by-heart all or some of the provided text as age and ability of 

your household allows.  

What is John 1:9-13 

9. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 

the world. 

10. He was in the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet the world did not know him. 

11. He came to his own, and his own people did not 

receive him. 

12. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children of God, 

13. Who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 

flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

 
 
 


