
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
6514 E 750 N Ossian, IN  46777 

A congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 
The Nativity of Our Lord 

Christmas Eve  
December 24, 2021 

 
Processional Hymn    #888 O Gladsome Light, O Grace 

 

Service of Light p. 243 
 

Versicles (Christmas/Epiphany) 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 



Phos Hilaron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving for Light 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Psalm Prayer 
L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-

kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the 

Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Office Hymn    #358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come        Choir sings vs 4,9,13   
 

Readings 
 

Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 
The Sign of Immanuel 

 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 
13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my 

God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

 

Choir   The Only Son from Heaven 
 

Reading 1 John 4:7–16 
God Is Love 

 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born 

of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In 

this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that 

we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 

perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 
15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have 

come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love 

abides in God, and God abides in him. 

 

Choir   Hosanna!  Blessed is He who Comes 
 

 



Reading Luke 2:1–20 
The Birth of Jesus Christ 

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 

Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 

lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they 

were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace among those with whom he is pleased!”15When the angels went away from them into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that 

had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds 

told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 

 

Final Reading Response 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

Sermon 

Canticle 
Magnificat 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Offering may be left before or after the service in the plates by the doors 
 

Prayer of the Church 
All those in need of continued strength and healing   
  Theresa Gibson    (sister of Clara Conrad) 

Mick Werling 
James DeFrain  (husband of Nancy DeFrain-3/4 teacher) 



Milton Gallmeyer;  Bob Brown 
Brandon Tomlinson (son-inlaw of the Brinkleys) 
Vicki Tomlinson (friend of the Brinkleys) 

  Deanna Sin  (daughter of Imogene Bultemeier) 
  Eliza Pontius (Great-granddaughter of Denny and Maxine Nahrwold) 
  Bill Gephart Jr – (relative of the Conrad family)  
The Church and all its faithful workers 
All military personnel   Evan Springer   
Our members currently shut-in 

Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte, Marilyn P. Meyer (Ossian Healthcare) 
Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest) 
Charlotte Dippel  (Lutheran Life Village) 
Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 

 

Litany 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word 

“Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants 

of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and 

those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 

place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

 

 
 

 
 



Collect for Peace 
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 

us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

 
 
Hymn    #363 Silent Night, Holy Night 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Recessional Hymn   #387 Joy to the World 
 

 

 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
Fieldworkers Sem. Aaron Coggins and Sem. Isaac Spangler 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Lloyd Meyer 
Elders on Duty   Jerry Meyer and Mike Meyer  
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Acolytes Grant Shelton and Greyson Taylor 
Altar Guild Chairman Amy Schueler   
Ushers Gavin Laley, Cale Schumm, Ted Schumm 
 Evan Springer, Grant Scheumann, Nathan Meyer 
 
         
   Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                        260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
   Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                        260-597-7121 
   Bethlehem Lutheran School                                   260-597-7366 
   Principal:  Mr. Mark Schallhorn      260-301-9096 
   Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                  260-705-4105 
   Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                          260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.BethlehemOssian.org 
 
SATURDAY                 9:00 a.m.    Christmas Day Service   
SUNDAY                      9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                         NO          Adult Bible Class and Sunday School  
                                    11:30 a.m.    Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
                                         NO          Grade School Catechism Class 

 
 

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 597-7121. 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS ARE NOW DUE 
 

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 
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The Poinsettia plants decorating our sanctuary  
this Christmas have been  

            given to the glory of God by the following: 
 

*Josh and Wendy Boehm in honor of their daughter, Violet 

*Tim and Patty Baker in loving memory of Rex Douglass and Robert Baker 

 also in honor of Marilyn Douglass and Carol Baker 

*Brian and Sheryl Bauermeister and family in loving memory of  

Glenn & Pauline Bauermeister and Tim Dodge, Charles Rochford 

 also in honor of Nancy Rochford 

*Scott Bauermeister in loving memory of Freidricke and Henry Bauermeister 

*Lisa Black and family in loving memory of Raymond & Berenice Stoppenhagen  

 and Maureen Everett 

*Larry Eichler in loving memory of Joan K. Eichler 

*David and Ronda Flesch in loving memory of Keith Flesch  

and Glenn and Pauline Bauermeister also in honor of Josie Flesch 

*Milton and Patsy Gallmeyer in loving memory of M/M Fred Gallmeyer  

and M/M Don Rush.  Also in honor of our children and grandchildren 

*Jeff and Lisa Gresley  

*Lane and Jeni Harkless in honor of our children, Isaac, Luke and Lydia 

*Bethlehem Ladies Aid in honor of, to the Glory of God 

*Jason and Tisha Laley in loving memory of our fathers; Lynn Dishong and Mike Laley 

*Jay and Cheryl Louison in loving memory of Jesse and Donna Louison  

and in honor of Charles and Janet Spurgeon and our children  

*Donald and Lois Lutz in honor of, to the Glory of God  

*Greg and Linda Mankey and family in loving memory  

parents; Adelbert and Lorene Rekeweg, Grandparents; August and Lora 

Bauermeister, William and Louise Rekeweg 

*Lloyd and Joellen Meyer in honor of our families  

* Mike and Emilie Meyer in loving memory of Marvin L. Meyer  

*Marilyn P. Meyer in loving memory of Marvin L. Meyer 

*Stan and Pat Meyer in loving memory of  

Wilbur and Ilene Meyer, Shelley Ambriole and Dave and Joan Sprunger  

*Pastor and Judy Moehring in loving memory of Erv and June Siegert (Judy’s parents) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

*Mike and Kathy Nahrwold  in loving memory of  

Robert Worden and Carl and Helen Nahrwold also in honor of Bonnie Worden 

*Tom and Colleen Patrick in loving memory of Carl and Helen Nahrwold,  

George and Betty Patrick  

*Mark and Vicki Schallhorn in honor of our Savior’s Birth 

*Delores Scheumann in loving memory of Henry and Michael Scheumann 

* Helen and Donna Scheumann in loving memory of Edward Scheumann 

 and Raymond and Berenice Stoppenhagen 

*Don and Amy Schueler in honor of our children and grandchildren 

*Ralph and Donna Schumm in honor of our family members 

*Ted and Denise Schumm  

*Dan and Carla Springer in loving memory of Ed and Doris Springer 

* Dean Stoppenhagen in loving memory of Harold, Marie and Loren Stoppenhagen  

*Neil and Susan Stoppenhagen in honor of our children 

*Doyle and Laura Werling in loving memory of our parents  

*Pastor and DoRena Wirgau in honor of our four nieces and nephews born in 2021: 

 Evelyn, Belteshazzar, Jerome, and Henrietta 

 

 

The Altar Guild committee wishes to thank everyone for their Poinsettia plant orders.  

Please plan to pick up your plants after the 9:00 am Christmas Day Service or after the 

service on Sunday, December 26th.  Thank you  

 
 
 
 
 

 


