
Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
6514 E 750 N Ossian, IN  46777 

A congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 Divine Service- Setting Three 
December 19, 2021 

Vol. 125-04 



Opening Hymn   #343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 

 

Invocation (Please stand) 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit  (sung responsively)   
 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 

 and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth,  

and their words to the end | of the world.* 

 In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 

 and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,* 

 and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

 

Kyrie 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 



 
  

 
  

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 

weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15–19 
A New Prophet like Moses 

 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 

brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the 

day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see 

this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have 

spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my 

words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19And whoever will not 

listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.’” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual  

The LORD is near to all who | call on him,* 

 to all who call on | him in truth. 

My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,* 

 and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever. 

Epistle Philippians 4:4–7 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known 

to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:19–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

The Testimony of John the Baptist 

 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 

ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 

And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those 

who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you 

baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I 

baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the 

strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the 

Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 



     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day    #357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 



 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 



Offering may be left before or after the service in the plates by the doors 
 

Prayer of the Church 
All those in need of continued strength and healing   
  James DeFrain  (husband of Nancy DeFrain-3/4 teacher) 

Milton Gallmeyer;  Bob Brown 
Brandon Tomlinson (son-inlaw of the Brinkleys) 
Vicki Tomlinson (friend of the Brinkleys) 

  Deanna Sin  (daughter of Imogene Bultemeier) 
  Eliza Pontius (Great-granddaughter of Denny and Maxine Nahrwold) 
  Bill Gephart Jr – (relative of the Conrad family)  
In time of mourning  Family and friends of Marcia Meyer  
The Church and all its faithful workers 
All military personnel   Evan Springer   
Our members currently shut-in 

Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte, Marilyn P. Meyer (Ossian Healthcare) 
Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest) 
Charlotte Dippel  (Lutheran Life Village) 
Marilyn Franke (Christian Care) 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 



 
 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
administers this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran 
Confessions.  It is celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and 
Wine, the very Body and Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.  
Furthermore, the communicants as a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their 
faith.  Those desiring to receive the Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of 
Bethlehem or of a sister congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to 
please speak with the Pastor before the service. 



Distribution Hymn   #618  I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711 

 

Distribution Hymn   #350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 



 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn   #354 Arise, O Christian People 

 

 

 

 



 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn   #356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis (Please stand) 

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

Thanksgiving 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 

Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given 

us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  



 
 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus 
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

Closing Hymn   #353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 

 

 

 

 



IN HIS SERVICE 
Preaching Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
Fieldworkers Sem. Aaron Coggins and Sem. Isaac Spangler 
Deaconess  Wendy Boehm 
Head Elder Lloyd Meyer 
Elders on Duty   Jerry Meyer and Mike Meyer  
Kantor Richard Brinkley 
Acolytes Grant Shelton and Greyson Taylor 
Altar Guild Chairman Amy Schueler   
Ushers Gavin Laley, Cale Schumm, Ted Schumm 
 Evan Springer, Grant Scheumann, Nathan Meyer 
         
   Pastor:  Rev. Samuel Wirgau                                                        260-273-7595 
                (Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )  
   Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office                                        260-597-7121 
   Bethlehem Lutheran School                                   260-597-7366 
   Principal:  Mr. Mark Schallhorn      260-301-9096 
   Kantor:  Mr. Richard Brinkley                                  260-705-4105 
   Deaconess:  Wendy Boehm                                                          260-415-8526 

Website for Church and School:  www.BethlehemOssian.org 
 
SUNDAY                      9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                   10:15 a.m.    Adult Bible Class and Sunday School 
            11:30 a.m.     Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
                         11:30 a.m.    Church Council Meeting 
                                     3:00 p.m.    Grade School Catechism Class 
TUESDAY               4:30 p.m.     JV Girls vs Zion (HOME) 
              5:45 p.m.     Var Girls vs Zion (HOME) 
                                     7:00 p.m.     Boys vs Zion  (HOME) 
WEDNESDAY             10:15 a.m.   Chapel Service (Everyone is welcome)    
               7:00 p.m.    Children’s Christmas Service 
FRIDAY                        7:00 p.m.   Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols 
SATURDAY                 9:00 a.m.    Christmas Day Service   
NEXT SUNDAY            9:00 a.m.    Divine Service with Holy Communion 
                                         NO          Adult Bible Class and Sunday School  
                                    11:30 a.m.    Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7) 
                                         NO          Grade School Catechism Class 

 
Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at 

bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 597-7121. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream 

mailto:Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemossian.org/
mailto:bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fbethlehemlutheranchurchossian&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cead0396cb4184b32c2ef08d7f8c9f0e6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637251418826665400&sdata=jzOdhzehxkJM6%2BL9kHN2ubeH2UEmvo%2Fwk2lJcPcnGsE%3D&reserved=0


HOLIDAY SERVICES -   Please join us for worship: 
December 22  - Bethlehem Lutheran School Children’s Christmas Service 7:00 p.m. 
 The Bethlehem Youth Group will be serving light refreshments before the service 
December 24-  Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m. 
December 25  - Christmas Day 9:00 a.m. 
December 26 – Divine Service 9:00 a.m. 
December 31 – New Year’s Eve 7:00 p.m.   
January 2 – Divine Service 9:00 a.m.  
 
The Bethlehem Altar Guild Committee wishes to thank everyone for their 
Poinsettia orders this Christmas. Flowers may be picked up after the Christmas 
Day Service or after the service on Sunday, December 26th.  Thank you  
 
CHRISTMAS CEMETERY SADDLES -Contact Diana Thorp if interested in any.   
 
SECRET SANTA MUG SWAP- don’t forget to bring your secret Santa mug care 
package to church by Sunday, December 19th.  There is a table set up in the Fellowship 
Hall.   
 
PAINTING CLASS - Ruth Green will have our next painting class on Saturday, January 
8, 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The cost is $10. There is a picture of a similar painting 
on the bulletin board in the hallway. Please sign up on the sheet beside the picture or 
call Wendy 260-415-8526 or Joellen. 260-283-9114 
 
CHEESEBALLS – The Bethlehem Youth Group is selling homemade cheeseballs; 
$7.00 each or 3 for $20.00.   
 
THE CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY KANTOREI will lead music for the 
season of Epiphany at Kramer Chapel on January 19, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.  The Kantorei is 
a men’s choir of students studying for the pastoral ministry, directed by Kantor Kevin 
Hildebrand.   
 
RURAL KING CHURCH WEEK – Rural King will donate 10% of proceeds to our church.  
Please consider making purchases during the weeks of December 9-24 and submit your 
dated receipts to the church office.  Thank you  

 
OFFERING ENVELOPE BOXES ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP 
 
Plan to order your 125th Anniversary Cookbooks TODAY!   A sample of the book will 
be available along with a sign-up sheet in the church foyer for orders.  Cost will be $6.00 
per copy.  A limited amount of books are available for pick up for those who previously 
ordered and need for Christmas.  Please see Sue Buchinger or Kathy Nahrwold.   



Most of the Bethlehem 125th Anniversary shirt orders are in.  Please check with 
Cheryl Louison after church today.                    
 
The SCRIP TABLE will be OPEN TODAY and will be closed thru January 9th.  If an 
order is needed, please call or text Melissa Price at 260-433-5307.  Thank you 

 
Offering December 5, 2021                     Financial Report       
 Average weekly need $11,342   Home Fund Balance  $4,009.85 

Home Fund Env.      $13,607.17             Next week bills due:  $14,000 

Synod                                85.00             Bills due two weeks: $13,000 

Loose                   108.00        Savings Account Balance $ 65,408.67                           

Scholarship Fund          150.00  Borrowed from Savings:  $13,500 

Improvement Fund      6,044.73              Operating Loan Debt:  PAID 

Endowment Fund             25.00 AC Unit fund balance $24,164.59 

Music Fund                    

Sound System/Video    Church/Communion Attendance  

Sunday School                 24.75   Sunday    171/112 

School Tuition      6,898.84   Wednesday      61/32   

Fellowship Hall Rent       90.00  

125th Anniv. Shirts      1,724.00  

      Total                $28,757.49       

      

 
 
125th Anniversary history snip-its! 

January 2, 1908- By acclamation the Elders were elected as Hospital Delegates. 

Resolved:  To elect Synodical Delegates by paper ballot.   Resolved:  That a Sunday 

collection take place to pay for the noon meals for delegates to the Synodical 

Convention.  Resolved:  That the Pastor be reimbursed for the wallpaper he put on 

the Parsonage wall.  Resolved:  A stepladder and 18 folding chairs are to be 

purchased by the Trustees.  Resolved:  That a wire fence shall be placed around the 

cemetery and a board fence on the south side along the church.   
 



RECITATION & PRAYER FOR CLASSROOM AND HOME 

The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

A hymn may be sung. 

Recite Together: 

The Ten Commandments 

You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it Holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Additional Memory Work for the week may be recited. 

Scripture Reading and/or Devotion Lesson 

Prayers and Intercessions  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Learn-by-heart all or some of the provided text as age and ability of 

your household allows.  

What is John 1:1-8 

1. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.  

2.  He was in the beginning with God.  

3.  All things were made through him, and without him was 

not any thing made that was made.  

4. In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  

5. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 

6. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

7.  He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 

all might believe through him. 

8. 
 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 

light. 

 
 


