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Opening Hymn

#700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Tune and text: Public domain

Invocation (Please stand)
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Introit (sung responsively)

Righteous are you, | O LORD,*
and right are your | just decrees.
Deal with your servant according to your | steadfast love,*
and teach me your | statutes.
Blessèd are those whose way is | blameless,*
who walk in the law | of the LORD!
Blessèd are those who keep his testi- | monies,*
who seek him with their | whole heart.
Oh that my ways may be | steadfast*
in keeping your | statutes!
Then I shall not be | put to shame,*
having my eyes fixed on all your com- | mandments.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Righteous are you, | O LORD,*
and right are your | just decrees.
Deal with your servant according to your | steadfast love,*
and teach me your | statutes.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
Lord, we implore You, grant Your people grace to withstand the temptations of the devil
and with pure hearts and minds to follow You, the only God; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Old Testament Reading
not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,
7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
What your eyes have seen
8do not hastily bring into court,
for what will you do in the end,
when your neighbor puts you to shame?
9Argue your case with your neighbor himself,
and do not reveal another’s secret,
10lest he who hears you bring shame upon you,
and your ill repute have no end.
11A word fitly spoken
6Do

Proverbs 25:6–14

is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.
Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold
is a wise reprover to a listening ear.
13
Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest
is a faithful messenger to those who send him;
he refreshes the soul of his masters.
14
Like clouds and wind without rain
is a man who boasts of a gift he does not give.
12

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
Blessèd is the nation whose God | is the LORD,*
the people whom he has chosen as his | heritage!
By the word of the LORD the heav- | ens were made,*
and by the breath of his mouth | all their host.

Epistle

Ephesians 4:1–6
1I

therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with
one another in love, 3eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is
one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—
5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all
and in all.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.

Luke 14:1–11

1

One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were
watching him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. 3And
Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath,
or not?” 4But they remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away.
5
And he said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a
Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” 6And they could not reply to these
things. 7Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose
the places of honor, saying to them, 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding
feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be
invited by him, 9and he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place
to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10But when
you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say
to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit
at table with you. 11For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who
humbles himself will be exalted.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day

#557 Seek Where You May to Find a Way

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711
Tune: Public domain

Sermon
Rite of Adult Confirmation - Sierra Patrick
Prayer of the Church
All those in need of continued strength and healing
Jean Brillinger (wife of Rev. Brillinger)
Brandon Tomlinson (son-inlaw of the Brinkleys)
Vicki Tomlinson (friend of the Brinkleys)
Brian Bultemeier
Bob Brown
Owen Winans (grandson of LouAnn Winans)
Deanna Sin (daughter of Imogene Bultemeier)
Eliza Pontius (Great-granddaughter of Denny and Maxine Nahrwold)
Bryce Bowman (past Bethlehem student)
Bill Gephart Jr – (relative of the Conrad family)
Adult Confirmation Blessing - Sierra Patrick
The Church and all its faithful workers
All military personnel Active and Inactive
Our members currently shut-in
Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte, Marilyn Meyer (Ossian Healthcare)
Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest)
Charlotte Dippel (Lutheran Life Village)
Marilyn Franke (Christian Care)
Offering
Offertory

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

Proper Preface (Abbreviated)
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

C

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Distribution
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship. Bethlehem Lutheran Church
administers this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran
Confessions. It is celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and
Wine, the very Body and Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.
Furthermore, the communicants as a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their
faith. Those desiring to receive the Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of
Bethlehem or of a sister congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to
please speak with the Pastor before the service.

Distribution Hymn #629 What Is This Bread

Tune and text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Distribution Hymn #845 Where Charity and Love Prevail

5

Let us recall that in our midst
Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined
We are in Him made one.

6

For love excludes no race or clan
That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all
Whose Father is the same.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Distribution Hymn

5

#585 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide

Restrain, O Lord, the human pride
That seeks to thrust Your truth aside
Or with some man-made thoughts or things
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings.

6

Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true;
Preserve our faith our whole life through—
Your Word alone our heart’s defense,
The Church’s glorious confidence.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Distribution Hymn #783 Take My Life and Let It Be

5

Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.
Tune and text: Public domain

6

Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Nunc Dimittis (Please stand)

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Benediction

Closing Hymn

#935 Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord

Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711
Text: © 1962, renewed 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

IN HIS SERVICE
Pastor
Fieldworker
Deaconess
Head Elder
Elders on Duty
Kantor
Organist
Acolytes
Altar Guild Chairman
Ushers

Rev. Samuel Wirgau
Sem. Aaron Coggins
Wendy Boehm
Lloyd Meyer
Jerry Meyer and Mike Meyer
Richard Brinkley
Emilie Meyer
Luke Harkless and Jordan Whitsitt
Amy Schueler
Gavin Laley, Cale Schumm, Ted Schumm
Evan Springer, Grant Scheumann, Nathan Meyer

Pastor: Rev. Samuel Wirgau
260-273-7595
(Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office
260-597-7121
Bethlehem Lutheran School
260-597-7366
Principal: Mr. Mark Schallhorn
260-301-9096
Kantor: Mr. Richard Brinkley
260-705-4105
Deaconess: Wendy Boehm
260-415-8526
Website for Church and School: www.BethlehemOssian.org
Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 597-7121.
NEWSLETTER ITEMS ARE NOW DUE
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 9:00 a.m. Livestream
SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. Adult Bible Class and Sunday School
11:30 a.m. Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)
3:00 p.m. Grade School Catechism Class
4:00-7:00 p.m. Bethlehem’s Annual Fall Festival
WEDNESDAY
10:15 a.m. Chapel Service (Everyone is invited)
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Service
NEXT SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
LWML Sunday
10:15 a.m. Adult Bible Class and Sunday School
10:30-1:30 p.m. Pork Chop Dinner (drive thru at Lighted Gardens)
11:30 a.m. Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)
3:00 p.m. Grade School Catechism Class

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND the annual Fall Festival TODAY, Sunday,
September 26th from 4-7 pm. We will have sloppy joes, sloppy chicken, hot dogs and
mac & cheese. The Ladies Aid will have pie and ice cream to sell. Games and
Moonwalk will be from 4-5:30 pm. We will have entertainment from 5:45-6 pm. Then
Bingo from 6-6:30 pm. Kettle Corn will be made during the festival as well. Hope you
can join us for fun and fellowship.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the Pork Chop Carry Out on Sunday October 3rd at
Lighted Gardens from 10:30-1:30 pm. Cost is $11.00 per dinner and includes: Smoked
Pork Chop, Baked Potato, Green Beans and Roll. To order your tickets, contact either
Pat Meyer at 260-227-0400 spmeyer1982@gmail.com or Cheryl Louison at 260-4145526 clouison@ymail.com before Oct. 1st. Proceeds will go to Bethlehem Lutheran
Church and the Northern Wells Food Pantry.
VOLUNTEERS are NEEDED FOR THIS EVENT- sign up now in the north foyer. Please
take a flyer to post at your place of employment. Also, donation of gift cards to Gordon
Foods would be greatly appreciated to offset the cost of this event. Thank you
LWML Sunday, October 3rd - a continental breakfast will be served after the Service.
This year’s LWML Sunday theme is “Our Hearts in HIS Hand,” based on 1 Peter 4:8:
Above all keep loving one another earnestly. Verse 11b goes on to say: that in
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen. We glorify God by sharing His love with others.
Because of your generous donations to mites, we can share the gospel throughout the
world. Join us on LWML Sunday to give thanks and praise to God. Thank you for
supporting the LWML!
LWML Mites – Mites for Missions can be placed in the LWML box in the narthex.
ATTENTION LADIES AID – There will be a very special meeting to discuss the future of
Ladies Aid on Sunday, October 10th immediately following the church service in the
overflows area. This is an important meeting; please plan to attend.
COOKBOOK The Ladies Aid will be putting together a “small” cookbook to
commemorate the 125th Anniversary! We are asking that members give us the name of
some of their favorite recipes (still need soups and rolls) from any of the church
cookbooks from over the years. The committee will look at them and then decide which
ones will be printed into the cookbook which will be for sale. Please either email or text
the name of whose recipe it is and which cookbook if possible. Sue Buchinger @ 7580004 17buchs@gmail.com or Kathy Nahrwold @ 705-6257 mnahrwold@aol.com.
Deadline for submission has been extended to October 1st. Thank you

IT’S TIME AGAIN TO DO A NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY - Mark your calendars for
November 18-20 photography dates. ONLINE SCHEDULING AVAILABLE! To
schedule your photography appointment online, simply go to www.ucdir.com, and click
on schedule your photography session on the right side, enter IN1721 in the Church
Code field and enter PHOTOS in the Church Password field. Follow the prompts to
schedule your family’s appointment time. If you have 5 or more in your family, please
use two consecutive time slots. The online scheduling option is available Monday thru
Friday. We will also be available next Sunday to take in-person appointments after the
church service. For questions, please contact Heidi Kleppinger 260-387-4082.
TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Black Tie and Blue Jeans Gala and Silent Auction, Saturday,
November 6, 2021 at Lighted Gardens. Doors open at 5:00, auction begins at 5:30,
dinner at 6:30 and entertainment by Christian comedian, Shawn Reynolds at 8:00pm.
Ticket prices include: dinner, 2 drinks tickets, and entertainment. Tickets are $55 for
individuals or $95 for couples. Stop by the scrip table for your tickets today or contact
Melissa Price at 260-433-5307 or Jennifer Bultemeier at 419-230-8068. Proceeds are to
provide support to Bethlehem Lutheran School. Auction items are still needed! If
anyone has anything they would like to donate from a business or themselves, let the
committee know. Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated.
SAVE THE DATE, Friday, November 19, 2021. It's time for a Square Dance! The 125th
Anniversary committee is planning a night of food, music, and square dancing at Lighted
Gardens. More information coming soon!
Immanuel Lutheran Church will be hosting their 36th annual Hog Roast (Drive thru
only) on TODAY Sunday, September 26th 10:30-12:30 pm. Cost is $10.00.
The SCRIP TABLE will be OPEN TODAY, Sept. 26th. Please continue to use the scrip
program for all of your shopping needs! You can call or text your order to Melissa Price
at 260-433-5307. Thank you
125th Anniversary snip-its from the past!
June 14, 1897 – Bethlehem is now an independent congregation.
July 25, 1897- Candidate for pastor, Wilhelm Ludwig accepted the call. A residence is to be
built for the minister. It will be 30 feet long, 15 feet wide, 10 feet high with a kitchen 14
feet wide, 16 feet long.
August 9, 1897 – A cellar is to be added to the Parsonage.
October 10, 1987 – A 2 inch well will be contracted at .70 a foot.
March 13, 1898 – The Trustees are to plant Apple, Pear and Cherry trees at the Parsonage,
and fence in the garden area. The trustees are to buy screen for the windows and screens
for the doors.

Offering September 19, 2021
Average weekly need $11,342
Home Fund Env.
$6,729.02

Synod
35.00
Loose
200.75
Scholarship Fund
Improvement Fund
244.73
Endowment Fund
300.00
Music Fund
Sound System/Video
New Hymnals
8,500.00
Bible Study Books
29.25
Total
$16,038.75

Financial Report
Home Fund Balance $3,982.67
Next week bills due: $24,000
Bills due two weeks: $2,000
Savings Account Balance $66,787.78
Borrowed from Savings: $8,500
Operating Loan Debt: PAID
AC Unit fund balance $24,318.84
Church/Communion Attendance
Sunday
169/119
Wednesday
22/15

Reminder regarding the food collection ending October 31st (corrected date)
The Lutheran School Partnership is sponsoring a food collection for Thanksgiving food
boxes for (NINE) Northeast Indiana Neighborhood Engagement.
Bethlehem’s teachers, along with Lutheran school teachers from the Indiana, Michigan,
and the Ohio District, will be attending the Connections Conference in Fort Wayne in
November. At this conference the teachers will be packing the food boxes to be
distributed for Thanksgiving.
Starting September 1st, Bethlehem church and school will be collecting the following
items and are the requested items from NINE (any brand is acceptable)
1 pound box spaghetti
CANNED spaghetti sauce
Boxed macaroni and cheese
Chicken and broccoli flavored rice
Chicken flavored rice
CANNED chicken
Canned fruit and vegetables
8 pack of Peanut Butter Crackers
8 pack breakfast bars
6 pack Ramen noodles
Variety pack Instant Oatmeal
Thank you for your donations

