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Silent Prayer before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit
and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word
so that we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in
grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Opening Hymn #465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711
Tune: Public domain

RITE OF BAPTISM (10:30 a.m. Service) See insert
8:00 a.m. Invocation (Please stand)
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Introit (sung responsively)
Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,*
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia.
Sing aloud to | God our strength;*
shout for joy to the God of | Jacob!
In distress you called, and I de- | livered you;*
I answered you in the secret place of | thunder.
I am the | LORD your God,*
who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.
Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it;*
and with honey from the rock I would sat- | isfy you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,*
long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia.

Kyrie

This Is the Feast

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your
grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Old Testament Reading
Ezekiel 37:1–14
1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and
set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them,
and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And
he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.”
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you
shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews
on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in
them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath,

Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they
may live.” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived
and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones
are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are
clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open
your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of
Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your
graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you
in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares
the LORD.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle

1 John 5:4–10
4

For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that
has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God? 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the
water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit
is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three
agree. 9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony
of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the Son of God has the
testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not
believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.

John 20:19–31

19

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were
glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you
withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into
the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”26Eight days later, his
disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not
disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have believed.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn of the Day

#470 O Sons and Daughters of the King

5

6

7

When Thomas first the tidings heard
That they had seen the risen Lord,
He doubted the disciples’ word.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

8

“My piercèd side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

9

On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
All those in need of continued strength and healing
Bruce Thorpe
Delores Scheumann
Marilyn Franke
Melinda Winston (aunt of Josh Boehm)
Bill Gephart Jr – (relative of the Conrad family)
Bernice Gephart (mother of Linda Bultemeier)
Jerry Clausen (brother of Otto Clausen)
Grant Comfort and Peace to the family of Berenice Stoppenhagen
Baptismal Blessing Adalyn Marie Patrick
The Church and its faithful workers
Rev. and Mrs. Steven Schumacher
Rachel Meyer (sister of Mr. Peter Meyer)
All military personnel Active and Inactive
Our members currently shut-in
Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte, (Ossian Healthcare)
Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest
Charlotte Dippel (Lutheran Life Village)
Offering may be left before or after the service in the plates by the doors.
#459 Christ Is Arisen

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

Proper Preface (Abbreviated)
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb

C

in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Distribution
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship. Bethlehem Lutheran Church
administers this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran
Confessions. It is celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and
Wine, the very Body and Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.
Furthermore, the communicants as a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their
faith. Those desiring to receive the Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of
Bethlehem or of a sister congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to
please speak with the Pastor before the service.

Silent Prayer before Communing
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation we come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the
salvation of our souls and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Distribution Hymn

#627 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior

5

Firmly hold with faith unshaken
That this food is to be taken
By the sick who are distressed,
By hearts that long for peace and rest.

8

“For what purpose was My dying
If not for your justifying?
And what use this precious food
If you yourself were pure and good?”

6

Agony and bitter labor
Were the cost of God’s high favor;
Do not come if you suppose
You need not Him who died and rose.

9

If your heart this truth professes
And your mouth your sin confesses,
You will be your Savior’s guest,
Be at His banquet truly blest.

7

Christ says: “Come, all you that labor,
And receive My grace and favor:
Those who feel no pain or ill
Need no physician’s help or skill.

10 Let this food your faith so nourish
That its fruit of love may flourish
And your neighbor learn from you
How much God’s wondrous love can do.

Text (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9) and tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 3, 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Distribution Hymn

#628 Your Table I Approach

5

O grant, most blessèd Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6

Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn

#472 These Things Did Thomas Count as Real

Tune: © 2003 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711
Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Silent Prayer of Thanksgiving
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving body
and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that, having with our
mouths received the holy Sacrament, we may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Nunc Dimittis (Please stand)

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Closing Hymn

#473 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free

Tune and text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

IN HIS SERVICE
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Fieldworkers
Deaconess
Head Elder
Elders on Duty
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Altar Guild Chairman
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Vicar Ethan Stoppenhagen
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Wendy Boehm
Lloyd Meyer
Bruce Meyer and Mike Meyer
Richard Brinkley
Amy Schueler
Gavin Laley, Cale Schumm, Ted Schumm
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Pastor: Rev. Samuel Wirgau
260-273-7595
(Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office
260-597-7121
Bethlehem Lutheran School
260-597-7366
Principal: Mr. Mark Schallhorn
260-301-9096
Kantor: Mr. Richard Brinkley
260-705-4105
Deaconess: Wendy Boehm
260-415-8526
Website for Church and School: www.BethlehemOssian.org
SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

NEXT SUNDAY

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Divine Service with Holy Communion
Family Bible Class (Fellowship Hall)
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Board of Elders Meeting
Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)
Chapel Service
Catechesis Class (Fellowship Hall)
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Family Bible Class (Fellowship Hall)
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 597-7121.
https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 8:00 a.m. Livestream

BAPTIZED TODAY into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is Adalyn Marie
Patrick, newborn daughter of Darren and Sierra Patrick. Sponsors for Adalyn are Kyle
and Cole Patrick. Witnesses are Erick and Jodie Springer. We welcome Adalyn as a
member of the Kingdom of God and joint heir with us of all God’s blessings.
IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO RETURN THE FOIL WRAPS THAT WERE ON THEIR
EASTER FLOWER POT, WE CAN USE THEM AGAIN NEXT YEAR. IT HELPS TO
DEFRAY THE COST. THANK YOU
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING – SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH AT 11:30 AM.
For all church members and friends Ruth Green will be having a painting class on
Saturday, April 17th at 10:00 a.m. Ruth will be doing this a little different so we need
your registration ahead of time to get a better number of participants. Register with
Deaconess Wendy Boehm at 260-415-8526 or Joellen Meyer at 260-273-9114. The
deadline for registration is Monday, April 12th and the cost is $15 per person.
BETHLEHEM FISH FRY
Saturday, April 24th from 4;30 -7:30 p.m. at Lighted Gardens.
This will be CARRY OUT ONLY. $12.00 per person. See flyer for more info.
VOLUNTEER SIGN UP SHEETS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE NORTH HALLWAY FOR
HELP ON THE DAY OF THE EVENT. Members are also encouraged to pick up a flyer
from the table to post at their work place.
BETHLEHEM 125TH ANNIVERSARY will soon be here! Committees are being formed
and volunteers are still needed. If you would like to play a role in planning this
celebration, please contact our church chairman, Neil Stoppenhagen. There will be a
committee meeting on Sunday April 18th at 5:00 in the Fellowship Hall.
REGISTER NOW FOR VBS - This year the dates for the Bethlehem Lutheran Church
VBS is June 21-24 9:00am-12:00pm. with closing ceremony 24th at 6:30 p.m. To
register, please complete a registration form found in the church foyer or on our website,
www.bethlehemossian.org and return to the church office or to Deaconess Wendy
Boehm. If you’d like to volunteer for this event, please complete the volunteer form also
found on the table.
LWML Mites – Your Mites for Missions can be placed in the LWML Mite box in the
narthex at any time. Thank you
Registration for Camp Lutherhaven online at www.lutherhaven.org or call for more
information at 260-636-7101. Earlybird discount if you register before April 1st.

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (Soest) will be having a rummage and bake sale
on Thursday, April 22nd from 8-4pm and sack sale on Friday, April 23rd 8-noon.
For those following Vicar Ethan Stoppenhagen, check out the following link to
listen to his sermons. www.oslcraleigh.org
The SCRIP TABLE will be OPEN today after the 10:30 service. Please continue to use
the scrip program for all of your shopping needs! You can call or text your order to
Melissa Price at 260-433-5307. Thank you
Offering April 4, 2021
Financial Report
Average weekly need $11,342
Home Fund Env. $15,652.50

Synod
117.00
Loose
489.50
Scholarship Fund
Improvement Fund 2,392.73
Endowment Fund
1,600.00
Music Fund
Lenten Service
25.00
Maundy Thursday
485.00
Good Friday
753.00
Fellowship Hall
90.00
Total
$21,604.73

Home Fund Balance $4,081.80
Next week bills due: $14,000
Bills due two weeks: $2,000
Savings Account Balance $37,687.09
Borrowed from Savings: $7,941.00
Operating Loan Debt: PAID
AC Unit fund balance $19,545.55
Church/Communion Attendance
Maundy Thursday 54/52
Good Friday
117
Easter Sunday
322/211
Wednesday Evening 20/7

Here is the monthly report for the Bethlehem Lutheran School Endowment Fund by the
Lutheran Foundation. The following information is accurate as of February 28, 2021,
and was just made available today:
$164,927.82 - Amount Bethlehem sent in since 2009
152,383.00 - Amount the Lutheran Foundation matched
203,902.16 - Amount generated since 2009
-85,500.00 - Amount disbursed to Bethlehem since 2009
$435,712.98 - Value of the Endowment Fund as of February 28, 2021
Pastor Wirgau will also be available as needed to serve you Christ’s gifts in an individual
or smaller setting if that is what is best. You can utilize the sign up here on this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444aba823aaf85-bethlehem1 or send me an
email: samuel.wirgau@gmail.com, or call or text: 260-273-7595. You can also call the
church or email Heidi and she can get that set up as well.

