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Prayer
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit
and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word
so that we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in
grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.

Procession of Palms
Greeting
P
C

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

P
C

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David.

P

Let us pray.
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to
greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may
ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with
trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

Collect

C

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
P

John 12:12–19

The Triumphal Entry
12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
13
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And Jesus found a
young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is
coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!”16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had
been done to him. 17The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and
raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet him
was that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you
are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

P
C

Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord.

Processional Hymn

#442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor

Tune and text: Public domain

Greeting
P
C

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Collect of the Day
P Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon
Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may
follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His
resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading
The Coming King of Zion

Zechariah 9:9–12

9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
You hold my | right hand.*
You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to | glory.
Truly God is good to | Israel,*
to those who are | pure in heart.

Epistle

Philippians 2:5–11
5Have

this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing,
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Tract

Psalm 22:1, 4–5

My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?*
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my | groaning?
In you our fathers | trusted;*
they trusted, and you de- | livered them.
To you they cried and were | rescued;*
in you they trusted and were not | put to shame.

Holy Gospel
Matthew 27:11–54
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.

Jesus Before Pilate
11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and
elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify
against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was
greatly amazed.
The Crowd Chooses Barabbas
15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner
whom they wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is
called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides,
while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that
righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests
and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said
to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate
said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be
crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be
crucified!”
Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified
24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he
took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see
to it yourselves.” 25And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26Then
he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

Jesus Is Mocked
27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they
gathered the whole battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
29
and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand.
And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on
him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And when they had mocked him, they stripped
him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.
The Crucifixion
32
As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man
to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull),
34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And
when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat
down and kept watch over him there. 37And over his head they put the charge against him, which
read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the
right and one on the left. 39And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying,
“You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of
God, come down from the cross.” 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked
him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down
now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he
desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44And the robbers who were crucified with him
also reviled him in the same way.
The Death of Jesus
45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said,
“This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour
wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether
Elijah will come to save him.” 50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his
spirit.
51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth
shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who
had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the
holy city and appeared to many. 54When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this
was the Son of God!”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day

#438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Sermon
Prayer of the Church
All those in need of continued strength and healing
Bruce Thorpe
Delores Scheumann and Berenice Stoppenhagen
Marilyn Franke
Bill Gephart Jr – (relative of the Conrad family)
Bernice Gephart (mother of Linda Bultemeier)
Jerry Clausen (brother of Otto Clausen)
Thanksgiving birth of a daughter to Darren and Sierra Patrick
Comfort and Peace Jay Brower (father of Chelli Smith)
The Church and its faithful workers
Rev. and Mrs. Steven Schumacher
Rachel Meyer (sister of Mr. Peter Meyer)
All military personnel Active and Inactive
Our members currently shut-in
Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte, (Ossian Healthcare)
Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest
Charlotte Dippel (Lutheran Life Village)
Offering may be left before or after the service in the plates by the doors.
Offertory

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

Proper Preface (Abbreviated)
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Distribution
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship. Bethlehem Lutheran Church
administers this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran
Confessions. It is celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and
Wine, the very Body and Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.
Furthermore, the communicants as a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their
faith. Those desiring to receive the Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of
Bethlehem or of a sister congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to
please speak with the Pastor before the service.

Prayer
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation we come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the
salvation of our souls and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Distribution Hymn

#623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray

Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution Hymn

#428 Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow

Tune and text: Public domain

Distribution Hymn

#437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed

Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving body
and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that, having with our
mouths received the holy Sacrament, we may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Nunc Dimittis (Please stand)

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given
us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

Closing Hymn

#444 No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711
Tune: Public domain

IN HIS SERVICE
Preaching
Fieldworkers
Deaconess
Head Elder
Elders on Duty
Kantor
Organist
Altar Guild Chairman
Ushers

Rev. Samuel Wirgau
Sem. Nicholas Gapski and Sem. Aaron Coggins
Wendy Boehm
Lloyd Meyer
Brian Bauermeister and Glen Werling
Richard Brinkley
Emilie Meyer
Amy Schueler
Trent Aschliman, Rory Geiger, Lane Harkless
Darren Patrick, Mark Patrick, Cole Patrick

Pastor: Rev. Samuel Wirgau
260-273-7595
(Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office
260-597-7121
Bethlehem Lutheran School
260-597-7366
Principal: Mr. Mark Schallhorn
260-301-9096
Kantor: Mr. Richard Brinkley
260-705-4105
Deaconess: Wendy Boehm
260-415-8526
Website for Church and School: www.BethlehemOssian.org
SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
NEXT SUNDAY

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:00 a.m.
7-8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9-10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Divine Service with Holy Communion
Family Bible Class (Fellowship Hall)
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)
Chapel Service
Catechesis Class (Fellowship Hall)
Maundy Thursday Service
Good Friday Service
Easter Sunrise Service
Easter Breakfast
Easter Day Service
Easter Breakfast
Easter Day Service

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 597-7121.

THIS IS THE LAST DAY FOR EASTER FLOWER ORDERS
For all church members and friends, Ruth Green will be returning on Saturday, April
17 at 10:00 a.m. to teach us to paint. More information later.
REGISTER NOW FOR VBS - This year the dates for the Bethlehem Lutheran Church
VBS is June 21-24 9:00am-12:00pm. with closing ceremony 24th at 6:30 p.m. To
register, please complete a registration form found in the church foyer or on our website,
www.bethlehemossian.org and return to the church office or to Deaconess Wendy
Boehm. If you’d like to volunteer for this event, please complete the volunteer form also
found on the table.
Bethlehem FISH FRY: Saturday, April 24th from 4;30 -7:30 p.m. at Lighted
Gardens. This will be CARRY OUT ONLY. $12.00 per person (There is no distinction
between adult and child this time). Menu includes: Fish & Tenderloin, baked potato,
green beans, applesauce, roll and dessert.
There will be NO ticket sales, orders will need to be placed by phone or email. Please
contact the following to get your orders in!
Cheryl Louison 260-414-5526 / clouison@ymail.com
or Pat Meyer 260-227-0400 / spmeyer1982@gmail.com.
Proceeds will go to benefit the Wells County Back-Pack program and Bethlehem
Lutheran Church. Sign-up sheet for volunteers to help with the event will be posted at a
later date.
FISH FRY COMMITTEE MEETING – Monday, March 29th at 6:00 p.m.
MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO PICK UP A FISH FRY FLYER FROM THE
FOYER TABLE TO POST AT YOUR WORK PLACE.
LAWNCARE BIDS ARE NOW BEING TAKEN Bid sheets are in the church office on
the counter or see Mark Sauer for any questions.
POE FIRE SAUSAGE AND PANCAKE BRUNCH – Sunday, March 28th 9:00 am – 1:00
p.m. Carry-out ONLY. Adults $8.00, Children under 12 $4.00. Proceeds to go towards a
generator for the fire station.
LWML Mites – Your Mites for Missions can be placed in the LWML Mite box in the
narthex at any time. Thank you
BETHLEHEM 125TH ANNIVERSARY will soon be here! Committees are being formed
and volunteers are needed. If you would like to play a role in planning this celebration,
please contact our church chairman, Neil Stoppenhagen.

Registration for Camp Lutherhaven online at www.lutherhaven.org or call for more
information at 260-636-7101. Earlybird discount if you register before April 1st.
EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (Soest) will be having a rummage and bake sale
on Thursday, April 22nd from 8-4pm and sack sale on Friday, April 23rd 8-noon.
For those following Vicar Ethan Stoppenhagen, check out the following link to
listen to his sermons. www.oslcraleigh.org
The SCRIP TABLE will be OPEN today. Please continue to use the scrip program for
all of your shopping needs! You can call or text your order to Melissa Price at 260-4335307. Thank you
Offering March 21, 2021
Financial Report
Average weekly need $11,342
Home Fund Env. $8,381.97

Synod
183.80
Loose
428.50
Scholarship Fund
Improvement Fund
44.73
Endowment Fund
Music Fund
School Tuition
1,589.33
Total
$10,628.33

Home Fund Balance $10,475.66
Next week bills due: $22,000
Bills due two weeks: $2,000
Savings Account Balance $37,377.12
Borrowed from Savings: $7,941.00
Operating Loan Debt: PAID
AC Unit fund balance $21,313.83
Church/Communion Attendance
8:00 a.m. 73/48
10:30 a.m. 109/71
Wednesday N/A

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 8:00 a.m. Livestream
Pastor Wirgau will also be available as needed to serve you Christ’s gifts in an individual
or smaller setting if that is what is best. You can utilize the sign up here on this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444aba823aaf85-bethlehem1 or send me an
email: samuel.wirgau@gmail.com, or call or text: 260-273-7595. You can also call the
church or email Heidi and she can get that set up as well.

RECITATION & PRAYER FOR CLASSROOM AND HOME
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
A hymn may be sung.
Recite Together:
The Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it Holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Additional Memory Work for the week may be recited.
Scripture Reading and/or Devotion Lesson
Prayers and Intercessions
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Learn-by-heart all or some of the provided text as age and ability of
your household allows.
Where is this [the Office of the Keys] written?
This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty:
The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not
forgive them, they are not forgiven.” John 20:22-23
What do you believe according to these words?
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His
divine command, in particular when they exclude openly unrepentant
sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those who repent
of their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even
in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM
Please return this order form with your payment to the church office by Sunday,
March 28, 2021

Easter Lilies …………………………………………... $10.00 ea.

#____White

Chrysanthemums …………………………$10.00 ea. #____Yellow # ____White # ____Purple
Hydrangeas...……………………………………………$22.00 ea.

#____ Pink

#____ Blue

Azaleas …………………………………………………. $20.00 ea.

#____ Red

#____ Pink

Hyacinths ………………………………………… $ 8.00 ea.

#_____Pink

Tulips ………………………………………………$ 8.00 ea.

#______ no color choice

Daffodils ……………………………………………$ 8.00 ea.

#______ no color choice

(Make checks payable to Bethlehem Ladies Aid)

# _____Blue

Total Order $___________

Ordered by:
_____________________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of:
___________________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of:
_____________________________________________________________________

