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Silent Prayer before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit
and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word
so that we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in
grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Opening Hymn

#625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Introit (sung responsively)
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be | glad for her,*
all you who | love her;
that you may nurse and be | satisfied*
from her con- | soling breast.
I was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Our feet have been | standing*
within your gates, O Je- | rusalem!
Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!*
May they be secure who | love you!
For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake*
I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!”
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be | glad for her,*
all you who | love her;
that you may nurse and be | satisfied*
from her con- | soling breast.

Kyrie

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though
we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our
needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful
goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading
8Thus says the LORD:
“In a time of favor I have answered you;
in a day of salvation I have helped you;
I will keep you and give you
as a covenant to the people,
to establish the land,

Isaiah 49:8–13

to apportion the desolate heritages,
saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’
to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’
They shall feed along the ways;
on all bare heights shall be their pasture;
10they shall not hunger or thirst,
neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them,
for he who has pity on them will lead them,
and by springs of water will guide them.
11
And I will make all my mountains a road,
and my highways shall be raised up.
12
Behold, these shall come from afar,
and behold, these from the north and from the west,
and these from the land of Syene.”
13
Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;
break forth, O mountains, into singing!
for the LORD has comforted his people
and will have compassion on his afflicted.
9

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
I was glad when they | said to me,*
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD!”
Peace be with- | in your walls*
and security within your | towers!

Epistle

Galatians 4:21–31
21Tell

me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22For it is
written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 23But the son
of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through
promise. 24Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from
Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she
corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26But the Jerusalem
above is free, and she is our mother. 27For it is written,“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;
break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the children of the desolate one will be
more than those of the one who has a husband.” 28Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of
promise. 29But just as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was
born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave
woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free
woman.” 31So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Tract (please stand)
Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount | Zion,*
which cannot be moved, but abides for- | ever.
As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his | people,*
from this time forth and forevermore. Peace be upon | Israel!

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.

1After

John 6:1–15

this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of
Tiberias. 2And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on
the sick. 3Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 4Now the
Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd
was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people
may eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7Philip answered him,
“Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.”
Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number.
11Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were
seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12And when they had eaten their fill, he told his
disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them
up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten.
14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to
come into the world!”15Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make
him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day

5

#743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure

Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow’r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6

Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Prayer of the Church
All those in need of continued strength and healing
Denny Nahrwold
Marilyn Franke (Bluffton Regional Continuing Care Room #1026
303 South Main St Bluffton, IN 46714
Bill Gephart Jr – (relative of the Conrad family)
Bernice Gephart (mother of Linda Bultemeier)
Jerry Clausen (brother of Otto Clausen)
Comfort and Peace family of David Kreigh (Jerry and Jennifer Meyer)
Nursing beyond Borders Ronda Flesch in Africa
The Church and its faithful workers
Rev. and Mrs. Steven Schumacher
Rachel Meyer (sister of Mr. Peter Meyer)
All military personnel Active and Inactive
Our members currently shut-in
Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte, (Ossian Healthcare)
Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest
Charlotte Dippel (Lutheran Life Village)
Offering may be left before or after the service in the plates by the doors.
Offertory

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

Proper Preface (Abbreviated)
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

C

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Distribution
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship. Bethlehem Lutheran Church
administers this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran
Confessions. It is celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and
Wine, the very Body and Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.
Furthermore, the communicants as a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their
faith. Those desiring to receive the Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of
Bethlehem or of a sister congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to
please speak with the Pastor before the service.

Prayer before Communing
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation we come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the
salvation of our souls and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Distribution Hymn

#642 O Living Bread from Heaven

Tune and text: Public domain

Distribution Hymn #420 Christ, the Life of All the Living

5

6

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee,
That from pain I might be free;
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee:
Thence I gain security;
Comfortless Thy soul did languish
Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.
Thou hast suffered great affliction
And hast borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;
Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

7

Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving body
and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that, having with our
mouths received the holy Sacrament, we may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Nunc Dimittis (Please stand)

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given
us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Closing Hymn

5

#556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice

God said to His belovèd Son:
“It’s time to have compassion.
Then go, bright jewel of My crown,
And bring to all salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free;
Slay bitter death for them that they
May live with You forever.”

IN HIS SERVICE
Preaching
Rev. Samuel Wirgau
Fieldworker
Sem. Nicholas Gapski and Sem. Aaron Coggins
Deaconess
Wendy Boehm
Head Elder
Lloyd Meyer
Elders on Duty
Brian Bauermeister and Glen Werling
Kantor
Richard Brinkley
Altar Guild Chairman
Amy Schueler
Ushers
Josh Boehm, Rob Meyer, Aspen Fisher
Brian Bauermeister, Don Schueler, Ben Schueler, Graham Stoppenhagen

Pastor: Rev. Samuel Wirgau
260-273-7595
(Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office
260-597-7121
Bethlehem Lutheran School
260-597-7366
Principal: Mr. Mark Schallhorn
260-301-9096
Kantor: Mr. Richard Brinkley
260-705-4105
Deaconess: Wendy Boehm
260-415-8526
Website for Church and School: www.BethlehemOssian.org
SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY
NEXT SUNDAY

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Family Bible Class (Fellowship Hall)
10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)
1:00 p.m. Women’s Group (School hallway)
10:15 a.m. Chapel Service
6:00 p.m. Catechesis Class (meet in 7/8 classroom)
6:00-6:45 p.m. Lenten Supper
7:00 p.m. Evening Lenten Service with Holy Communion
NO SCHOOL (Spring Break March 19-28)
8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Family Bible Class (Fellowship Hall)
10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Board of Elders Meeting
11:30 a.m. Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 597-7121.
NEWSLETTER ITEMS ARE NOW DUE

PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP:
Mid-week Lenten Services – Wednesday, March 17th, 24th at 7:00 p.m.
The Bethlehem Youth members and parents will be serving light suppers from 6-6:45pm.
(Menu for March 17th is Sausage, potato, green beans, rolls and dessert). A free will
donation will be appreciated.
Palm Sunday Services – Sunday, March 28th 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Service – Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday Service – Friday, April 2 at 7:00 p.m.
Easter Services – Sunday, April 4 at 6:00, 8:00, 10:30 a.m.
EASTER BREAKFAST - The parents and youth of Bethlehem will again be hosting
their annual Easter Breakfast April 4th with two times, 7-8 a.m. and 9-10:30 a.m. in
the school gym. In order to get a more accurate head count, we will be handing out free
tickets to each person planning to attend. Please stop at the table in the church foyer to
get your ticket.
Easter Vigil at St. John, Bingen will be held Saturday, April 3, at 8:00 pm.
FISH FRY- CARRY OUT ONLY- SATURDAY APRIL 24TH FROM 4:30-7:30pm AT
LIGHTED GARDENS. More information to come!
REGISTER NOW FOR VBS - This year the dates for the Bethlehem Lutheran Church
VBS is June 21-24 9:00am-12:00pm. with closing ceremony 24th at 6:30 p.m. To
register, please complete a registration form found in the church foyer or on our website,
www.bethlehemossian.org and return to the church office or to Deaconess Wendy
Boehm. If you’d like to volunteer for this event, please complete the volunteer form also
found on the table.
ST. JOHN BINGEN ANNUAL MEN'S FISH AND TENDERLOIN DINNER will be Drive
Thru ONLY March 21, 2021 from 10:30 until 1:30. At Wyneken memorial School 11565
N. US 27, Decatur IN. Meals are $10 adults and $5.50 children, those 5 or under free.
Proceeds to Family Assistance Fund.
RURAL KING CHURCH WEEK – March 14-27th Rural King will donate 10% of your
receipt totals to Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Receipts date during this period can be
left in the church office by March 28th. Thank you
POE FIRE SAUSAGE AND PANCAKE BRUNCH – Sunday, March 28th 9:00 am – 1:00
p.m. Carry-out ONLY. Adults $8.00, Children under 12 $4.00. Proceeds to go towards a
generator for the fire station.
LWML Mites – Your Mites for Missions can be placed in the LWML Mite box in the
narthex at any time. Thank you

BETHLEHEM 125TH ANNIVERSARY will soon be here! Committees are being formed
and volunteers are needed. If you would like to play a role in planning this celebration,
please contact our church chairman, Neil Stoppenhagen.
MEMBERS ARE REMINDED TO SIGN UP FOR FLOWERS TO BE PLACED ON THE
ALTAR OR HYMNBOARD. Simply use the 2021 flower chart posted on the bulletin board
to sign up on the date you wish to have flowers. Purchased flowers should be brought to
church before the designated date to be sure they are placed properly. For help in placing
the flowers, please contact Amy Schueler or Dalene Springer. Announcements concerning
the flowers should be given to the church office. Thank you

For those following Vicar Ethan Stoppenhagen, check out the following link to
listen to his sermons. www.oslcraleigh.org
The SCRIP TABLE will be OPEN today. Please continue to use the scrip program for
all of your shopping needs! You can call or text your order to Melissa Price at 260-4335307. Thank you
Offering March 7, 2021
Financial Report
Average weekly need $11,342
Home Fund Env. $11,431.73

Synod
163.00
Loose
272.50
Scholarship Fund
Improvement Fund
94.73
Endowment Fund
Music Fund
_
Total
$11,961.96

Home Fund Balance ($3,296.80)
Next week bills due: $15,000
Bills due two weeks: $4,000
Savings Account Balance $37,137.10
Borrowed from Savings: $7,941.00
Operating Loan Debt: PAID
AC Unit fund balance $21,313.83
Church/Communion Attendance
8:00 a.m. 79/63
10:30 a.m. 78/49
Wednesday 50/42

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 8:00 a.m. Livestream
Pastor Wirgau will also be available as needed to serve you Christ’s gifts in an individual
or smaller setting if that is what is best. You can utilize the sign up here on this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444aba823aaf85-bethlehem1 or send me an
email: samuel.wirgau@gmail.com, or call or text: 260-273-7595. You can also call the
church or email Heidi and she can get that set up as well.

EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM
Please return this order form with your payment to the church office by Sunday,
March 28, 2021

Easter Lilies …………………………………………... $10.00 ea.

#____White

Chrysanthemums …………………………$10.00 ea. #____Yellow # ____White # ____Purple
Hydrangeas...……………………………………………$22.00 ea.

#____ Pink

#____ Blue

Azaleas …………………………………………………. $20.00 ea.

#____ Red

#____ Pink

Hyacinths ………………………………………… $ 8.00 ea.

#_____Pink

Tulips ………………………………………………$ 8.00 ea.

#______ no color choice

Daffodils ……………………………………………$ 8.00 ea.

#______ no color choice

(Make checks payable to Bethlehem Ladies Aid)

# _____Blue

Total Order $___________

Ordered by:
_____________________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of:
___________________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of:
_____________________________________________________________________
**Flowers may be picked up after the April 4th 10:30 a.m. Easter Service.
Please call Amy Schueler (260-615-4605) or Dalene Springer (260-415-2942)
if questions

RECITATION & PRAYER FOR CLASSROOM AND HOME
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
A hymn may be sung.
Recite Together:
The Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it Holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Additional Memory Work for the week may be recited.
Scripture Reading and/or Devotion Lesson
Prayers and Intercessions
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Learn-by-heart all or some of the provided text as age and ability of
your household allows.
What is the Office of the Keys?
The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given
to His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to
withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not
repent.
What is Matthew 16:19?
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven. Matthew 16:19
What is 1 John 1:8-9?
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

