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Silent Prayer before Worship
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit
and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word
so that we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in
grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.
Opening Hymn

#604 I Bind unto Myself Today

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation (Please stand)
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Introit (sung responsively)
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
for I am lonely and af- | flicted.
To you, | O LORD,*
I lift | up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame;*
let not my enemies exult | over me.
The troubles of my heart | are enlarged;*
bring me out of my dis- | tresses.
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,*
and forgive | all my sins.
Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me!*
Let me not be put to shame, for I take ref- | uge in you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*
for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,*
for I am lonely and af- | flicted.

Kyrie

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

P

Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray
from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading
Jeremiah 26:1–15
1
In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came
from the LORD: 2“Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the LORD’s house, and speak to all the
cities of Judah that come to worship in the house of the LORD all the words that I command you to
speak to them; do not hold back a word. 3It may be they will listen, and every one turn from his evil
way, that I may relent of the disaster that I intend to do to them because of their evil deeds. 4You
shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: If you will not listen to me, to walk in my law that I have set
before you, 5and to listen to the words of my servants the prophets whom I send to you urgently,
though you have not listened, 6then I will make this house like Shiloh, and I will make this city a
curse for all the nations of the earth.’”7The priests and the prophets and all the people heard
Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the LORD. 8And when Jeremiah had finished speaking
all that the LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets
and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name
of the LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without
inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.10When the
officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the house of the LORD
and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the LORD. 11Then the priests and the
prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because
he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 12Then Jeremiah spoke to
all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and
this city all the words you have heard. 13Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey
the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced
against you. 14But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to
you. 15Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon
yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to speak all
these words in your ears.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
Arise, O Lord! Let not | man prevail; *
let the nations be judged be- | fore you!
When my enemies | turn back,*
they stumble and perish before your | presence.
Epistle

Ephesians 5:1–9
1

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved us
and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3But sexual immorality and all
impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there
be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be
thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or
who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no
one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the
sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is
good and right and true).
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Tract
To you I lift | up my eyes,*
O you who are enthroned in the | heavens!
Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their | master,*
so our eyes look to the LORD our God, till he has mercy up- | on us.
Have mercy upon us, | O LORD,*
have mercy up- | on us.

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.

Luke 11:14–28

14Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the
mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 15But some of them said, “He casts out demons by
Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 16while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from
heaven. 17But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is
laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18And if Satan also is divided against himself, how
will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19And if I cast out
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your

judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has
come upon you. 21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe;
22
but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in
which he trusted and divides his spoil. 23Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever
does not gather with me scatters.24“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes
through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from
which I came.’ 25And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26Then it goes
and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the
last state of that person is worse than the first.”27As he said these things, a woman in the crowd
raised her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you
nursed!” 28But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day

#659 Lord of Our Life

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Prayer of the Church
All those in need of continued strength and healing
Marilyn Franke (Bluffton Regional Continuing Care Room #1026
303 South Main St Bluffton, IN 46714
Bill Gephart Jr – (relative of the Conrad family)
Bernice Gephart (mother of Linda Bultemeier)
Jerry Clausen (brother of Otto Clausen)
Nursing beyond Borders Ronda Flesch in Africa
The Church and its faithful workers
Rev. and Mrs. Steven Schumacher
Rachel Meyer (sister of Mr. Peter Meyer)
All military personnel Active and Inactive

Our members currently shut-in
Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte, (Ossian Healthcare)
Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest
Charlotte Dippel (Lutheran Life Village)
Offering may be left before or after the service in the plates by the doors.
Offertory

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

Proper Preface (Abbreviated)
P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

C

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship. Bethlehem Lutheran Church
administers this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran
Confessions. It is celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and
Wine, the very Body and Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.
Furthermore, the communicants as a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their
faith. Those desiring to receive the Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of
Bethlehem or of a sister congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to
please speak with the Pastor before the service.

For the distribution of Holy Communion Pastor will wear a mask. Please:
● approach the railing by individuals or family groups.
● do not kneel,
● extend your hand to receive the host/wafer.
● If taking an individual cup place empty glass in the basket on your way back to your seat.
● return to your seat when Pastor has pronounced the blessing for you or your family unit

Prayer before Communing
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation we come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy
body and blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the
salvation of our souls and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Distribution Hymn

5

#620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

6

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711
Tune: Public domain

Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Distribution Hymn

#594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Distribution Hymn

#722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Prayer of Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving body
and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that, having with our
mouths received the holy Sacrament, we may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Nunc Dimittis (Please stand)

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given
us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Closing Hymn

#663 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray

Tune and text: Public domain

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 8:00 a.m. Livestream
Pastor Wirgau will also be available as needed to serve you Christ’s gifts in an individual
or smaller setting if that is what is best. You can utilize the sign up here on this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444aba823aaf85-bethlehem1 or send me an
email: samuel.wirgau@gmail.com, or call or text: 260-273-7595. You can also call the
church or email Heidi and she can get that set up as well.

IN HIS SERVICE
Preaching
Rev. Samuel Wirgau
Fieldworker
Sem. Nicholas Gapski and Sem. Aaron Coggins
Deaconess
Wendy Boehm
Head Elder
Lloyd Meyer
Elders on Duty
Brian Bauermeister and Glen Werling
Kantor
Richard Brinkley
Altar Guild Chairman
Amy Schueler
Ushers
Travis Avey, Jeff Gresley, Cole Louison
Peyton Laley, Jared Meyer, Kyle Patrick, Dean Scheumann

Pastor: Rev. Samuel Wirgau
260-273-7595
(Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office
260-597-7121
Bethlehem Lutheran School
260-597-7366
Principal: Mr. Mark Schallhorn
260-301-9096
Kantor: Mr. Richard Brinkley
260-705-4105
Deaconess: Wendy Boehm
260-415-8526
Website for Church and School: www.BethlehemOssian.org
SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

NEXT SUNDAY

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00-6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Divine Service with Holy Communion
Family Bible Class (Fellowship Hall)
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)
Chapel Service
Catechesis Class (meet in 7/8 classroom)
Lenten Supper
Evening Lenten Service with Holy Communion
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Family Bible Class (Fellowship Hall)
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at
bethlehemossiansec@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 597-7121.

FLOWERS PLACED UNDER THE HYMNBOARD have been given to the glory of God
and in remembrance of Wilmer (Butch) Werling and also for all the thoughts and prayers
for Jackie every service.
PLEASE JOIN US FOR WORSHIP –Wednesday Evening Lenten Services at 7:00pm.
The Bethlehem Youth members and parents will be serving light suppers from 6-6:45pm.
(Menu for March 10th is Chili Soup, Salad and Dessert). A free will donation will be
appreciated.
THANK YOU for all the prayers, texts, phone calls and cards since my recent surgery. I
would also like to thank Pastor Wirgau for his visits while I was in the hospital. Jeff
Gresley
EASTER BREAKFAST - The parents and youth of Bethlehem will again be hosting
their annual Easter Breakfast April 4th. In order to get a more accurate head count, they
will be handing out free tickets to each person planning to attend. Please stop at the
table in the church foyer to get your ticket.
SCIENCE FAIR OPEN HOUSE – The school will have an open house on Friday, March
12th from 6-7 p.m. for everyone to come view Science Fair projects of the K-8 students.
WOMEN’S EVENT – Please join us for a DIY Board and Brush experience, Sunday,
March 14th at 1:00 p.m. in the school hallways. Cost is $15 per project. Please RSVP by
March 10th with Deaconess Wendy Boehm. For more information see today’s insert.
FISH FRY- CARRY OUT ONLY- SATURDAY APRIL 24TH FROM 4:30-7:30pm AT
LIGHTED GARDENS. More information to come!
REGISTER NOW FOR VBS - This year the dates for the Bethlehem Lutheran Church
VBS is June 21-24 9:00am-12:00pm. with closing ceremony 24th at 6:30 p.m. To
register, please complete a registration form found in the church foyer or on our website,
www.bethlehemossian.org and return to the church office or to Deaconess Wendy
Boehm. If you’d like to volunteer for this event, please complete the volunteer form also
found on the table.
St. John Bingen annual Men's Fish and Tenderloin dinner will be Drive Thru only
March 21, 2021 from 10:30 until 1:30. At Wyneken memorial School 11565 N. US 27,
Decatur IN. Meals are $10 adults and $5.50 children, those 5 or under free. Proceeds to
Family Assistance Fund.
LWML Mites – Your Mites for Missions can be placed in the LWML Mite box in the
narthex at any time. Thank you

BETHLEHEM 125TH ANNIVERSARY will soon be here! Committees are being formed
and volunteers are needed. If you would like to play a role in planning this celebration,
please contact our church chairman, Neil Stoppenhagen.
MEMBERS ARE REMINDED TO SIGN UP FOR FLOWERS TO BE PLACED ON THE
ALTAR OR HYMNBOARD. Simply use the 2021 flower chart posted on the bulletin board
to sign up on the date you wish to have flowers. Purchased flowers should be brought to
church before the designated date to be sure they are placed properly. For help in placing
the flowers, please contact Amy Schueler or Dalene Springer. Announcements concerning
the flowers should be given to the church office. Thank you

For those following Vicar Ethan Stoppenhagen, check out the following link to
listen to his sermons. www.oslcraleigh.org
The SCRIP TABLE will be OPEN today. Please continue to use the scrip program for
all of your shopping needs! You can call or text your order to Melissa Price at 260-4335307. Thank you
Offering February 28, 2021
Financial Report
Average weekly need $11,342
Home Fund Env. $11,095.38

Synod
184.00
Loose
2,261.76
Scholarship Fund
Improvement Fund
104.73
Endowment Fund
20.00
Music Fund
Gym Use
23.00
Total
$13,688.37

Home Fund Balance ($6,516.94)
Next week bills due: $8,000
Bills due two weeks: $15,000
Savings Account Balance $36,917.37
Borrowed from Savings: $7,941.00
Operating Loan Debt: PAID
AC Unit fund balance $21,313.83
Church/Communion Attendance
8:00 a.m. 83/65
10:30 a.m. 80/54
Wednesday 68/54

Here is the monthly report for the Bethlehem Lutheran School Endowment Fund by the
Lutheran Foundation. The following information is accurate as of January 31, 2021,
and was just made available today:
$164,927.82 - Amount Bethlehem sent in since 2009
152,383.00 - Amount the Lutheran Foundation matched
196,214.09 - Amount generated since 2009
-85,500.00 - Amount disbursed to Bethlehem since 2009
$428,024.91 - Value of the Endowment Fund as of January 31, 2021

RECITATION & PRAYER FOR CLASSROOM AND HOME
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
A hymn may be sung.
Recite Together:
The Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it Holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Additional Memory Work for the week may be recited.
Scripture Reading and/or Devotion Lesson
Prayers and Intercessions
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Learn-by-heart all or some of the provided text as age and ability of
your household allows.
What is Confession?
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second,
that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from
God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believe that by it our sins are
forgiven before God in heaven.
What sins should we confess?
Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not
aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer, but before the pastor we should
confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.
Which are these?
Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are
you a father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have
you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered,
rude, or quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds?
Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything, or done any harm?

