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Prayer
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit
and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word
so that we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in
grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.

Opening Hymn

#398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed

Tune and text: Public domain

Invocation (please stand)
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C
P
C

who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P
C

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

P

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Introit (sung responsively)
Your decrees are very | trustworthy;*
holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore.
Your throne is established | from of old;*
you are from ever- | lasting.
The LORD reigns; he is robed in | majesty;*
the LORD is robed; he has put on strength | as his belt.
Yes, the world is es- | tablished;*
it shall nev- | er be moved.
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted | up their voice;*
the floods lift up their | roaring.
Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves | of the sea,*
the LORD on high is | mighty!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Your decrees are very | trustworthy;*
holiness befits your house, O LORD, for- | evermore.
Your throne is established | from of old;*
you are from ever- | lasting.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.

P

Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of
Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be
alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading
1There

Isaiah 11:1–5

shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit
of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3And his delight shall be in
the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears
hear, 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall
kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
2And

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
You are the most handsome of the | sons of men;*
grace is poured up- | on your lips.
I address my verses | to the king;*
my tongue is like the pen of a | ready scribe.
Epistle

Galatians 4:1–7
1

I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the
owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3In the
same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the
law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So
you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

Luke 2:22–40

22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of
the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a
sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young
pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And
it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed
God and said,29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word;30for
my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,32a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”33And his father and his mother
marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts
may be revealed.”36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a
virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple,
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she began to
give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem.39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled
with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day

5

6

#389 Let All Together Praise Our God

He is a servant, I a lord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s
love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.
He is the key and He the door
To blessèd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

D

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Sermon

Offertory

781 We Give Thee But Thine Own

5

The captive to release,
To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace,
It is a Christ-like thing.

6

And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be:
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee.
Tune and text: Public domain

Offering may be left before or after the service in the plates by the doors.

Prayer of the Church
All those in need of continued strength and healing
Amy Schueler
Dan Price (Father of Andy Price)
Jerry Clausen (brother of Otto Clausen)
Carol Tieman (mother of Sandy Meyer)
The Church and its faithful workers
Rev. and Mrs. Steven Schumacher
Rachel Meyer (sister of Mr. Peter Meyer)
All military personnel Active and Inactive
Seth Wanner and Rob Gresley (deployed)
Our members currently shut-in
Jackie Werling, Ruth Witte, (Ossian Healthcare)
Imogene Bultemeier, (Woodcrest
Charlotte Dippel (Lutheran Life Village)

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

Proper Preface (Abbreviated)
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in our worship. Bethlehem Lutheran Church
administers this Holy Supper in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran
Confessions. It is celebrated in the confidence that we receive, along with the Bread and
Wine, the very Body and Blood of Jesus through which we receive the forgiveness of sins.
Furthermore, the communicants as a body of believers make a confession of the unity of their
faith. Those desiring to receive the Sacrament with us, who are not communicant members of
Bethlehem or of a sister congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, are asked to
please speak with the Pastor before the service.

For the distribution of Holy Communion Pastor will wear a mask. Please:
● when released from your pew by the Elders, go to the far end of the railing on the side you

●
●
●
●

are sitting on,
do not kneel,
extend your hand to receive the host/wafer.
If taking an individual cup place empty glass in the basket on your way back to your seat.
return to your seat when Pastor has pronounced the blessing for you or your family unit

Prayer before Communing
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body and
blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my
soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Distribution Hymn

#629 What Is This Bread

Tune and text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711

Distribution Hymn

#519 In His Temple Now Behold Him

Tune and text: Public domain

Distribution Hymn

#937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace

Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001711
Tune: Public domain

Prayer of Thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament
Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving body and blood
of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that, having with our mouths received
the holy Sacrament, we may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of
sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Nunc Dimittis (please stand)

Thanksgiving
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given
us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but
always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.

Benedicamus
A Bless we the Lord.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.

Closing Hymn

#897 O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly

Text and tune: Public domain

https://www.youtube.com/bethlehemlutheranchurchossian 8:00 a.m. Livestream
Pastor Wirgau will also be available as needed to serve you Christ’s gifts in an individual
or smaller setting if that is what is best. You can utilize the sign up here on this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444aba823aaf85-bethlehem1 or send me an
email: samuel.wirgau@gmail.com, or call or text: 260-273-7595. You can also call the
church or email Heidi and she can get that set up as well.

IN HIS SERVICE
Preaching
Fieldworker
Deaconess
Head Elder
Elders on Duty
Kantor
Organist
Altar Guild Chairman
Ushers

Rev. Samuel Wirgau
Sem. Nicholas Gapski and Sem. Aaron Coggins
Wendy Boehm
Lloyd Meyer
Brian Bauermeister, Glen Werling
Richard Brinkley
Emilie Meyer
Dalene Springer
Todd Ottinger, Ryan Ottinger, Ethan Ottinger
Jay Werling, Collin Laley, Kaden Laley, Landon Geiger

Pastor: Rev. Samuel Wirgau
260-273-7595
(Samuel.wirgau@gmail.com )
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Office
260-597-7121
Bethlehem Lutheran School
260-597-7366
Principal: Mr. Mark Schallhorn
260-301-9096
Kantor: Mr. Richard Brinkley
260-705-4105
Deaconess: Wendy Boehm
260-415-8526
Website for Church and School: www.BethlehemOssian.org

SUNDAY

MONDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
NEXT SUNDAY

8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Family Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)
NO School (Christmas Break -Jan. 3)
NO Catechesis Class
7:00 p.m. Evening Service with Holy Communion
7:00 p.m. New Year’s Eve Service
8:00 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Family Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Divine Service with Holy Communion
11:30 a.m. Voice of Bethlehem (WZBD 92.7)

Announcements can be emailed to the church secretary at hklep@msn.com or by
calling the church office at 597-7121.

Offering Envelopes for the New Year are available for pick up in the north hallway.

THANK YOU to all who sent cards, prayers and thoughts to me at my sisters (Kathleen
Tyson) passing. Sincerely Sylvia Wann

THANK YOU to the Ladies Aid and the congregation for the lovely fruit basket gift
that we received. We appreciated it! Rev. Donald and Lois Lutz
VOTER’S ASSEMBLY MEETING -There will be a special called voters assembly
meeting on January 17, 2021 following the second service to discuss and vote on a
proposal sent to LCMS congregations to delay the 2022 Synod convention one year.
2021 Calendars of the Lutheran Churches of the Decatur Circuit are available for
purchase in the narthex. Proceeds from the calendar sale will go to the Siberian
Lutheran Mission Society. Calendars are $10 each.
ALTAR GUILD –Volunteers are needed for the New Year. Signup sheets are posted on
the bulletin board. Please consider helping to prepare the Altar for Divine Services.
Contact Wendy Boehm if you have any questions.
LWML Mites – Your Mites for Missions can be placed in the LWML Mite box in the
narthex at any time. Thank you
For those following Vicar Ethan Stoppenhagen, check out the following link to
listen to his sermons. www.oslcraleigh.org
The SCRIP TABLE will be closed for the next couple of weeks. Please continue to use
the scrip program for all of your shopping needs! You can call or text your order to
Melissa Price at 260-433-5307. Thank you
Offering December 20, 2020
Financial Report
Average weekly need $11,342

Home Fund Env. $4,849.77
Synod
111.80
Loose
114.50
Scholarship Fund
Improvement Fund
94.73
Endowment Fund
Advent Evening
16.00
Memorials
180.00
Lutheran Witness
19.00
Total
$5,385.80

Home Fund Balance ($937.86)
Next week bills due: $12,000
Bills due two weeks: $12,000
Savings Account Balance $20,785.85
Borrowed from Savings: $18,941.00
Operating Loan Debt: $9,702.78
AC Unit fund balance $17,026.44
Church/Communion Attendance 12/20/2020
8:00 a.m.
57/36
10:00 a.m.
71/46
Wednesday 33/22

RECITATION & PRAYER FOR CLASSROOM AND HOME
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
A hymn may be sung.
Recite Together:
The Ten Commandments
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it Holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Additional Memory Work for the week may be recited.
Scripture Reading and/or Devotion Lesson
Prayers and Intercessions
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Learn-by-heart all or some of the provided text as age and ability of
your household allows.
From the Small Catechism’s Table of Duties. “Certain passages of Scripture
for various holy orders and positions, admonishing them about their duties
and responsibilities.
To Husbands:
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives,
and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you
of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 1
Peter 3:7
Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. Colossians
3:19
To Wives:
Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. Ephesians 5:22
They were submissive to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed
Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do
what is right and do not give way to fear. 1 Peter 3:5-6

