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  Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the household well shall fare. 

As we have been walking through the Table of Duties from the Small Catechism I would like 

to emphasis again that the work we do (in whatever station in life God places us) is governed 

always by our faith in the Gospel. So even the secular work of a 9-5 job is one that is lived in 

faith in Christ and in love to the neighbor. The next two sections address workers and em-

ployers/supervisors. On workers of all kinds we read: 

Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you 

would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of 

Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will as to the 

Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back 

from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. (Ephesians 6:5-8 ESV) 

The term translated in the English Standard Version as “bondservant” is the term for slave. 

“slave” is a word in our language and history that has a dark and demeaning past and we do 

not want to downplay that or gloss over it. However, Scripture often uses that term slave as a 

term for our Lord Jesus Christ. For Him slavery was not demeaning. That term describes the 

nature of His office as one who came to serve not Himself but others. So that is also the char-

acteristic of our life in Christ as we serve our neighbor. Remember our duties flow out of that 

faith in the Gospel, so that our work becomes part of our confession of faith in Christ because 

of the grace that God has shown to us. 

Then, in regard to Employers and Supervisors we read the next verse from Ephesians 6: 

Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their 

Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him. (Ephesians 6:9) 

Employers and employees are separate and distinct vocations. And yet as Christians both em-

ployers and employees share a common calling as saints of God. In the same way that work-

ers are led by their faith in the Gospel to be faithful in their work, both employers and super-

visors are to be led by the Gospel in their conduct toward their employees. However, such 

faith in the Gospel does not mean ignoring or tolerating sin. The Law is to be used, but it is to 

be used in love toward the neighbor, not in selfish coercion or threats for one’s own sake. 

Employers are to be faithful in the duties and workers that are entrusted to them in service to 

their neighbor. 

In all things and in whatever position we are in we take our cues from Christ and His Gospel. 

Our Christian lives as God’s baptized children are ones of dying and rising, of repentance and 

faith, of confession and absolution, and from such forgiveness we live in faith toward God 

and in fervent love toward one another, be we slave or master, worker of supervisor, em-

ployee or employer. May God grant us faithfulness and grace in whatever work we find our-

selves.         Rev. Samuel Wirgau 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 9a Divine Serv. 

10:15 ABC & SS 

 

2 3 4  10:15a Chapel 

1:30 p  Ladies Aid 

Meeting  

7p Lenten Service 

8p Adult Choir 

5 6 7 

8 9a Divine Serv. 

10:15 ABC & SS 

11:15 Elders Meet 

6:30 p  LYF Bible  

Daylight Savngs 

9 

7p Handbell Choir 

Practice  

 

10 

6p Board of 

Christian Educa-

tion Meeting  

 

11  

10:15a Chapel 

7p Lenten Service 

8p Adult Choir 

12 13 

Social Studies Fair 

6-7pm 

14 

 

15 9a Divine Serv. 

10:15a ABC & SS 

 

16  

7p Handbell Choir 

Practice  

17 

 

18 

10:15a Chapel 

7p Lenten Service 

8p Adult Choir 

19 

7p LWML Meeting 

 

 

20 

NO SCHOOL 

21 

22 9a Divine Serv. 

10:15a ABC &SS 

 
 

23 

7p Handbell Choir 

Practice  

 

24  

 

25 

10:15a Chapel 

7p Lenten Service  

8p Adult Choir 

 26 

 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 9a Divine Serv. 

10:15a ABC & SS 

 

30  

7p Handbell Choir 

Practice  

31 

5:30 Kindergarten 

Roundup  

7p Women’s 

Group Event   

    

 

February 27, 2020 

BETHLEHEM FINANCIAL REPORT 

General Fund (Home Fund) Account to Pay Operating Bills    ($3,483.53) 

Savings Fund Balances 

     Accrued              Restricted     Account 

     Amount           Amount Borrowed                      Balance    

Improvement Fund   $54,353.35   ($15,821.00)                $38,532.35 

Scholarship Fund    $  1,638.94        ($         0.00)  $  1,638.94 

Music Fund    $  7,849.48    ($  4,500.00)  $  3,349.48  *$3,000 for Sound System 

   TOTALS $63,841.77   ($20,321.00)  $43,520.77 

 

Checkbook Balance               ($  3,483.53)            

Savings Account Balance                $43,520.77              

  Total Savings and Checking Balance            $40,037.24                                       

Borrowed Amounts                   

Restricted Savings Account  $20,321.00 

Operating Loan Amount  $16,559.07 

TOTAL BORROWED  $36,880.07   

 

Bills due week of March  2—$13,000    

Bills due week of March  9—$5,000    

       

SPRING BREAK  March 20-27 NO SCHOOL  



MEMBERS ARE REMINDED TO SIGN UP FOR FLOWERS TO BE PLACED ON THE ALTAR OR HYMN-

BOARD.  Simply use the 2020 flower chart posted on the bulletin board to sign up on the date you wish to have flow-

ers. Purchased flowers should be brought to church before the designated date to be sure they are placed properly.  
For help in placing the flowers, please contact Dalene Springer or Deaconess Wendy Boehm. Announcements con-
cerning the flowers should be given to the church office. Thank you 

LADIES AID NEWS  

The monthly meeting of Ladies Aid was held February 5, 2020. Pastor Wirgau gave devo-

tions. Vice President Maxine Nahrwold welcomed all that were present and conducted the 

meeting. Roll call showed 12 members and 2 guests present. The secretary’s and treasurer’s 

reports were read and approved. 

The altar guild and kitchen committee had no new business. Gail Werling stated that all 

needed supplies for the kitchen were completed. 

The social secretary Delores Scheumann read the member’s names of birthdays and anniver-

saries. 

Old business included what to do with the old Christmas trees and decorations. After a short 

discussion it was decided to offer them to the seminary for use there. Dalene Springer will 

contact them. 

The discussion about a Bethesda gift had been tabled until this meeting. It was suggested to 

give them $100. A motion was made, seconded and carried to send a check to Bethesda for 

$100. 

The soup and bake sale of January 17 was reviewed. 

Thank you was given to all those that helped to organize the baby shower for Wendy on 

January 26th and thanks to the elders and wives who took over at the shower. 

Marilyn Franke’s 80th birthday party on February 1st was held at the Galley in Decatur. It 

was enjoyed by all who attended. 

New business included the birthday parties for Diane Thorpe and Berenice Stoppenhagen’s 

birthdays. It will be one party in celebration for both of them on Sunday March 15 at 

11:30am at the Galley in Decatur. 

The next soup and pie sale is to be February 9 after church. 

A get well card was sent around to be signed by the Ladies Aid members for Kay Schumm. 

It was mentioned by Dalene Springer that the altar guild were purchasing live flowers for the 

altar this month. 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer and common table prayer. 

The next Ladies Aid meeting will be Wednesday March 4, 2020 at 1:30 in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

 

Joellen Meyer, Secretary 

The LWML will meet on Thursday, March 19th at 7:00 p.m.              

We will be making cancer pads for cancer patients.                                     

Please bring a pair of scissors. 



March 2020 
March 1, 2020 – First Sunday in 
Lent 
Psalm 32:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; 
Matthew 4:1-11 
“Tempting Lies” - Sermon Text: 
Matthew 4:1-11 - Rev. Paul Shoe-
maker 
 

Have you ever been tempted to sin? We all have. And Satan, 
the father of lies, will lie to us to tempt us to sin. Jesus shows 
us how to resist temptation by relying on God’s Word for help, 
strength, and guidance. 
 
March 8, 2020 – Second Sunday in Lent 
Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-8, 13-17; John 3:1-17 
“Good News for You!” - Sermon Text: John 3:1-17 - Rev. Wil-
liam Mueller  
 
John 3:1-17 contain some of the most loved and treasured 
words of Scripture. We are right to dearly treasure these 
words! And these aren’t just words on a page, they are a de-
scription of how much our God and Savior loves us. This, in-
deed, is Good News for You! 
 
March 15, 2020 – Third Sunday in Lent 
Psalm 95:1-9; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-15 
“Under Construction” - Sermon Text: Romans 5:1-8 - Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Ahlersmeyer 
 
Rejoice in the midst of sufferings? Impossible! Unless we un-
derstand that God accomplishes miracles in our lives through 
suffering, how suffering means that our lives are Under Con-
struction. 
 
March 22, 2020 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Psalm 142; Ephesians 5:8-11; John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
“Displaying God’s Works” - Sermon Text: John 9:3 - Rev. Dr. 
Walter Maier III 
 
Those who are or will be hospitalized, homebound, in a nursing 
home, or in some other way limited or restricted can be sus-
ceptible to feeling useless. But for the person who has faith in 
Jesus, no matter what the circumstances are, life always has a 
purpose. God uses each believer to display His wonderful di-
vine works. 
 
March 29, 2020 – Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Psalm 130; Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:17-27, 38-53 
“Now What?” - Sermon Text: John 11:25-26 - Rev. Thomas Eg-
gold 
 
Death and the horrible separation it brings are not what God 
intended for His creation and it causes confusion in the most 
ardent believer. This is what the death of the Lazarus did to his 
sister Martha. Yet Jesus entered into her confusion and despair 
and He spoke words of life that changed everything. 

01) Dale Meyer 

 Cole Patrick 

 Sarena Wirgau 

02) Jonathan Dathe 

 RieAnn Krinn 

 Marilyn Meyer 

 Arlene Werling 

03) Kim Graft 

 Olivia Lambert 

 Lucas Werling 

04) Jordan Flesch 

 Cynthia Hammond 

 Grayson Smith 

05) Betty Roembke 

 Vicki Schallhorn 

06) Richard Brinkley 

 Jason Rekeweg 

08) Kenneth Werling 

09) Autumn Fisher 

 Michael Pursifull  

 Glen Werling 

10) Brian Shelton 

11) Lorie Bauermeister 

12) Charlotte Dippel 

13) Sheryl Bauermeister 

15) David Flesch 

17) Preston Graham 

 Nicole Walda 

18) Trent Aschliman 

19) Keith Furhmann 

 Sandra Graft 

 Diana Thorpe 

 Julie Werling 

 Tori Wiese 

20) Burk Evans 

 Collin Laley 

 Phillip Werling 

21) Donald Avey 

 Don Schueler 

22) Vinny Fuhrmann 

 Makena Scheumann 

23) Robert Brown 

 Stephanie Fawcett 

 Grahm Smith 

 Berenice Stoppenhagen 

25) Cindy Meyer 

26) Landri Bauermeister 

 Nathanael Werling 

29) Emily Anthony 

30) Sarah Bauemeister 

 Debbie Coty 

 Chandler Green 

31) Sheldon Meyer 



The Endowment Committee thanks the Lord and the congregation for their generous gifts to the Endowment Fund.   

Here is the monthly report for the Bethlehem Lutheran School Endowment Fund by the Lutheran Foundation. The follow-

ing information is accurate as of January 31, 2020: 

$163,527.82 - Amount Bethlehem sent in since 2009 

  150,983.00 - Amount the Lutheran Foundation matched 

  152,312.22 - Amount generated since 2009 

   -66,500.00 - Amount disbursed to Bethlehem since 2009 

$400,323.04 - Value of the Endowment Fund as of January 31, 2020   

 

 

Did you know? 

 The Endowment Fund has distributed $66,500 to the congregation so far    

 Plans to distribute $19,000 in 2020 

 Amount to be matched by Lutheran Foundation in 2020 = $14,400 

 Bethlehem is the only congregation to meet the LF match every years since inception 

 We’ve put in $163,000 since 2009 

 It’s grown by another $142,000 

 Amount collected so far for 2020=$1,920.00 

 Amount needed for match by May 1, 2020 = $12,480.00 

This is a great way to turn $1 into $2 or more dollars.  Let’s keep up the tradition of meeting the match!   

Please consider a gift to the Endowment Fund!  Thank you  

Happy Anniversary! Elder Routes 

Neil Stoppenhagen  A-B 

Glen Werling  C-F 

Mike Meyer   G-K 

Bruce Meyer  L-P 

Lloyd Meyer  Q-S 

Dave Flesch   T-Z 

Enjoy the convenience of Electronic Giving! 

Please consider setting up a recurring giving plan.  Automating your financial commitments means your contribu-
tions will be received on a steady, uninterrupted basis.   
If you wish to make a single online donation or set up recurring donations, you may do so on our website, 
www.bethlehemossian.org through our third-party provider-Vanco Payment Solutions. Online giving may be done as 
a credit card payment or ACH bank transfer. Please note, the church will incur a $0.45 processing fee on each online 
transaction. Credit card transactions will be charged at least 2.75% fee.  For ACH bank transfers, there is a fee of 1% 
of each dollar charged.  This may affect how you wish to direct your online donations. You may also elect to increase 
your gift to cover the cost of the transaction fees. 

March 3  Andrew and Gay Stoppenhagen (19) 

March 4 Frederick and Ruth Bienz (64) 

March 7 Don and Amy Schueler (16) 

March 12 Brian and Kirsten Whitsitt (21) 

March 14 Mark and Susan Sauer (39) 

March 15 Mark and Kay Jackson (45)  

Visual Faith Gathering  

Join us as we play with color!  March 8th from 2-4 p.m. at St. Michael Lutheran 

Church 2131 Getz Road in Fort Wayne.  We will have pre-printed images and Scrip-

ture verses and we will use watercolors and gelato pigments to add color to them.  

We will learn and practice some very basic techniques together.  All supplies will be 

provided, but feel free to bring your own images or supplies as well.   

http://www.bethlehemossian.org


COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Spring 2020 

Flea Market 

Saturday, March 28, 2020  

8:00 a.m – 3:00 p.m. 

Saint Aloysius Church 

14623 Bluffton Road 

Yoder, IN 

Just south of I-469 

Concessions, Baked goods & Refreshments 

Handmade arts & crafts, Vintage finds, Collectibles 

Clothing, home décor, and the popular Direct Seller brands 

that you love! 

Soup and Sandwich Dinner 

Zion Lutheran Church, Friedheim 

Sunday, March 8, 2020  

Serving 10 am to 1 pm 

At Wyneken Lutheran School 

Carryout will be available 

Craft and Bake Sale! 

Spring Rummage Sale 

St. John Lutheran Church,  

Flatrock 

12912 Franke Road 

Friday, March 20th 8-5 pm. 

Saturday, March 21st 8-noon 

Bag sale on Saturday $3.00 for a 

Brown paper bag or $6 for a gal-

lon trash bag. 

Fish & Tenderloin Dinner 

St. John Lutheran Church, Bingen 

Sunday, March 15th  

10:30 – 1:00 p.m. 

At Wyneken Lutheran School 

Adults $10.00 Children (6-12) $5.50; 5 and under free 

All Welcome – All you can eat! 

Drive thru available 

Proceeds to:  Family Assistance Fund  Senior Citizen Lunch 

at New Hope Lutheran Church 

Thursday, March 5th  

11:30-1:00 p.m. 

Special Program by: 

Soarin’ Hawk Raptors 

Door prizes and Lunch provided by 

Ladies of New Hope 

Free will offering accepted 

RSVP 622-7954 by March 3rd 

Camp Lutherhaven 

Registration for summer camp at LutherHaven has begun!  It may not seem like 

it, but summer is right around the corner.  Have you made plans yet?  Camp Lu-

therhaven has something for everyone:  campfires, swimming, Treetop Village, 

making paracord bracelets, or just spending time with friends and family.  There 

are programs for Kindergarten all the way through High School, as well as some 

for the whole family!  Register online today at www.lutherhaven.org or call for 

more information at 260-363-7101.   

 

Pack Away Hunger Campaign 

On Friday and Saturday, April 3rd & 4th once again, the cafeteria at Wyneken Memorial Lutheran School 

will be full of activity; as we plan to pack 40,000 meals, at our annual event, to benefit the Pack Away 

Hunger campaing.   

 

On Friday, April 3rd, we will have 100+ student volunteers, from our own Wyneken School, and possibly 

other Lutheran schools, working in fellowship together to pack meals benefiting other children and fami-

lies in their community. 

On Saturday, April 4th, we will need 220+ volunteers for our packing that day.  We will hold two shifts for 

our packing event, from 9-11:30 a.m. and from 1-3:30 p.m.  If you belong to an organization or club, that 

encourages community service hours, this event is the place for you!  Whether you are 6 or 90 or some-

where in between, there is a job for you!  If you would be willing to volunteer, please contact Dawn 

Buuck by email at zionfrdhm.pahunger@gmail.com or by telephone at 260-724-7952 by Saturday, March 

28th.   

http://www.lutherhaven.org
mailto:zionfrdhm.pahunger@gmail.com

