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Let each his lesson learn with care, and all the household well shall fare.  

As we continue our walk through the Table of Duties of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, we 

stay in the realm of the household to see the duties of Parents and Children. Last month we 

looked at the unique offices and relationship of husband and wife. One of the purposes of mar-

riage is the procreation of life as God wills it. Children are a gift from God and both children and 

parents are called to live in love for on another. In particular parents are given this instruction: 

 

Fathers, do not exasperate your children, instead, bring them up in the training and instruction 

of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4 

 

The passage cited for parents in the Table of Duties explicitly references fathers. This is not to 

exclude mothers, but it does highlight the spiritual responsibility of fathers as head of the house-

hold. What is that responsibility? We see it as two-fold. First, they are not to exasperate, or pro-

voke their children to wrath. What does this mean? It has everything to do with how we use the 

Law. Parents are not to oppressively use the Law with the result that children become embittered 

against both their parents and the Law of God. As sinful as children may be, they should never be 

told that they must earn God or their parent’s love or that they are hated by their parents for their 

failing. Instead they are to be brought up in the training and instruction of the Lord. That is, they 

are to be taught to live in repentance and faith in the Gospel. They are taught to confess their sins 

and receive absolution. They are taught to do good works. They are to be primarily instructed at 

home (with the Small Catechism!) and they are to be brought regularly to the Divine Service to 

hear God’s Word and receive His gifts. 

 

The instruction to children toward their parents is no different than what is taught and learned in 

the Fourth Commandment: 

 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” - which 

is the first commandment with a promise - “that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy 

long life on the earth.” 

 

Children are to obey their parents because God commands it. They are not to obey parents be-

cause the parents are perfect or have somehow earned the respect of the children. No, children 

obey parents because the children have faith in God’s grace in Christ and because of the office 

that God has given to them. This commandment is given a special promise “that it may go well 

with you.” Though it is not always the case it is pretty clear that where there is honor and obedi-

ence to authority (parents or otherwise) things tend to go well and where there is dishonor and 

disobedience things tend to go poorly. 

 

It is our faith in Christ Jesus that governs both the duties of parents and children. Where we have 

failed at this (both as parents and children) we are not called to come up with excuses but to re-

pent, confess our sins, and walk in the newness of life that Christ has won for us. All of this is by 

God’s grace which we pray for daily. There is a wonderful prayer in our hymnal (page 315) 

which confesses  and asks for just this: 

Rev. Samuel Wirgau 

 



Februar y 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 9a Divine  

10:15 ABC & SS 

11:15a Special 

Church Council 

Meeting 

3  

7p Handbell Choir 

Practice  

 

4 

 

5 10:15a Chapel 

1:30 p  Ladies Aid 

Meeting  

7p Adult Choir 

6 

 

7 8 

 

9 9a Divine Serv. 

10:15a ABC & SS 

11:15a Board of 

Elders Meeting 

6:30p LYF Bible 

Study 

10   

7p Handbell Choir 

Practice  

11 

 

12 

10:15a Chapel 

7p Adult Choir 

13 

 

 

14 

 

15 

16 9a Divine Serv. 

10:15a ABC &SS 

11:15a Church 

Council Meeting  

 
 

17 

7p Handbell Choir 

Practice  

 

18  

 

19 

10:15a Chapel 

7p Adult Choir 

 20 

6p Board of Ed 

Meeting  

7p  LWML  

     Meeting  

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 9a Divine Serv. 

10:15a ABC&SS 

4:00p Parent vs 

kids Basketball 

6:30p LYF Bible 

24  

7p Handbell Choir 

6:30p PTL  

Meeting 

25 

 

26 

10:15a Chapel 

7p Ash Wednes-

day Service  

8p Adult Choir 

27 28 29 

 

January 31, 2020 

BETHLEHEM FINANCIAL REPORT 

General Fund (Home Fund) Account to Pay Operating Bills    ($999.42) 

Savings Fund Balances 

     Accrued              Restricted     Account 

     Amount           Amount Borrowed                      Balance    

Improvement Fund   $54,116.60   ($15,821.00)                $38,295.60 

Scholarship Fund    $     675.00        ($         0.00)  $     675.00 

Music Fund    $  7,849.48    ($  4,500.00)  $  3,349.48  *$3,000 for Sound System 

   TOTALS $62,641.08   ($20,321.00)  $42,320.08 

 

Checkbook Balance               ($     999.42)            

Savings Account Balance                $42,320.08              

  Total Savings and Checking Balance            $41,320.66                                       

Borrowed Amounts                   

Restricted Savings Account  $20,321.00 

Operating Loan Amount  $  7,059.07 

TOTAL BORROWED  $27,380.07   

 

Bills due week of February 2—$11,500     

Bills due week of February 9—$3,500    

       



MEMBERS ARE REMINDED TO SIGN UP FOR FLOWERS TO BE PLACED ON THE ALTAR OR HYMN-

BOARD.  Simply use the 2020 flower chart posted on the bulletin board to sign up on the date you wish to have flow-

ers. Purchased flowers should be brought to church before the designated date to be sure they are placed properly.  
For help in placing the flowers, please contact Dalene Springer or Deaconess Wendy Boehm. Announcements con-
cerning the flowers should be given to the church office. Thank you 

LADIES AID  

The January 8, 2010 meeting of Ladies Aid and quarterly LWML meeting started by 

Delores Scheumann.  Wendy Boehm gave the mite box devotion.  Delores informed us 

of the January 16 meeting with our field worker, Matthew informing us about himself 

and his studies.   Beginning in February, several will be working on blankets to be given 

out to the needy. If you would like to help with this project come to the church fellow-

ship hall on 2/6/2020 at 9:00am.  Everyone is welcome.    

The Ladies Aid meeting was called to order by President Kathy Nahrwold. Pastor Wir-

gau gave devotions.  Roll call showed 12 members and 3 guests present. 

The secretary’s and treasurer’s reports were read and approved. 

The social secretary gave her report of all cards sent to people of our church.  Birthday 

and anniversaries dates of Ladies Aid members for the month were read and birthday 

and anniversary wishes were sung to members. 

Old business reviewed was the November 18 soup and pie sale. The Ladies Aid Christ-

mas luncheon on December 1 and December 2 children’s luncheon were discussed and 

all went well this year.    Ladies Aid fruit baskets and gifts were given out on December 

9 to Bethlehem members. A thank you was given to everyone that helped with all pro-

jects. 

New business discussed was the Bethesda house. It is being tabled again until our next 

meeting.  The next soup and bake sale will be January 19 following church. . 

Marilyn Franke’s 80 birthday party was announced and we will see final plans in the 

church bulletin.  We also will be having a baby shower for Wendy and Josh Boehm on a 

Sunday after Bible class.  

2020 program schedules were passed out. Joellen Meyer will be looking for volunteers 

to work on the vendor agreement rules for the Holiday Bazaar. Anyone wanting to assist 

her with this work contact her.   

We currently have a Cradle Roll banner in the nursery that has not been continued for 

several months.  A motion to stop the baby Cradle Roll in the nursery was made, sec-

onded and passed.   It will be discussed with the group that creates banners for the 

church. 

There was no Ladies Aid meeting in December 2019 so no minutes are available for that 

month. 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer and common table prayer.   

The next Ladies Aid meeting will be February 5, 2020 at 1:30 in the fellowship hall. 

 

Joellen Meyer, Ladies Aid Secretary 



February 2020 
February 2, 2020 – The Purifica-
tion of Mary and The Presenta-
tion of Our Lord 
Psalm 84; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 
2:22-32 
“Cleansed and Claimed” - Sermon 
Text: Isaiah 52:7-10 - Rev. Dr. Tho-
mas Ahlersmeyer 

 
What does it mean to be a Christian? What rests at the heart 
of a Christian’s reality and experience? God answers these 
questions and more when Joseph, Mary, and the baby Jesus 
come to Jerusalem’s temple 40 days after His Christmas 
birth. 
 
February 9, 2020 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany  
Psalm 112:1-9; Isaiah 58:6-9; Matthew 5:14-16 
“Lights, Shine!” - Sermon Text: Matthew 5:14-16 - Rev. Dr. 
Walter Maier III  
 
You, who are joined to Christ in faith, have light and are 
light. Jesus says to you, “Shine!” Great! But what does all of 
this mean? 
 
February 16, 2020 – Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Psalm 119:1-8; Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Matthew 5:21-37 
“He Is Your Life” - Sermon Text: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 - 
Rev. Thomas Eggold 
 
Like the children of Israel, we are facing a future that is full 
of transition. For some of you, these transitions will be try-
ing and traumatic, and for all of us, the reality of change 
brings with it the temptation to walk our own way. But the 
story of God’s action in our lives sustains us, and the Spirit of 
God strengthens us, and in the midst of life’s transitions, and 
in the face of our fear and weakness, God is always there to 
meet our sinful disobedience with forgiveness and life and 
salvation. 
 
February 23, 2020 – The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Psalm 2:6-12; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 
“God and Man” - Sermon Text: Matthew 17:2 - Rev. Shayne 
Jonker 
 
“Jesus was transfigured before them, and His face shone like 
the sun, and His clothes became white as light.” Peter, 
James, and John saw that: Jesus, the Son of Man, in the glory 
of His kingdom. God of God, Light of Light. It’s Transfigura-
tion Sunday, the last of the Epiphany Sundays, the big epiph-
any where we hear of Jesus shining like the sun in the pres-
ence of Moses and Elijah. It’s here that we find there’s much 
more to Jesus than meets the eye. 

01 Joyce Schaper 

03 Jennifer Lukins 

04 Denise Schumm 

05 David Brege 

06 Joshua Boehm 

08 Keith Krick 

09 Pat Meyer 

10 Ralph Bauermeister 

11 Cynthia Nahrwold 

 Deb Patrick 

 Dean Stoppenhagen 

12 Michael Bultemeier 

13 Linda Bultemeier 

 Jason Glisson 

 Judy Moehring 

 Melissa Tolson  

 Bruce Werling 

14 Rick Meyer 

 Katy Nine 

15 Victoria Graft 

 Megan Morrow 

 Leon Werling 

16 Christine Biggs 

 Nick Fuller 

18 Judy Clausen 

19 Milton Gallmeyer 

20 Martha Bauermeister 

 Mason Werling 

22 Charlotte Bultemeier 

24 Hildegarde Bauermeister 

 Scott Graft 

25 Stephanie Conrad 

 Jonathon Fuhrmann 

26 Emily Sands 

 Leah Werling 

27 Wellesley Brege 

 Rick Krumma 

28 Rylee Werling 

29 Kelly Fiechter 

 



The Endowment Committee thanks the Lord and the congregation for their generous gifts to the Endowment Fund.   

Here is the monthly report for the Bethlehem Lutheran School Endowment Fund by the Lutheran Foundation.  The fol-

lowing information is accurate as of December 31, 2019: 

$163,527.82 - Amount Bethlehem sent in since 2009 

  150,983.00 - Amount the Lutheran Foundation matched 

  136,358.86 - Amount generated since 2009 

   -66,500.00 - Amount disbursed to Bethlehem since 2009 

$384,369.68 - Value of the Endowment Fund as of  December 31, 2019 

 

Did you know? 

 The Endowment Fund has distributed $66,500 to the congregation so far    

 Plans to distribute $19,000 in 2020 

 Amount to be matched by Lutheran Foundation in 2020 = $14,400 

 Bethlehem is the only congregation to meet the LF match every years since inception 

 We’ve put in $163,000 since 2009 

 It’s grown by another $142,000 

 Amount collected so far for 2020=$1,242.00 

 Amount needed for match by May 1, 2020 = $13,158.00 

This is a great way to turn $1 into $2 or more dollars.  Let’s keep up the tradition of meeting the match!   

Please consider a gift to the Endowment Fund!  Thank you  

Happy Anniversary! Elder Routes 

Neil Stoppenhagen  A-B 

Glen Werling  C-F 

Mike Meyer   G-K 

Bruce Meyer  L-P 

Lloyd Meyer  Q-S 

Dave Flesch   T-Z 

Enjoy the convenience of Electronic Giving! 

Please consider setting up a recurring giving plan.  Automating your financial commitments means your contribu-
tions will be received on a steady, uninterrupted basis.   
If you wish to make a single online donation or set up recurring donations, you may do so on our website, 
www.bethlehemossian.org through our third-party provider-Vanco Payment Solutions. Online giving may be done as 
a credit card payment or ACH bank transfer. Please note, the church will incur a $0.45 processing fee on each online 
transaction. Credit card transactions will be charged at least 2.75% fee.  For ACH bank transfers, there is a fee of 1% 
of each dollar charged.  This may affect how you wish to direct your online donations. You may also elect to increase 
your gift to cover the cost of the transaction fees. 

Feb. 3  Dave and Ronda Flesch  (36) 

Feb. 11  Doyle and Laura Werling (58) 

Feb. 12  Tom and Colleen Patrick (48) 

Feb. 14 Randy and LeeAnn Steele (24) 

Feb. 21  Ryan and Kari Baker (11) 

Feb. 25 Charles and Melissa Tolson (25) 

The Lutheran Foundation (TLF) is offering $1,000 scholarships on a first come, first served basis to the four-

week Lutheran Summer Music Academy and Festival (LSM) to be held at Valparaiso University June 28-July 

26.  High school students who are members of TLF partner congregations must be accepted by May 1 to 

qualify.  While the actual per-student cost of LSM is about $6,000, gifts from hundreds of donors reduce tuition 

to $2,495. The TLF scholarship, matched 50% by LSM, reduces the tuition to $995. This fee is all-inclusive, 

covering musical instruction, room and board, and all recreational activities.  A two-week option (June 28-July 

12) is available for the same tuition.  For more information visit www.lsmacademy.org or call 612-879-9555.  

http://www.bethlehemossian.org
http://www.lsmacdemy.org/

