
1 John 2:24-29 (ESV modified) 

24 Let what you heard1 from the beginning2 abide3 in you.  
 

If what you heard from the beginning abides in you,  
then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father.  
 

25 And this is the promise  
that he made to us— 

eternal life.4  

 

26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you.5  

 

27 But the anointing6  
that you received from him  

abides in you,  
and you have no need that anyone should teach you.7  
But  as his anointing teaches you about everything,  

and is true,  
and is no lie— 

just as it has taught you,  
abide in him.  
 

  

 
1 Hearkens back to 1 John 1:1, 3, 5 and 1 John 2:7, 18– what “we” (John and the other apostles/eyewitnesses) 

have heard has now been passed down to these people and so John urges them to cling to what they heard. The 
testimony has not changed nor should it. 

2 This phrase has popped up before in the epistle and he uses it frequently: 1 John 1:1; 2:7, 13-14, 24; 3:8, 11. 
3 Another strong word in this epistle. Jesus talked about abiding in him in John 15. Here the contrast is also 

between abiding in Christ and him in you and those who have walked away from the faith/community through 
their false beliefs. 

4 John 5:24, 6:40, 10:28, 17:3. 
5 This is about as clear a statement as John can give to tell us why he’s writing. It’s not merely a letter to 

remind people about the Truth, it’s also a defense and a warning against an active threat in the midst of the people 
coming from others who are trying to deceive them and lure them away from the Truth they should know. 

6 First mentioned in 1 John 2:20. The word in Greek is “chrisma” and is in the same word family as Christ (the 
Anointed one). It draws them back to their baptism and the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who lead and 
guides them in the Truth of Jesus’ words (see John 14:16, 26; 15:26-27; 16:7ff.) 

7 As the next verse clarifies, this does not mean that they automatically know everything or have no need to 
be students of God’s Word. It rather seems to speak to the specific situation, that others are coming in trying to 
“teach” the Christians about some apparent lack or deficit in their understanding of God, but this new teaching 
isn’t from God, it’s from Satan and is a false teaching. Therefore they should reject such teaching and those who 
teach it and instead hold onto what they have heard from the beginning. 



1 John 2:24-29 (ESV modified) 

28 And now, little children8, abide in him,  
so that when he appears we may have confidence9  

and not shrink from him in shame10 at his coming11.  
 

29 If you know that he is righteous,  
you may be sure  

that everyone who practices righteousness12 has been born of him13. 
 

 
8 Same word in Greek as in 1 John 2:1, 12; 3:18, 4:4; 5:21. 
9 Jesus’ return for Christians is a distinct matter of hope and confidence! See 1 John 4:17, Rom. 9:33 
10 Jesus talks about how when He returns He will be ashamed of all those who are ashamed of Him in this 

world in Mark 8:38. 
11 There’s a slight play on words here in Greek that doesn’t make it into English. The words for “confidence” 

and “coming” are very similar in Greek. 
12 Think here the fruit of the Spirit (e.g. Gal. 5:22-23), the result of being connected to Christ. The Epistle of 

James really hits home this point – that those who are of Christ will live out Christ’s righteousness, or in James’ 
language “faith without works is dead.” 

13 While there are times when Scripture talks about Christians as being adopted into God’s family (Rom. 8:15, 
Gal. 4:5, Eph. 1:5), Scripture can also speak of us being born into God’s family (e.g. 1 John 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4, 18; 1 
Peter 1:3, 23; 2:12; John 1:13; 3:3-8). Since both ways of speaking are true, why do you think Scripture uses both 
images to talk about our relationship to God? 


