
1 John 2:18-23 (ESV modified) 

18 Children, it is the last hour,1  
and as you have heard  

that antichrist2 is coming,  
so now many antichrists have come.  

Therefore we know that it is the last hour.  
 

19 They went out from us,  
but they were not of us;  

for if they had been of us,  
they would have continued with us.  

But they went out,  
that it might become plain  

that they all are not of us.  
 

20 But you3 have been anointed4 by the Holy One,  
and you all have knowledge.  
 

21 I write to you,  
not because you do not know the truth,  
but because you know it,5  
and because no lie is of the truth. 
  

 
1 In the previous verse, John talked about how the world is passing away with its desires. But for Christians this 

isn’t bad news, while the world is passing away, a new world has already broken in. The last hour is the final time 
before this broken world is no more. Jesus’ incarnation, death, resurrection, and the giving of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost firmly mark our current days as “the last days” (Acts 2:17, Heb 1:2). One thing more we wait for: the 
return of Jesus for the resurrection, the final judgment, and the new heavens and the new earth (Acts 1:11; Matt. 
16:27; Rev. 1:7, 21:1). Nevertheless, Scripture does also talk about a period before Jesus’ return that will in a sense 
be the boiling point of sin (2 Tim. 3:1, 2 Pet. 3:3, Mark 13). While we do not know when Jesus will return, He 
commends us to be prepared always (Mark 13:35, Matt. 24:42)! 

2The word “antichrist” has taken on a major role in theology of the end times, though the word is only used 
here in John’s epistles (1 John 2:18, 22, 4:3; and 2 John 7). So it’s important to understand what John is speaking of 
here. In the New Testament, antichrist is not merely someone who opposes Jesus, but rather someone who puts 
him or herself in the place of Jesus, a replacement or a counterfeit Jesus. Jesus in the Gospels already had warned 
the disciples about this when He talked about false Christs and false prophets (Mark 13:22). Other places that we 
generally connect with the antichrist are 2 Thess. 2:12 and Rev. 12-14, though neither of those passages 
specifically use the word “antichrist.” 

3 There is a strong contrast here between the “they” who went out from “us.” John firmly puts his readers on 
his side, “you” are not part of the antichrist, but instead “you” are part of Christ. This reassurance helps them to 
know they are not the target of John’s polemic. 

4 There’s a slight play on words that doesn’t come across in English. Messiah (Hebrew) or Christ (Greek) means 
“the anointed one.” Being called Christians, we too share in that title and its blessings. We are anointed not with 
oil (which was how anointings happened in the Old Testament), but with water and the Holy Spirit in our Baptism 
(e.g. 2 Cor. 1:21-22). 

5 Yet again, John is distinguishing his audience from these others. The ones to whom he writes are fellow 
brothers and sisters in faith. He speaks to them as his dear children. They are in Christ because they have been 
baptized, they believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. God has made them and marked them as His children. 
Therefore, John is simply trying to reinforce and assure them of their standing. 



1 John 2:18-23 (ESV modified) 

22 Who is the liar  
but he who denies  

that Jesus is the Christ?  
This is the antichrist,  

he who denies the Father and the Son.  
 

23 No one who denies the Son has the Father.  
Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.  
 

 

 


