
1 John 2:12-17 (ESV modified) 

12 I am writing to you, little children,1  
because your sins are forgiven for His name's sake.  

13 I am writing to you, fathers,  
because you know him who is from the beginning.2  

I am writing to you, young men,  
because you have overcome3 the evil one4.  

I write to you, children,  
because you know the Father.  

14 I write to you, fathers,  
because you know Him who is from the beginning.  

I write to you, young men,  
because you are strong,  
and the word of God abides in you, 
and you have overcome the evil one.  

 

15 Do not love the world5 or the things in the world6.  
If anyone loves the world,  

the love of the Father is not in him.  
 

16 For all that is in the world 
-- the desires of the flesh7 
and the desires of the eyes8 
and pride of life9— 

 
1 1 Peter 2:2; 1 Cor. 3:1, 14:20; Eph. 4:13; Heb. 5:12-14. 
2 1 John 3:8, see John 8:44, which is more like 1 John 1:1). “From the beginning” can also mean something like 

“from the time you first believed or heard the Word,” similar to 1 John 2:13-14. See John 15:27, 16:4, 1 Tim. 3:14-
15. 

3 Jesus the one who has overcome the world (John 16:33, Rev. 5:5). Several times in Revelation there are 
references to our identity as believers in Christ as “the one who overcomes” (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26, etc.). 

4 Referring to Satan (see John 17:15, and in this letter 1 John 2:14, 3:12, 5:18-19). 
5 One has to be careful with understanding John. He can use words that have different senses to them. Only 

context will tell you what sense is meant. For instance, here does “the world” mean 1) the universe, 2) the earth, 
3) the whole human race, 4) the ungodly who are alienated from God, or 5) everything worldly which is opposed to 
the cause of Christ? How does this use of “the world” compare with John 3:16? Think also about Jesus’ 
conversation with Pilate in John 18:33-37. 

6 See John 15:18-19 and James 4:4. 
7 James 1:13-15, 2 Peter 1:4, 2:Peter 2:10. 
8 See Gen 3:6. As a description of our own sinful condition see Judges 17:6. 
9 Again, these three things might sound identical, but there is a slight development in the thought. It moves 

from mere craving, to lust, to boasting in one’s ways. This is the sinful pride that resists God’s Word and denies a 
need for repentance. 



1 John 2:12-17 (ESV modified) 

is not from the Father but is from the world.  
17 And the world is passing away10 along with its desires,11  

but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

 
10 1 John 2:8. Also 1 Cor. 7:31. 
11 Luke 12:13-34. 


