
1 John 2:3-11 (ESV modified) 

3 And by this we know  
that we have come to know him,1  

if we keep2 his commandments.3  

4 Whoever says "I know him"  
but does not keep his commandments 

is a liar,  
and the truth is not in him,  

 

5 but whoever keeps his word,4  
in him truly the love of God is perfected.  

 
By this we may know that we are in him:  

6 whoever says he abides in him5 ought to walk 
in the same way in which he walked.6  

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment7, 
but an old commandment8 

that you had from the beginning9.  
 

1 In the Bible, “to know” someone is deep, personal knowledge. In talking about God, it’s similar to having 
faith in Him. You acknowledge Him, recognize His claims, trust Him, and respond to Him in the way that He has 
called us to. A major theme of the Book of Exodus was “knowing” God. God wanted His people to truly know Him 
and though Pharaoh rejected God’s Word, God wanted him to know Him (e.g. Exo. 9:14). Jesus equates eternal life 
with knowing God and acknowledging Jesus as His son (John 17:3). 

2 The word in Greek is usually translated either “keep” or “obey.” I like thinking of it along the lines of 
“embracing,” or “treasuring.” We preserve and protect God’s Word by drawing it close to us and because of that, it 
influences how we respond to it. 

3 Exo. 15:26, 20:6-7; John 14:15, 15:10; Matt. 28:20. 
4 Notice the parallel thought with this verse and verses 3-4. His Word is parallel with “His commandments.” 

This is a reminder that commandment is not merely a Law-based word, a list of to-dos that Jesus gave us. In the 
Old Testament, what we call the Ten Commandments are literally in Hebrew called the Ten Words (Exo. 34:28, this 
is where the Latin word Decalogue comes from). Words can mean commandments and commandments can mean 
words, but here it’s the totality of God’s Word both Law and Gospel that are referred to. John is trying hard to 
show that by dividing God’s Word, by only focusing on part of what God says and ignoring other parts, you end up 
losing all of God’s Word. 

5 Abiding in Jesus is a big theme in John’s Gospel, see John 6:56; 8:31; 15:1-16. In the Epistle, John is going to 
use this word again and again. Abiding in Jesus is parallel here to being in Him, walking in Him, and knowing Him. 
Abiding in Him is another way of talking about the fellowship (togetherness, unity, union) that we have with Him 
and then also with all believers. 

6 To be a disciple of Jesus is to follow Him, to walk in His footsteps. But He is not merely our model or example, 
He is the one who guides and strengthens us to do what we could not do on our own and to forgive us when we 
fail. 

7 John 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you…” 
8 Lev. 19:18, Matt. 19:19, 22:39; Luke 10:27; Mark 12:31; Rom. 13:9; Gal. 6:14; James 2:8. 
9 Remember John began this talking about “that which was from the beginning.” Here John refers to the 

beginning of their faith, from the first time they heard about Jesus and believed in Him (1 John 3:11). John stresses 
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The old commandment is the word10 that you have heard. 
8 At the same time, it is a new commandment 

 that I am writing to you,  
which is true in him and in you, 

because the darkness is passing away 
and the true light is already shining.  

 

9 Whoever says he is in the light 
and hates his brother11 

is still in darkness.  
10 Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, 

and in him there is no cause for stumbling.  
11 But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness 

and walks in the darkness, 
and does not know where he is going, 

because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  

 
the continuity and changelessness of his message to them. He has been consistent in the Word that he delivered 
to them and so they must remain faithful to that proclaimed Word. 

10 Remember for John, the whole message of Jesus is “the word.” Jesus is the Word who was with God from 
the beginning (John 1:1ff.) and the very Word of Life (1 John 1:1). 

11 Brotherly conflict is certainly not a new storyline in the Bible. It starts with Cain and Abel, but think also of 
Jacob and Esau or Joseph and his brothers. Jesus warns of brotherly conflict too in Matt. 5:22-24 


