
1 John 1:1-4 (ESV modified) 

1 That which was from the beginning1,  
which we2 have heard,  
which we have seen with our eyes3,  
which we looked upon and have touched4 with our hands5,  

concerning the word of life6— 

2 the life was made manifest,  
and we have seen it,  
and testify7 to it  
and proclaim8 to you the eternal life9,  

which was with the Father  
and was made manifest to us— 

3 that which we have seen and heard  
we proclaim also to you,   

so that you too may have fellowship10 with us;11  
and indeed our fellowship is  with the Father  

and with his Son Jesus Christ.  
4 And we are writing these things 

so that our joy may be complete12. 

 
1 Gen. 1:1, John 1:1ff., Rev. 3:14. 
2 Who is the “we”? 
3 See John 1:14. A physical, real seeing with one’s eyes. Not a dream, not a vision. 
4 The same word in Greek is used in Luke 24:39 where Jesus invites His disciples to verify that He is flesh and 

blood after His resurrection. 
5 John 20:25ff. He speaks very strongly and identifies himself as an eyewitness of Jesus.  Why is this important 

to know? But what about the recipients of this writing who aren’t eyewitnesses. What is their faith based on? (See 
John 20:28-31). What role do the human senses have in faith vs. the Holy Spirit? (cf. John 2:22; 12:16; 14:16, 26; 
15:26; 16:7, 13-15; 20:22; 1 Cor. 2:14; 12:3) 

6 While he talks about the Word of Life, what is it that he means? Is he talking about a person, namely Jesus? 
Is he talking about an actual word or a message? Is he talking about both? What effect does this ambiguity have? 
Why do you think he’s doing this? See Phil. 2:16, John 6:68. The Word which proclaims life gives life. It both gives 
and is what it gives. 

7 To testify is to say truthfully what one has seen or experienced. It is the task of the first apostles (see Luke 
24:48 and Acts 1:8) 

8 Not merely to speak, but to proclaim. The word is more official. It speaks of the disciples commission from 
Jesus to speak on His behalf. They speak with His authority and His word in their mouths has the same power as if 
it comes from Him because it’s His Word (Matt. 28:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23; 15:3; John 20:22-23). 

9 What is eternal life? When does it begin? See e.g. John 6:40-68; Rom. 6:23) 
10 The Greek word translated fellowship is koinonia. It means participation or sharing in. It’s not an 

individualist or isolationist word, but a communal and community word. 
11 It is somewhat striking to our ears that the overall goal of his writing is not for salvation or for the 

forgiveness of sins. What might be going on here? (See John 17:3, 21-22). 
12 How is such joy completed? When does this happen? (See John 3:29; 15:11; 16:24; 17:13; 2 John 12) 


