
Ephesians 5:3-14 (ESV modified) 

//// 3  But sexual immorality1 and all impurity2  
or covetousness3  

must not even be named among you,4  
as is proper among saints.5  

4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking,6  
which are out of place,  

but instead let there be thanksgiving.7  

 

5 For8 you may be sure of this,  
that everyone   who is sexually immoral  

or impure,  
or who is covetous (that is, an idolater9),  

has no inheritance10 in the kingdom of Christ and God.  
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words11,  

 
1 The word implies all sexual relations other than those permitted by God, i.e. the sexual union of a husband and wife. For instance it is used of 

heterosexual intercourse (= adultery) in Matt. 5:32, sexual intercourse between a son and (step-?) mother in 1 Cor. 5:1 and prostitution (1 Cor. 6:18, see 
context). 

2 Or “uncleanness,” it’s that Temple clean-unclean vocabulary again. It contrasts with holiness as is given us at our Baptism (1 Cor. 6:11) 
3 Covetousness is a proper definition, but is perhaps too broad for the context. Coveting covers a multitude of sins, whereas translating this as “lust” seems 

more appropriate to the context of sexual sin. The prohibition against lust again reminds us that it’s not just an outward act that is being forbidden, but even 
the thoughts and inclinations toward sin (Matt 5:28). 

4 Probably cf. Eph. 5:11-14, 19-20. 
5 “Saints” are “holy ones.” In other words, the language itself tells you that there is an inherent conflict between being holy and unclean. Why or how are 

these sins opposed to being imitators of God and walking in love? 
6 Cf. Eph. 4:29. 
7 Does Paul follow his own model or what? Cf. Eph. 1:16. He also follows this up in Eph. 5:20. 
8 Answers: Why is it believers should walk in love and not do the things or be the people mentioned in vv. 3-4? 
9 Why is coveting considered idolatry? Cf. Rom. 1:23-25. Another reason idolatry is highlighted here is because worship of pagan gods (and in Ephesus it 

was predominantly the worship of Artemis (her temple there was considered one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World)) often was connected with ritual 
prostitution. 

10 Cf. Eph. 1:11, 14, 18. How then can we be saved? Do we find our own holiness? For whom is the kingdom of Christ and God? Eph. 1:7, 14. 
11 Cf. Eph. 4:14. Perhaps someone was teaching that because the people were saints, they would receive no judgment for evil deeds. 



Ephesians 5:3-14 (ESV modified) 

for because of these things the wrath of God12 comes upon the sons of disobedience13.  
 

7 Therefore do not become partners with them;14  

8 for at one time you were darkness15,  
but now you are light in the Lord.16  

Walk as children of light17  

9 (for the fruit of light18 is found in all that is good and right and true),  
10 and try to discern what is pleasing19 to the Lord.20  

 

11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,  
      ///// but instead expose them.  

12 For it is shameful even to speak of21 the things that they do in secret.22  

 

13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible23,  

 
12 In other words, if one lacks the inheritance, what one is getting is the wrath of God. Not cool! 
13 For these images, see Eph. 2:2-3. Ultimately the opposite of disobedience is not obedience, but faith (cf. Rom. 11:30). Perhaps talk about the present 

and future wrath of God, like the present (Eph. 5:5) and future kingdom (Eph. 1:14). 
14 This verse doesn’t mean that we should not associate with unbelievers (cf. 1 Cor 5:9-10), but then what does it mean? Why shouldn’t Christians be 

partners with these “sons of disobedience?” 
15 What is this darkness? Cf. Eph. 4:18, 6:12. Also note, it doesn’t say that the Ephesian Christians at one time were in darkness, but that they were 

darkness. What might the difference between those two ideas be? 
16 Just as above, note that we are not just in the light, but we are light in the Lord (this last phrase is important!). Cf. Matt. 5:14. 
17 Walking includes the entire way of life, not just morality or outward behavior. Again the transformation of faith connects with the imagery of 

“enlightenment” (Eph. 1:18) used earlier. We are light because Jesus is light. He is in us through His Word and Sacraments. Therefore, we are Christlike and led 
by His Word. The Gospel of John and 1 John pick up the theme of light/darkness all over. 

18 Though not a strong theme here, Paul elsewhere talks about the fruit of the Spirit (e.g. Gal. 5:19-23 and, of course, cf. John 15). For there to be fruit, 
there must be life, nutrients, and growth. These are all gifts from God because of our connection to Christ. 

19 The mention of “what is pleasing to the Lord” hints at sacrificial language. Not all sacrifices are pleasing to the Lord. The phrase “pleasing aroma” is used 
frequently in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers. Ultimately what pleases God is not our works, but a repentant and faithful heart (Psa. 51:17). Elsewhere Paul 
talks about how our whole lives are lived before God and we are living sacrifices (Rom. 12:1-2). 

20 How does one discern what is pleasing to the Lord? Cf. Eph. 5:17. 
21 Again, notice the distance Paul creates between Christians and non-Christians. The things that these unbelieving Gentiles do are such that we shouldn’t 

even speak of them. Participating in them then is unconscionable! 
22 John 3:20. 
23 In this section there is a movement from exposing evil deeds to convicting their doers to converting them to light. 



Ephesians 5:3-14 (ESV modified) 

14 for anything that becomes visible is light.24  
Therefore it says,  

"Awake, O sleeper,  
and arise from the dead,  
and Christ will shine on you."25  

 

 
24 Mark 4:22. 
25 It’s unclear what Paul is quoting here. It has some resemblance to Isa. 60:1. It could be a poem/hymn known in the early church, which connects with 

salvation/Baptism (e.g. Rom. 6:1-11, Col. 2:11-13). 


