
Jerusalem Temple // Dividing Wall of Hostility 
Ephesians 2:14 

 
 

  The “soreg” is the inscription that warned Gentiles not to 
enter the Temple. One such inscription was discovered in 
1871. It read: No stranger is to enter within the balustrade 
round the temple and enclosure. Whoever is caught will be 
himself responsible for his ensuing death. 



Jerusalem Temple // Dividing Wall of Hostility 
Ephesians 2:14 

The barrier, the dividing wall of hostility (2:14). Gentiles were allowed to enter the 
temple enclosure in Jerusalem. This large paved area surrounding the temple and its 
inner courts was itself enclosed by a double colonnade of pillars standing thirty-seven 
feet high. The perimeter of this area measured nearly three-quarters of a mile. This outer 
court was also called the Court of the Gentiles. Gentiles were not allowed access to the 
inner courts or the temple. A four and a half foot high barrier surrounding the inner 
courts served as a dividing wall. 
 
  
WARNING INSCRIPTION 
A first-century inscription from the balustrade around the Jerusalem temple warning 
Gentiles not to enter on the pain of death. 
 
 The Jewish historian Josephus informs us that thirteen stone slabs written in 
Greek and Latin stood at intervals on the barrier, warning Gentiles not to enter. 
Archaeologists have discovered two of these tablets. The inscription reads: “No 
foreigner is to enter within the forecourt and the balustrade around the sanctuary. 
Whoever is caught will have himself to blame for his subsequent death.” The fact of this 
barrier recently impressed itself upon Paul’s mind because he was falsely accused in 
Jerusalem for taking a Gentile, Trophimus, into the temple (Acts 21:28-29). This was the 
reason for his initial imprisonment in Jerusalem and then Caesarea. 
 Paul’s language in this verse appears to make allusion to this barrier—a symbol 
of the alienation of Gentiles from the Jewish people, from citizenship in Israel, from the 
promises of the covenants, and, more important, from access to the one true God. Paul 
declares that the barriers separating Gentiles from God and from Jews have now been 
destroyed. The physical balustrade at the temple still stood (until the temple was 
destroyed in A.D. 70), but there is no longer any fence prohibiting direct access to God.1 

 
1Clinton E. Arnold, “Ephesians,” in Romans to Philemon, vol. 3 of ZIBBCNT-5, ed. Clinton E. Arnold; Accordance electronic ed. 
5 vols.; (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002), 316-317. 


