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Ultimately that plan to bring heaven and earth together again would be Jesus (God who takes 

on human flesh to save us), but in the Old Testament, God provided animal sacrifices as a 

means to atone for sinfulness. It was as if human sinfulness was placed on the animals 

sacrificed and their death and the shedding of their blood took the place of the penalty that 

humans owed for their sinfulness. These animal sacrifices thus created a “safe” or “holy” place 

where even here on earth, heaven and earth were once again united and God’s dwelling would 

once again be on earth with His people. 

In the Old Testament, God provided the real estate for these earthly dwellings to take place. 

First, it was through the Tabernacle, which was built on the pattern of the heavenly Tabernacle 

(Exodus 25:8-9, 40;  Hebrews 8:5), and then through the Temple in Jerusalem that Solomon 

built. 

In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ incarnation is likened to a new kind of tabernacle (John 1:14) and Jesus 

refers to His own person as a temple (John 2:19-21). But more than just the place where God 

dwells on earth, John the Baptizer also calls Jesus the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world (John 1:29, 1 Cor. 5:7). 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

Although God ruled over everything, He created spiritual beings 

(we refer to them generally as angels (usually good) and 

demons (bad)) to inhabit the heavenly space that He ruled (“the 

hosts of heaven” in Gen. 2:1), but on earth He created humans 

in His image to rule over His creation (Genesis 1:26-30).  

At some point in time after their creation, some of the spiritual 

beings rebelled against God and one of them tempted Adam and 

Eve to disobey God’s command, creating a fracture between 

heaven and earth. No longer would God dwell peacefully with 

Adam and Eve. Instead God’s holiness was a detriment to their 

own sinfulness (Genesis 3). However, by an act of God’s sheer 

grace, He had a plan that would bring heaven and earth together 

again. Think, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 

6:10). 
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At the cross, although Jesus died, He was the one who 

dealt Satan the definitive blow (Gen. 3:15). His victory 

was made manifest by His resurrection. But even beyond 

being made alive again, He ultimately ascended to the 

right hand of God the Father in the heavenly places and 

was given all authority over the heavens and the earth 

(Eph. 1:19-21). But the incredibly Good News is that we 

too who are in Christ share in Jesus’ exaltation and 

victory (Eph. 2:5-6)! 

After His ascension, Jesus’ own disciples are the Body of 

Christ to bring God’s kingdom into this world (see Eph. 

2:19-22, 1 Peter 2:4-5) 

 

Ultimately, the salvation of Jesus, the hope of all 

creation, is not merely to save our souls, but to renew 

all things, restore creation, and free creation from the 

bondage of death and decay (Matt. 19:28, Acts 3:21, 

Romans 8:21). New humanity and new creation will 

ultimately be joined together with Jesus’ return and 

the heavenly presence of God fully rejoined and 

integrated into earth (Rev. 21-22). 


