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Leaders’ Guide for Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021
First Sunday in Lent
Again & Again, God Meets Us
Worship Leaders
Assisting Minister – Mike Bagby
Poem Reader – Karen Boyles
Director of Worship and Music--Ruth Ann Poppen
Musicians: Nichole Nordschow, and Cynara Pierzina
AV – Braedon Larsen, Ben Huffman, Sydney Huffman, and Rob
Huffman, and Arlo Ayares
Sound – Jim Bradshaw
Online Greeter— Jody McKesson
In-Person Greeter – Karen Boyles
Usher – Karla Malpica
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING
POETRY PRAYER
God never begins letters with the words, “I hope this finds you
well,” For those words imply distance. Instead, God begins
God’s letters to you with the words, “Remember when?”
Beloved child, Remember when we dipped our toes into the
water? Remember when we dove right in? Remember when the
ice cream dripped down our hands And the cicadas sang their
song, And the seasons changed, And the days were long?
Remember when we fell in love and the world was new?
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Remember when our heart was broken? Remember the tears?
Remember the long nights? Remember when we laughed again
and the sound surprised us? Remember when we marched in the
street? Remember when we cast our vote? Remember when we
believed in hope? Remember when? I do. That’s what God’s
letters say. So on this day, and every day to come, Remember:
God is meeting you. If you look back, you might remember
when.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Again and again, God meets us where we are. God’s love knows
no bounds, which is hard for us to understand and easy for us to
forget. Therefore, in confession we remember together that we
are not alone. And in a unified voice, we once again ask for
God’s grace in that holy reminder. Let us confess our sinfulness
together.
God who meets us where we are— There is nowhere we can go
where you are not.
You were with Jesus at his baptism. You were with him in
the wilderness, And even in between, you were there, Saying
aloud, “This is my beloved.”
We know that you are with us too— In the good, the bad, and
everything in between— But so often we act like we are alone.
Instead of coming to you with our hurt, we hold it in or cast
it onto others. Instead of coming to you with our joy, we
credit ourselves and offer you nothing.
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How can we long for a deeper relationship with you while living
like you are nowhere to be found?
Forgive our self-centered ways. Remind us that in every
breath, in every step, you are there.
You are the God who meets us where we are.
Before and behind, above and below, within and around.
Amen.
Family of faith, if you hear nothing else today, hear this: God is
here. God sees you. God knows you. God meets you at the edge
of every new beginning, And God calls you beloved.
We are washed by the water. We are called beloved. Thanks
be to God for a love like that.

GATHERING SONG: ELW 707 LORD OF GLORY
(ORGAN & SOLOIST)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
AGAIN AND AGAIN LITANY
God meets us in the night—
Before the sun rises, Before the wound heals, Before there
are answers, Before there is closure.
God meets us in the light—
Where joy is effervescent, Where laughter is contagious,
Where flowers bloom from cracks in the sidewalk, And
where people gather around the table.
God meets us at the threshold—
At the edge of the water, At the beginning of the wilderness,
At the start of something new, On the edge of faith.
And if God meets us in all those places, Then surely God meets
us in between—
Staying with us through the wilderness.
We are not alone. God is all around.
Let us worship the God of the here and now.

KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, If I am honest, faith often feels like water in my
hands. No matter how hard I try to hold onto it, some of it
always slips through— Like droplets of truth running down my
wrists, back toward my heart. This human inability to hold onto
you leaves me thirsty for more. So as we prepare to read
scripture, I pray that once again, you would meet us here. Meet
us in our hope and our heartache. Meet us in our fear and our
joy, Meet us in our cupped hands and clenched fists. And even if
the water keeps running, And we do not have a sky-parting
moment of clarity, Or a tangible sense that you are near; Even if
we do not hear the words, “This is my beloved,” Ringing in our
ears, We will trust that you are near, Always and forever
meeting us here, Running toward our hearts. Gratefully we pray,
Amen.
WORD
PSALM 25 - all sing refrain; soloist sings verses
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FIRST READING: 1 PETER 3: 18-22
A reading from I Peter
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is,
eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from
the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
made subject to him.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: MARK 1: 9-15
The holy gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up
out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.” 12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the
wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by
Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on
him. 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee,
proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and
believe in the good news.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Anthem: A Lenten Walk—arr. Hopson
Nichole Nordschow, soloist; Cynara Pierzina, flute
SERMON – Pastor Paul Cannon

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 326—BLESS NOW, O GOD,
THE JOURNEY
(SOLOIST & ORGAN)
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CHURCH COUNCIL INSTALLATION
(Pr. Cathy)The following people have been elected by the
congregation to positions of leadership. We give thanks for their
willingness to serve.
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Officers
Karla Malpica– President
Karen Boyles - Vice President
Roger Wolfe– Treasurer
Newly elected: Hector Mendoza - Secretary
Council Member
Newly elected: Melissa DeGroot, Sara Korreck, and Cynara
Pierzina
Continuing: Gwen Boje, Brooks Carpenter, Tony Jung,
Rob Huffman, Larry Johnson, Peter O’Reilly,
Jennifer Reuskens

In baptism we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to
share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters
and brothers will lead us in our mutual mission as a
congregation.
A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but
the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God
who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this
congregation.
On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, Council
members, I ask you: Will you accept and faithfully carry out the
duties of the offices to which you have been elected?
(Council) I will, and I ask God to help & guide me.
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Members of Bethany Church, I ask you: Will you support these,
your elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual
ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help & guide us.
I now declare you installed as officers and council members of
this congregation. Almighty God bless you, and direct your days
and your deeds in peace, that you may be faithful servants of
Christ.
Amen.
THE APOSTLE’S CREED
With the whole church let us confess our faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Please respond “Your mercy is great” after I say “Hear us, O
God”
Again and again relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly
for the church, the world, and all in need.
Give your church throughout the world a spirit of humility and
repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your
salvation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Protect all the earth’s creatures from destruction. Empower the
work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Direct the words and actions of leaders in our community and
throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the
lowly. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and
strength to all who suffer, especially, people in Texas, and those
on your rehab and continuing care list, and those we name aloud
or in our hearts.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

14

We praise you for all those who have died trusting in your
faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Children’s Message –Pr. Paul
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us share a sign of peace with one another.
MEAL
OFFERING

Offertory Music: Keyboard
OFFERING PRAYER
Faithful God,
you walk beside us in desert places,
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.
Accompany us in this meal,
that we may pass over from death to life
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
We believe that God meets us where we are— In heartbreak and
high hopes, Around crowded tables and in quiet homes, In joy
and in suffering, In loneliness and in connection, In sanctuaries
and in living rooms, In marches and in waiting rooms. We
believe that nothing we do or leave undone Can distance us from
God’s love. God is forever drawing us close and pulling us in.
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Again and again, God meets us where we are And invites us into
wholeness. This is grace.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Communion Song: Lamb of God

Eucharistic Words
The Body of Christ given for you.
The Blood of Christ shed for you.
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
God of steadfast love,
at this table you gather your people
into one body for the sake of the world.
Send us in the power of your Spirit,
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
As you leave this space,
May your mouth speak of God’s goodness.
May your arms hold those in need.
May your feet walk toward justice.
May your heart trust its worth.
May your soul dance in God’s grace.
And may this be your rhythm—
Again and again and again,
until God’s promised day.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
SENDING SONG: CHRIST IS THE TRUTH THE WAY
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DISMISSAL
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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