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Bethany Lutheran Church Worship Guide for
Sept. 13, 2020 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Ripples of Generosity

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand as you are able.
Invocation:
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another,
Gracious God, we confess that we have held tightly to our material possessions.
Forgive us.
We confess that we have hoarded our time and talents.
Forgive us.
We confess that we don’t know how to be rich toward you and our neighbor.
Forgive us.
The world says: give equally
You say: give generously.
The world says: give just enough
You say: give as if goodness will never run out.
Because it won’t:
Your goodness will never run out.
Help us to live as if love and mercy and provision are unlimited.
Help us to live in the abundance of God.
People of God, the grace of God has been generously poured out for you. May our lives be
reflections of God’s generosity for the world.
Amen

GATHERING HYMN: 876 LET THE WHOLE CREATION CRY

2

CALL TO WORSHIP:
God, we know that you have been pleased to give us your kingdom.
Make us generous, as you are generous.
You have been rich toward us, with resources, with love, and with your Spirit.
Teach us how to be rich toward you and our neighbor.
We understand that greed is often rooted in fear of not having enough,
Transform our fear into radical love and open-hearted generosity. Amen
©Fran Pratt franpratt.com Used with permission

Canticle of Praise: This is the Feast
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray, Generous God, you show continuous lovingkindness to us your servants. Because
we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the
generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:27-31a
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living
thing that moves upon the earth." God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for
food. and to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it
was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.
PSALM Refrain: (vs 1 ONLY)
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PSALM 33:1-12 Joyful Son to the Creator
Sing out your joy to the Creator, good people;
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.
Give thanks to the Creator upon the harp,
with a ten-stringed lute sing songs.
O sing a new song;
play skillfully and loudly so all my hear.
For the word of the Creator is faithful,
and all God’s works are to be trusted.
The Creator loves justice and right
and fills the earth with faithful love.
By the Creator’s words the heavens were made,
by the breath of God’s mouth all the stars.
The Creator collects the waves of the ocean
and gathers up the depths of the sea.
Let all the earth fear the Creator,
all who live in the world honor God.
The Creator spoke and it came to be;
commanded, it sprang into existence.
The Creator frustrates the plans of the nations,
Overthrows the designs of the peoples.
The Creator’s own designs shall last forever,
the plans of God’s heart for all ages.
They are happy whose God is the Creator,
The people God has chosen.
Refrain: (vs 2 ONLY)
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
The holy gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you O Lord.
For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them
into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace; and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is
right.' So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the
same. And about five o'clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them,
'Why are you standing here idle all day?' They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said
to them, 'You also go into the vineyard.' When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to
his manager, 'Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to
the first.' When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.
Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received
the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying,
'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.' But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you
no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go;
I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with
what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?' So the last will be first, and the
first will be last."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

GOSPEL ANTHEM

SERMON: Pastor Paul Cannon
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HYMN OF THE DAY: 878 SOLI DEO GLORIA
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APOSTLES’ CREED
With the Whole Church let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Please respond “Hear our prayer”, after I say “Lord, in your mercy”

Video: Why Are we Generous?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
OFFERING

OFFERING RESPONSE ELW 692 WE ARE AN OFFERING
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OFFERING PRAYER
Lord, you call us to use our gifts wisely,
to share them openly,
to give them generously.
Thank you for this celebration of giving.
Receive our offerings
and help us to reminder that all
we have has come from you.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
Who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on Earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
you taught us about generosity
through sending your son, Jesus,
who cared for those in need.
In his death and resurrection,
his love rippled out to all people.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
Our Lord Jesus took bread,
And gave thanks; broke it,
And gave it to his disciples saying: take and eat;
This is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper,
He took the cup, gave thanks,
And gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Through this meal,
you generously love your people.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you,
Holy God, through Jesus Christ, by your Spirit,
in your church without end. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Eucharistic Words
The Body of Christ given for you.
The Blood of Christ shed for you.
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Loving God,
we know your boundless generosity exceeds
all that we can desire or deserve:
deliver us from all jealousy and greed,
that by your Spirit we may respond
joyfully to your generosity,
and may we be free to love and serve others,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.
BLESSING
We are made in the image of God!
God is a generous God!
We are made to be generous too!
Go, be a blessing to others as you serve God with grace-filled, generous hearts and hands.
Amen!
SENDING SONG: GIVE THANKS
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DISMISSAL –
Give Generously! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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