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Bethany Lutheran Church Worship Guide for  

July 12, 2020 – Animals and Wildlife Sunday 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS: 

(Pastor) Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who so loves 

the world and all who live in it. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, Creation, and one 

another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 

(Assisting Minister) we expect nature to serve our needs, and 

we have damaged it in the process. We trample every wild 

place and pollute your waters. We abuse your good Earth 

until it cries out in pain. Forgive us, loving God. Remind us 

of the covenant you made with the whole Earth. Nourish us 

so we can restore your awe-inspiring Creation.  

Christ, the one who was buried into the heart of the Earth and 

then raised up to new life, forgives you all your sin. Freed from 

your burdens, be led by the Spirit to do God’s healing work in 

the world. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN:  ELW 856—How Great Thou Art  
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LITANY/CALL TO WORSHIP:   

Come, worship the God of all Creation.  

We gather to praise the Creator, the continuous source of all 

living things.  

  

Come, worship our God who breathes life into being.  

We praise the Creator who fashions the forests, whose trees 

clean the air of this world.  

  

  

Come, worship our God who forms life out of soil.  

We praise the Creator whose land brings nourishment.   

  

Come, worship our God who receives our lament in the 

wilderness.  

We praise the Creator whose Son brings healing to all 

Creation.  

 

Come, worship our God who sends waters flowing with life.  

We praise the Creator whose baptism unites us to be one in 

the Body of Christ with all Creation.  

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE ELW 835—All Creatures, Worship 

God Most High vs. 3 
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GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 

word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live 

according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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PSALM 104:1, 10-14, 18-24 

Refrain:  

 

  1Bless the LORD, O my soul. 

 O LORD my God, you are very great. 

 You are clothed with honor and majesty, 

10You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 

 they flow between the hills, 

 11giving drink to every wild animal; 

 the wild asses quench their thirst. 

 12By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; 
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 they sing among the branches. 

 13From your lofty abode you water the mountains; 

 the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 

 14You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, 

 and plants for people to use, 

 to bring forth food from the earth, 

 18The high mountains are for the wild goats; 

 the rocks are a refuge for the badgers. 

 19You have made the moon to mark the seasons; 

 the sun knows its time for setting. 

 20You make darkness, and it is night, 

 when all the animals of the forest come creeping out. 

 21The young lions roar for their prey, 

 seeking their food from God. 

 22When the sun rises, they withdraw 

 and lie down in their dens. 

 24O LORD, how manifold are your works! 

 In wisdom you have made them all; 

 the earth is full of your creatures. 

Refrain:  
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READING:  Romans 8:19-27  

A reading from Romans,  
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the 

creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not 

of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 

hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 

decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 

God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 

labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 

while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For 
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in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 

who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not 

see, we wait for it with patience. 
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not 

know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 

with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the 

heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

The word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  
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GOSPEL  Matthew 3:13-4:2 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, "I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 15But 

Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 

this way to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented. 16And 

when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the 

water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 

him. 17And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, the 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased." 
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty days and forty nights, and 

afterwards he was famished. 

 
  

The gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

 

 

GOSPEL ANTHEM: The Earth Adorned—Ahlen   

Nikki Nordschow 

 

 

Sermon:     

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  
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ELW 740—God of the Sparrow 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the Whole Church let us confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us 

pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and 

places. We pray for missionaries and newly planted 

congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to 

the faith we share. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the 

trees and fields clap their hands in praise. We pray for the birds 

and animals who make their home in the trees. Empower us to 

sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their 

desire for justice and equality. We pray for our enemies. Bridge 

the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Abiding God, care for all who are in need. For those who are 

doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide 

release. For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in 

fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and 

nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as 

disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our ministries 

and deepen relationships with the wider community. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us 

in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

From Family Faith Field Packs –  

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Remember to take time to reach out and share Christ’s peace 

with friends, family, and neighbors.  

MEAL 
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OFFERING  

All we have comes from God. Generosity takes an open heart 

and a love that asks for nothing in return. Your offerings help us 

to continue our ministries. Please prayerfully consider sending 

an offering to our church to support the needs of our community 

and the world.  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours - forests, 

lands and prairies, wild places, rivers and streams. As we bring 

our offerings to you, we ask that you bless them so that your 

kingdom comes on Earth as it is in heaven, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE   

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 

and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who entered 

the heart of the Earth, opening the way for humanity to be 

restored with all Creation to your divine goodness. And so, with 

all the choirs of angels, with the church on Earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY:  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   

Breath of life, we praise you for the gift of your creation that 

sustains our very living.   

 

In great joy you sent to the canvas of the cosmos your Son, Jesus 

Christ, to bring restoration and healing to all that is broken. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Renew our awareness of our place in the web of Creation.  Send 

us with a hunger to advocate for a healthier planet.   

 

All glory is yours, blessed Trinity, creator, redeemer and 

sanctifier, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:   

Communion:  Have You Thanked the Lord 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The bread of the Earth and the fruit of the vine strengthen you 

and keep you in God’s grace.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  God, you never give up on your beautiful yet 

damaged Creation.  Though Jesus was broken on the cross, in 

the resurrection the Risen Lord encounters us with new life. 

Send us, who have received his body and blood, as signs of your 

redeeming power that restores our relationship with all of 

Creation and unites us with the risen life of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen.   
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BLESSING  

Almighty God, who breathes life into you and all living things, 

who heals all the world, and who sustains all Creation, give you 

peace and purpose, in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG:    

WOV 767—All Things Bright and Beautiful 

 
 

DISMISSAL –  

Go in peace. Care for Creation! 

Thanks be to God. 
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