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CLOSE COMMUNION is the practice of sharing the Sacrament of Holy Communion within a common confession of faith.  

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod congregations observe this ancient practice.  LC-MS visitors are, therefore, cordially invited to 

commune whenever they are present.  We request, however, that visitors from other confessions wishing to commune at Berea speak 

with the pastor before the Service.  (Nonalcoholic wine in the individual cup is lighter in color and in the middle of the tray. A non-

gluten wafer is available, ask elder before service.) 

 
GUESTS If you have any questions or concerns, please, don’t hesitate to speak to an usher or elder. 
We are honored to have you here today!       
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
Berea Lutheran Church – Confessing, Serving and Living the Crucified and Risen Christ 

 
AS WE GATHER  

Though much is made of the smallness of the mustard seed, the focus of Jesus is on 

outcome—the plant that becomes large enough to give nest and shade to all the birds of 

the air. The kingdom of God seems small and even irrelevant in the face of large 

problems, challenges, and problems of this mortal life, and yet it is the kingdom of God 

that is great. God gives to us the forgiveness that makes a clear conscience, the life that is 

stronger than death, and the joy that is greater than every joy this world can deliver. In 

this way, the small seed makes for a great plant, large enough for us to find refuge and a 

home in its shade. How the kingdom of God grows may seem part of the mystery, but we 

know that it is a seed planted in the good soil and fed and nourished by God’s grace to 

the day when the harvest delivers us into His presence forevermore. 

 

 

T T 

 

Pre-Service Music and Prelude                 David Henning 

584 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing 

 



 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005702 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Confession and Absolution Psalm 1:5–6 

P Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation 

of the righteous; 

C for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will 

perish. 

  

Silence for self-examination. 

  

P Holy and gracious God, 

C I confess that I have sinned against You, in thought, word, and deed, by what I 

have done, and by what I have not done. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts 

and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is known only to You. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, my Savior, I ask forgiveness and pray You to 

deliver and restore me by Your mercy. Amen. 

  

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and given to us His only 

Son to suffer and die for our salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and 

by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 



the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in 

us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

T T 
 

Introit Psalm 92:12–15; antiphon: v. 1 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

 to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

The righteous flourish like the palm tree 

 and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

They are planted in the house of the LORD; 

 they flourish in the courts of our God. 

They still bear fruit in old age; 

 they are ever full of sap and green, 

to declare that the LORD is upright; 

 he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

 to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 

Kyrie LSB 204 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For those who labor, those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 

travel, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 



A For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A For these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

  



Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them 

that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 17:22–24 

 22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar 

and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I 

myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel will I 

plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under 

it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 
24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, 

and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the 

LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:1–17 

 1We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building 

from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we 

groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may not be 

found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we 

would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 

swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given 

us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

 6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we 

are away from the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of good 

courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So 

whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 

what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

 11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is 

known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience. 12We are not commending 

ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to 

answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. 
13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 
14For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for 

all, therefore all have died; 15and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live 

for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 



 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we 

once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel Mark 4:26–34 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 
27He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 
28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 
29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

 30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall 

we use for it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the 

smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger 

than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can 

make nests in its shade.” 

 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34He 

did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained 

everything. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



 

500 Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid sts. 2–4 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 



     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people as they 

have need. 

 

Each petition concludes... Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P All things are Yours, heavenly Father, and You have promised to supply them to us 

as we need and when we need them. Help us to pray with confident hearts, trusting 

that You will provide for us all things needful and deliver us from all things harmful, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 

P As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Gathering of Our Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings 

 

955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005702 

 

T T 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Lord of heaven and earth, we praise and thank You for having had mercy on those 

whom You created, sending Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sins 

and be our Savior. With the joy of repentant hearts, we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the 

cross. Gathered in the name and in remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 

eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

C Amen. 

 

Words of Our Lord 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 



Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

T T 

 

765 God Moves in a Mysterious Way 

 

 



 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

894 For the Fruits of His Creation 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

 

Blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, You have given Yourself to us in this Holy Sacrament. 

Keep us in Your faith and favor that we may live in You even as You live in us. May 

Your body and blood preserve us in the true faith to life everlasting. Hear us for the 

sake of Your name. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 

 

FLOWERS  Flowers to beautify our worship space this weekend were provided by Emily 

Brauer. Thank you Emily 

 

WELLNESS TEAM  Our Family Connections ministry would like to invite anyone interested 

in wellness to be part of the formation of a Wellness Team. The team will meet to share ideas 

and create goals concerning the wellness of the church and our community as well as how our 

faith community can serve our neighbors in body, mind, and spirit. Our desire is that this team 

consists of members from Berea, Agape Hill, and Hmong Hope along with individuals from our 

community. “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if 

they fall, one will lift up his fellow.” Ecclesiastes 4:9-10. If you have an interest in health and 

wellness and would like to learn more about the purpose and role of our team, please talk to 

our Family Connections Director, Joanie Kolton at 414-931-1764 or at 

mamakolton@yahoo.com 

  



OFFERING  The offering plates will be located at the entrances of the church. Our offerings 

are a significant part of our worship, recognizing that all we have comes from our Lord. We are 

just stewards, or managers of all he has given to us. The worship of our tithes and gifts should 

be from the best of what we have, and not the leftovers. We offer back that small token of all he 

has done for us and pray that these gifts may be used to proclaim His Word faithfully to a dark 

and spiritually-starved world. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS as of the date of the printing: Welcome! It is not by accident that our Lord 

has led us here to this moment. We pray with you for His guidance and encouragement as we strive to be His 

disciples and share the message of salvation with others. Amen. 

 

Cancer: Carol Spatzek, breast, Cindy Bowen (Agape Hill), throat and stomach, Donna Moll, 

Thursday music leader, breast, Julia Grau, granddaughter of Chet & Marge Grau, eye, 

Sharon Beay, step-sister of Ray Leidy, eye melanoma, Ron Schroeder, former member, 

Stem-cell transplant T-Cell lymphoma, Chris Doege, sister-in-law of Joanie Kolton, brain, 

Liela Jalas, friend of Leidy’s, breast and macular degeneration, Loreen Spain, sister of 

Lucie Ranzinger, blood, Paul Libert, friend of the Schmidts, eye 

 

Hospitalized:  Richard Spatzek, Community Memorial, Surgery for severe infection 

 

Hospice:  Kathy Schmid, aunt of Robin Mueller, liver cancer, home 

 

Rehabilitation:  Jean Kurth, Franciscan Woods, stroke,     

 

Ongoing needs:  Richard Spatzek, congestive heart failure, Maxine Dudley, severe back 

pains,  Lavonne Biedenbender, heart, Dave Henning, ongoing abdominal concerns, Henry 

Klaves, epilepsy, Pablo Samayoa, Son of Luis and Emily Samayoa, Type I Juvenile Diabetes, 

Mark Brueckner, brother-in-law of Suellen Brueckner, multiple concerns, Kya, great-niece of 

the Leidys suicidal thoughts and actions, Jenell Seidl, daughter-in-law of Helena Schmidt, 

Lupus, George Schmid, uncle of Robin Mueller, loss of eyesight. 

 

Homebound: Rose Eisner Home, Elinor Heitman Lutheran Home-Memory Care, Myrt 

Tetting, Renaissance Assisted Living, Dorothy Britton, Heartis Village, Lorraine Guenther, 

Luther Manor, Vida Stanton, Luther Manor, Joan Peterson, Luther Manor, 

 

Birthdays:   none 

Anniversaries:  6/15 James & Cindy Zenski 


