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CLOSE COMMUNION is the practice of sharing the Sacrament of Holy Communion within a common confession of faith.  

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod congregations observe this ancient practice.  LC-MS visitors are, therefore, cordially invited to 

commune whenever they are present.  We request, however, that visitors from other confessions wishing to commune at Berea speak 

with the pastor before the Service.  (Nonalcoholic wine in the individual cup is lighter in color and in the middle of the tray. A non-

gluten wafer is available, ask elder before service.) 

 
GUESTS If you have any questions or concerns, please, don’t hesitate to speak to an usher or elder. 
We are honored to have you here today!       
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
Berea Lutheran Church – Confessing, Serving and Living the Crucified and Risen Christ 

 
AS WE GATHER  

A simple and poignant Sunday School song says simply, “God sees the little sparrow fall. 

It meets His tender view; if God so loves the little birds, I know He loves me too.” The 

central theme of the song is the care of God for His creation. The words also serve as a 

reminder that God sees us, His children, in a special way. We are the crown of His 

creation, as are all the people He has fashioned. Seeing people as God sees them is 

central to our lives of faith! 

 

T T 

 

 

Pre-Service Music and Prelude                 David Henning 

 

Welcome and Opening Announcements 

 

  



779 Come, My Soul, with Every Care 

 

 
 

5 While I am a pilgrim here, 

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 

As my guide, my guard, my friend, 

Lead me to my journey’s end. 

 

6 Show me what is mine to do; 

Ev’ry hour my strength renew. 

Let me live a life of faith; 

Let me die Thy people’s death. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 



P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

T T 
 

Introit Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

 and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 

 sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise! 

Bless our God, O peoples; 

 let the sound of his praise be heard, 

who has kept our soul among the living 

 and has not let our feet slip. 

Blessèd be God, 

 because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

 and I will tell what he has done for my soul. 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  



P Let us pray. 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think 

those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

First Reading Acts 10:34–48 

 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 
35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus 

Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, 

beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus 

of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing 

all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all 

that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 

hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 
41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he commanded us to preach to the 

people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the 

dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the 

word. 45And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were 

amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For 

they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 
47“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy 

Spirit just as we have?” 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Music   The Gift of Love                       Berea Singers 

 

Epistle 1 John 5:1–8 

 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 

who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love 

the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love 

of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 
4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 

that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the 

one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 



 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by 

the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the 

truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these 

three agree. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 15:9–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy 

may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13Greater 

love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. 15No longer do I call you servants, for the servant 

does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 

heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, 

so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I 

command you, so that you will love one another.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



 

556 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
Sermon 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God,  the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth          and 

of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 



     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray to our God who does not remove His steadfast love from us or reject our 

prayers for His whole Church and for all people according to their needs. 

 

P Each petition concludes, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

P Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

Gathering of Our Gifts, Tithes, and Offerings 

 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

T T 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 

of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in 

His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 

You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to 

drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed 

death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, 

and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 



 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 

  



T T 

 

686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise  To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea:  Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,  Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made,  An everlasting ransom paid. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

  



770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Postlude 

 

 

OFFERING  The offering plates will be located at the entrances of the church. Our offerings 

are a significant part of our worship, recognizing that all we have comes from our Lord. We are 

just stewards, or managers of all he has given to us. The worship of our tithes and gifts should 

be from the best of what we have, and not the leftovers. We offer back that small token of all he 

has done for us and pray that these gifts may be used to proclaim His Word faithfully to a dark 

and spiritually-starved world. 

 

FLOWERS  Flowers to beautify our worship space this weekend are in celebration for the 

wedding anniversaries of Bob & Marilyn Bergmann and Pastor Jeff and Robin Mueller. Both 

anniversaries were celebrated on May 4. 

 

  



PRAYER REQUESTS as of the date of the printing: Welcome! It is not by accident that our 

Lord has led us here to this moment. We pray with you for His guidance and encouragement as 

we strive to be His disciples and share the message of salvation with others. Amen. 

 

Cancer: Carol Spatzek, breast, Cindy Bowen (Agape Hill), throat and stomach, Donna Moll, 

Thursday music leader, breast, Julia Grau, granddaughter of Chet & Marge Grau, eye, 

Kathy Schmid, aunt of Robin Mueller, liver, Sharon Beay, step-sister of Ray Leidy, eye 

melanoma, Ron Schroeder, former member, Stem-cell transplant T-Cell lymphoma, Harold 

Raabe, cousin of Ray Leidy, bone, Chris Doege, sister-in-law of Joanie Kolton, brain, Liela 

Jalas, friend of Leidy’s, breast and macular degeneration, Loreen Spain, sister of Lucie 

Ranzinger, 

 

Recovering from surgery:  Bev Bergmann, sister-in-law of the Bergmanns, home. Rev. Larry 

Hauser, back, home. Debbie, life-long friend of Joanie Kolton, Froedert, multiple concerns, 

George Schmid, uncle of Robin Mueller, intestinal. 

 

Rehabilitation:  Jean Kurth, Franciscan Woods, stroke, Pat Behling, LutherManor, fall.     

 

Ongoing needs:  Richard Spatzek, congestive heart failure, Maxine Dudley, severe back 

pains,  Lavonne Biedenbender, heart, Henry Klaves, epilepsy, Pablo Samayoa, Son of Luis 

and Emily Samayoa, Type I Juvenile Diabetes, Mark Brueckner, brother-in-law of Suellen 

Brueckner, multiple concerns, Kya, great-niece of the Leidys suicidal thoughts and actions, 

Jenell Seidl, daughter-in-law of Helena Schmidt, Lupus, Garett Seidl, son of Helena Schmidt, 

bacterial lung infection,  

 

 Homebound: Rose Eisner Home, Elinor Heitman Lutheran Home-Memory Care, Myrt 

Tetting, Renaissance Assisted Living, Dorothy Britton, Heartis Village, Lorraine Guenther, 

Luther Manor, Vida Stanton, Luther Manor, Joan Peterson, Luther Manor, 

 

Birthdays:   5/10 Dayna Cooper, 5/14 Alexis Cooper, Helena Schmidt 

 

Anniversaries:  none 

 


