
DIVINE SERVICE 
Setting Three (LSB #184-202) 

 

Advent IV 
Dec. 24th, 2023 Anno Domini 
 

 
 
 
HYMN                              “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied”  LSB #342
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
INVOCATION 

 

P In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  

P  Our help is in the Name of the Lord, 
C  who made Heaven and earth. 
P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/ Silence 
 



P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

INTROIT Psalm 89 (ant. vs. 15a, 16) 
 
P    Blesséd are the people who exult in Your Name all the day 

and in Your righteousness are exalted. 
C    I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 

with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all generations. 
P    You have said, “I have made a covenant with My chosen one; 

I have sworn to David My servant: 
C     ‘I will establish your offspring forever, 

and build your throne for all generations.’”  
P    Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, 

your faithfulness in the congregation of the saints! 

 

 
P    Blesséd are the people who exult in Your Name all the day 

and in Your righteousness are exalted. 
 

KYRIE   

 

 



BENEDICTUS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P       You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare His way, to give His people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of 
their sins. In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon 
us to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death and to guide our feet 
into the way of peace. 



 

 

 
 

SALUTATION & COLLECT  

 

 
  

P     Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

Old Testament 2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8–13 
1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of 
cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in 
your heart, for the LORD is with you.” 

 

4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant David, 
‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in?  

 

8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I 
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my 
people Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great 
ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall 
afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people 
Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you 
that the LORD will make you a house. 12When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with 



your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I 
will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever.  

  

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 16:17–20, 25–27 
 

17I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles 
contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 18For such persons do not 
serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive 
the hearts of the naive. 19For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I 
want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 20The God of peace 
will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 

25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 
26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to 
all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith— 27to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
  

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                          St. Luke 1:26-38 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st chapter. 

 
  

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 



34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
 

35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 
of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and 
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according 
to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into Heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN                                   “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”                                LSB# 352 
 

 



 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, Safely kept through life and death. 

 
6 Then when You will come again As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
 

SERMON   
 

OFFERTORY  

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
PREFACE   

 

 
 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, 
the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 
repentance and faith that we would escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 



 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

P   Our Father who art in Heaven, 
       hallowed be Thy Name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven; 
       

Give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
               but deliver us from T evil. 

  

 
 
VERBA   

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T Body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
Blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI  

 

 
 



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION & HYMNS 

 

HYMN                              “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born”  LSB #624 

 

 

 
 

7 With cherubim and seraphim Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 



HYMN                                                    “My Soul Rejoices”  LSB #933 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS    

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING  

 

 
 
P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 
our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You 
with all joy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
.C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION & BENEDICAMUS 

   
 

    
 

 



BENEDICTION 

 

 
 
HYMN                          “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”  LSB #350 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 


