
DIVINE SERVICE 
Setting Three (LSB #184-202) 

 

Advent III 
Dec. 17th, 2023 Anno Domini 
 

 
 
 
HYMN                              “The Night Will Soon Be Ending”  LSB #337
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 God dwells with us in darkness, And makes the night as day; 
Yet we resist the brightness And turn from God away. 
But grace does not forsake us, However far we run. 
God claims us still as children, Through Mary’s infant Son. 



INVOCATION 
 

P In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C  Amen. 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  

P  Our help is in the Name of the Lord, 
C  who made Heaven and earth. 
P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/ Silence 
 

P  O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the Name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

INTROIT Psalm 126 (ant. Isaiah 61:10) 
 

P      I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;  
            for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation;  
         with the robe of righteousness. 
C   When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

we were like those who dream. 
P     Then our mouth was filled with laughter,  

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
C    Then they said among the nations, 

“The LORD has done great things for them.” 
P      Those who sow in tears, shall reap with shouts of joy! 
C     He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 
            bringing his sheaves with him. 



 

 
P      I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;  
            for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation;  
         with the robe of righteousness. 
 

KYRIE   

 

 
 
BENEDICTUS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

P       You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare His way, to give His people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of 
their sins. In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon 
us to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death and to guide our feet 
into the way of peace. 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION & COLLECT  

 

 
  

P     Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of 
our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



 
 

Old Testament Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-9 
 
1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to proclaim the year of the 
LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn;  
 
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that 
they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall 
repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
 

8For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of 
the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD 
has blessed. 
  

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:12-24 

12We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord 
and admonish you, 13and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at 
peace among yourselves.  
 

14And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, 
be patient with them all. 15See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to 
do good to one another and to everyone. 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not 
quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is 
good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 
 

23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 
and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls 
you is faithful; he will surely do it.  

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 



ALLELUIA 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                         St. John 6-8, 19-28 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st chapter. 

 
  

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light. 

 
19And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 

to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah 
said.” 

 
24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you 

baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, 
“I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes 
after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 



     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into Heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN                                        “When All the World Was Cursed”                                LSB# 346 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON   
 

OFFERTORY  

 



 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE   

 

 
 

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, 
the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 
repentance and faith that we would escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 



comes again in glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   

P   Our Father who art in Heaven, 
       hallowed be Thy Name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven; 
       

Give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
               but deliver us from T evil. 

  

 
 



VERBA   

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T Body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
Blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI  

 

 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION & HYMNS 

 

HYMN                         “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  LSB #347 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HYMN                          “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  LSB #338 

 

 

 

 



NUNC DIMITTIS    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING  

 

 
 
P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 
and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 
our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You 
with all joy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
.C Amen. 
 



SALUTATION & BENEDICAMUS 

  

 
 

    

 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN                                “Arise, O Christian People”  LSB #354 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


