
  
  

astor’s Page 
rch 2022 Anno Domini 

“Dust you are and to dust you shall return.” 

The Holy Season of Lent has begun. Ashes placed on the head were used to show sorrow and 
repentance in the Old Testament.1 The Holy Christian Church has retained this worthy tradition. 
On Ash Wednesday we are reminded of what is coming to us all. We are marked for death. Even 
so, during Lent, the stark reality of death is soon surpassed with the blessed assurance and 
certainty of the Holy Gospel.2 The ashes are not simply sprinkled over our heads. They are shaped 
into a Cross. Indeed, though all have sinned, and the wages of sin is death, the precious and costly 
gift of God that has been freely given unto us is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Savior. Thanks be 
to God!3 

During Lent, with such an intensified focus on the all-sufficient sacrifice of Jesus,4 it may seem 
strange to we Lutherans that the Holy Gospel for Ash Wednesday is Matthew 6. Our Lord says… 
“When you give alms… When you pray… When you fast.” Dear Christian, these things have 
nothing to do with somehow earning our salvation. Not even in part! This is simply impossible.5 
No. Rather these are good and salutary disciplines which our Lord commends. And why? They 
help us clear away  worldly distractions so we can focus our attention on what truly matters. The 
Holy Season of Lent is most especially… a good time for this. 

“When you give alms…” This is not your regular tithe. As Christians, God commands us to do 
that. And we joyfully do so in response to all that God has given to us!6 Almsgiving is rather a 
willing and heartfelt sacrifice of treasure for the benefit of the poor. And why? It is not just an act 
of mercy, but a pious witness of He who gave all in sacrifice for us, so that we could live forever. 
This is a most pleasing thing in the sight of God.7 

“When you pray…” This is not coming to Church regularly, saying grace, or your 
morning/evening prayers. God commands us to do that. And we joyfully do so!8 Though the 
Church offers extra Services during Lent and Holy Week, and it is extremely beneficial to your 
faith to avail yourself to them, this is not that… either. This is extended private time devoted to 
God in prayer. A good suggestion to avoid heaping up “empty phrases” would be to ruminate 
upon and pray the Psalms during the 40 days of Lent. The Psalter is the Divinely inspired 
“prayerbook” of the Bible. They are Christ’s own prayers and through Him… ours.9 

1 Job 42:6, Dan. 9:2. 
2 Gen. 3:19, Ps. 103:14, Isaiah 61:1-4. 
3 Jn. 3:16-17, Rom. 3:23, 6:23, Eph. 2:8. 
4 Jn. 19:30, Heb. 9:12. 
5 Rom. 3:20, Gal. 2:15-16, 21. 
6 Mal. 3:10, 1 Cor. 16:1-2, 2 Cor. 9:7. 
7 Ps. 41:1, Mk. 14:7, Lk. 12:32-34, 2 Cor. 8:1-7. 
8 Ps. 42:1-5, Acts 2:38-42, Heb. 10:25, 1 Thess. 5:16-18 (Note: Pray w/out ceasing = praying regularly) 
9 2 Cor. 5:21, Heb. 4:14-16, 5:7-10. 



  
 

  

“When you fast...” Ah yes fasting… the most controversial. And why? Because it’s the most 
difficult. So what is the point? Fasting is a pious and Biblical expression of genuine sorrow over 
sin.10 Hunger pangs also are a good reminder that we are mortal. In order to live forever, and 
that, in God’s presence, we need more than just ordinary food. We need He who is the Bread of 
Life Himself.11 An additional spiritual benefit to fasting is this: if you can train yourself to say no 
once in a while to your body, you can say no to your flesh when it desires to sin.12 Fasting is a 
good discipline, when done for the right reasons, but it isn’t easy. Some people will simply forgo 
a pleasure like chocolate, pop, meat, alcohol (of course not the Holy Sacrament!) ect… during 
Lent. That’s a fine practice too.13 Some people will combine all three. For example: skip lunch, 
read the Bible/pray during that time, and then the money you save give alms to a worthy 
Christian charity. These days, especially if you normally eat out for lunch during the work week, 
that could really add up quick! 

The thing is… during Lent, whatever you do, if you so choose, keep it between you and God. Don’t 
do it to show off your “Lenten piety.” This is the very thing our Lord and Savior Jesus warns us 
against. For to do so, will be of no spiritual benefit to you (in fact it would be harmful to your 
faith!) nor will there be any Heavenly reward from your Father for such.14 Matthew 6 is right at 
the start of Lent in the Lectionary because the Church put it there. With Lent being the first 
season to develop in the Church year, the early Christians were already doing these things as 
they retained them as good and godly traditions from ancient Israel. The Church wanted to make 
sure Christians were doing so not to compete or compare themselves with others, but in genuine 
repentance, thanksgiving, and saving faith. In other words… for the right reasons. 

We Christians live the way we do in humble repentance and sincere thanksgiving to God for our 
eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.15 Our sins are forgiven and our righteousness 
before the Father is certain in Him! We are headed for Heaven and the life of the world to come. 
All glory be to God!16 The question is: what will your reward be? Try it and see. And if you try 
and fail… no worries. Just try again. For there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. After all isn’t that what Lent… is all about? I’ll see you in Church… yep… on Wednesdays 
too. Dinner will be served. For those providing… simple soups and bread/crackers please. No 
deserts. It’s Lent after all! (Ok… perhaps just a few for the children.) A blessed Lent to you! 

Pastor Gullion 
“He Himself 

bore our sins in His body on 
the Tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
By His wounds 

you have been healed!” 
-1 Peter 2:24 

10 Jonah 3:5, Joel 2:15-17. 
11 Deut. 8:3, Jn. 6:27-35. 
12 1 Cor. 9:27, James 1:12-15. 
13 Rom. 14:5-9. 
14 Matt. 6:1. 
15 Ps. 118:1, 21, Col. 3:15. 
16 Gal. 2:19-21, Gal. 3:27, Phil. 3:8-16, Rev. 7:9-17. 



 

* CHICKEN DINNER *  

The Men of Peace will once again be serv-
ing their famous chicken dinner on  Sun-
day, March 13, 2022 from 11a-1p.  We will 
be offering both dine in and take out.  On 
the menu—Fried Chicken, Red Potatoes, 
Stuffing, Cole Slaw, Corn, Dinner Roll, Bev-
erage & Dessert.  Tickets will be available 
for purchase after each service.  Prices are $9.50 for 
Adults/$10.00 at the door, Children 6-12, $5.00 and 
Children under 6 dine free! 

  * CANCELLATIONS & POSTPONEMENTS *  

In case of inclement weather and worship services, Bible classes, Confirmation, etc., needs to 
be postponed or canceled, you can find that information by listening to our local radio station, 
WBEV AM 1430 or 95X (95.3 FM.) where announcements are made.  You can also go to dai-
lydodge.com and click “Weather and Closings.”  Or, our church’s website 
www.bdpeacelutheran.org will have that information.  Normally, if Sunday worship services are 
postponed, there would then be one (1) service the next evening (Monday evening) at 7 p.m. 
weather-permitting. If a Wednesday night service is canceled due to the weather, it is canceled 
for that week. 

* GOSPEL READINGS * 

   March 2—Matthew 6:1-6; 16-21 

   March 6—Luke 4:1-13 

   March 13—Luke 13:31-35 

   March 20—Luke 13:1-9 

   March 27—Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

* SERVING AT PEACE * 

Elder—Chris H. 
Altar Guild—Ed & Linda N. 
Counters—Diane B. &  
       Vickie L. 

* MARK YOUR CALENDER... * 
Elders Meeting—March 6, 11:45a 

Board of Directors Meeting—March 8, 6:30p 

Men of Peace—March 14, 7:00p 
Peace Tie-Quilters—March 9 & 23 

Catechism Class—March 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 
Cut-off date for April Newsletter—March 30 
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    * LENTEN/EASTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE * 

Ash Wednesday, March 2, Noon & 7pm 
Midweek Lenten Services, March 9, 16, 23, & 30 and April 6, 7 pm 
Palm Sunday, April 10 8 & 10:30 am 
Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7 pm 
Good Friday, Noon & 7 pm 
Easter Sunday with Communion, April 17, 6:30 & 9 am 

http://www.bdpeacelutheran.org


“Nothing New Under the Sun” 

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.       ~Philippians 2:4 

Can you believe it has been 2 + years since COVID dropped into our world and turned it all topsy turvy? 

Are you tired of hearing about it...the changes…the challenges?  Many believe times like these have 

never been endured before.  Read on.  Here is something written in 1527 by Martin Luther. He wrote 

this in response to the Bubonic Plague which was raging across Germany and Europe at the time. 

Whether One May Flee From A Deadly Plague 

“Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine, and take it.  I shall avoid places and 

persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus infect and 

pollute others, and so cause their death so as a result of my negligence.  If God should wish to take me, 

He will surely find me and I have done what He has expected of me and so I am not responsible for ei-

ther my own death or the death of others. 

They are much too rash and reckless, tempting God and disregarding everything which might counter-

act death and plague.  They distain the use of medicine; they do not avoid places and persons infected 

by the plague, but lightheartedly make sport of it and wish to prove how independent they are. They 

say that it is God’s punishment; if he wants to protect them he can do so without medicines or our 

carefulness.  This is not trusting God but tempting him.  God has created medicine and provides us 

with intelligence to guard and take care of the body 

so that we can live in good health. 

It is even more shameful for a person to pay no heed 

to his own body and fail to protect it against the 

plague the best he is able, and then to infect and 

poison others who might have remained alive if he 

had taken care of his body as he should have. If 

some are foolish as not to take precautions but ag-

gravate the contagion, then the devil has a heyday 

and many will die.” 

 

What has been will be again, what has been done 

will be done again; there is nothing new under the 

sun. Is there anything of which one can say “Look! 

This is something new.”?  It was here already, long 

ago; it was here before our time.     

                                                           ~Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 

Nothing New under the Sun!! 

Carol Wehland, Parish Nurse 
  


