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The Reformation Continues! 
It has been over six years since we published the basic “handbook” 
version of Luther’s Small Catechism. This month we finally finished 
printing Luther’s Small Catechism with Annotations—the version many of 
us have used in our own studies, with all the Bible verses and questions 
and answers laid out so concisely covering many of the key topics of our 
Christian faith. Thanks to the 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation for 
their encouragement and funding 
of this project! 

Early in the Reformation as Martin Luther visited churches across 
Germany, he observed that the majority of the common people had 
almost no Biblical literacy. They knew more of European folk 
superstitions and the traditions of the Medieval Roman Catholic Church 
than they did of the actual content of the Christian faith! That was the 
desperate situation that brought about the writing of Luther’s Small 
Catechism. Luther prescribed the use of the Ten Commandments, the 
Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer and other basic instructions on 
Baptism, repentance and the Lord’s Supper as a basis for teaching in 
the church. This was a sure foundation upon which to build as God’s 
people learned to use the whole Word of God, to wield the whole “sword 
of the Spirit.”  

Have you noticed the little note 
of instruction with which Luther 
prefaced most of the sections of 
the Catechism: “In a simple way 
as the head of the family should 
teach his own household”? Martin Luther knew that if they did not 
teach the basic Christian faith in their churches and homes that the 
work of the Reformation would never last—in short order the people 
would return again to human traditions and superstitions. 
We know that all the work of translating and publishing this book was 
completely worthwhile as we strive to teach the basics of the Christian 
faith to the young Kazakh church. As Luther’s prefaces indicated, we 
hope this book will bless the Church at large and young Christian 
families as a tool as they study the Biblical basics of the Christian faith 
in their families. May the Gospel take root among the Kazakh people—
and be taught faithfully in homes and churches for generations to 
come until Jesus returns! 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
★ Praise the Lord with us at the printing of  

the Kazakh Catechism! Pray that the young 
Kazakh church would continually grow in 
faith and faithfulness to the Gospel. 

★ We are still stuck in our beloved homeland! 
Pray that our visas would not face anymore 
roadblocks and that we can return to 
ministry in Mongolia by Thanksgiving. 

★ Continue to lift up our faithful friends 
serving in Mongolia while we are gone, 
especially Hamit, Azamat and Adam. 
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JULIA’S JOURNAL                   (18 years old)
Since we are still in 
the USA, it was not 
a difficult decision 
for our family to 
travel to Nebraska 
to visit Julia during 
her Fall Break. We 
got a taste of what 
college life is like 

for her. We ate a meal at the cafeteria, checked her 
mailbox, went to the farmer’s market in the town 
square, played games in the library, hung out in the 
dorm lounge together,  and visited the art building. 
She was so excited to show us that several of her 
artworks have been chosen to grace the hallways! 
We thank God for this precious extra time together! 

TIMOTHY’S TURN                    (16 years old)
Though we were all 
excited to learn of the 
publication of Luther’s 
Small Catechism in 
the Kazakh language, 
Timothy was 
especially thrilled. 
There is one page in it 
that he edited all on 
his own—the graphic 
depicting the church 
year. We’ve featured it 
here so you can 

admire it for yourselves. He can’t wait till he can get 
his hands on a brand new catechism to see what his 
graphic actually looks like in print! 

DANIEL’S DOINGS                      (14 years old)
As our return to Mongolia 
got pushed back further and 
further, Daniel got 
increasingly excited about 
the prospect of being 
around for deer hunting 
season. His first opportunity 
came in early October—the 
youth hunt! Neither his 
grandfather nor his father 
were free to help him that 
weekend, but a family friend 
kindly offered to join Daniel 
on the hunt. With our friend 

Joe’s assistance, Daniel shot, gutted, and butchered 
a doe. We’ve had several meals of venison, and it is 
delicious! 

ESTHER’S ESCAPADES            (11 years old)   
Esther had heard about dirt 
cakes, but had never had 
one of her own. By taking an 
empty cake pan outside and 
coming back in with the 
actual dirt cake, she was 
fooled into thinking we had 
just filled it with dirt from the 
garden. She jokingly stuck 
her spoon into it, only to find 
out that it was the real cake! 
She proceeded to vigorously 
blow out the candles…and 

the Oreo cookie crumbs flew off the top of the cake 
all over the table!  
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