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…Yet I Will Rejoice in the Lord! 
“Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the 
produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off 
from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the 
LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.” Habakkuk 3:17-18 ESV 
 In May and early June a livestock plague hit part of Mongolia. Our 
church’s seminarian, Hamit, lost one sheep per day for almost two 
weeks! He shared in our online church meeting last week that he had 
fretted and nearly driven himself crazy with worry about this loss of 
livestock. He had tried everything, protecting them from the elements, 
changing their grazing. Finally, he and his wife, Jaina, stopped to pray. As 
they were praying he was reminded of the verses from Habakkuk listed 
above. He and Jaina took the verses as a banner of hope—their true joy, 
peace and strength do not come from the number of livestock in their fold 
but from the grace of our Lord in Jesus Christ. No plague can take from 
us the blessing of our salvation. 
 Hamit and Jaina laughed 
together about how appropriate the 

Habakkuk text was to their situation, and how—though they often point 
others to the importance of prayer—in the face of this crisis it had taken 
them so long to remember to stop and commit the situation to their Lord 
Jesus. As they prayed together, the peace of the Lord came over them 
and they both slept soundly that evening. That night they lost no more 
livestock. The next day the local veterinarian told them there was now an 
inoculation available to protect against the disease which he would bring 
over the next day. Truly, God answers prayer in more ways than one. 
 This last year has been a challenging one for many facing 
Covid-19, loss of employment and the loss of loved ones. In the midst of 
it all, may we remember as Hamit and Jaina did, that our joy and peace 
rest in the God of our salvation. 

Summer Church Visitation Schedule  
Here’s what is planned for the next two months, after which we hope to return to Mongolia. Come visit us if we 
are in your area! We would love to see you. As the details are finalized, we will post updates to this link: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GoJldCwlASaM4Gh3SACArIZFxHPOspGJxtqzIrEnYQk/edit?usp=sharing  

July 3—Immanuel LC (Mt. Morris), Wild Rose, WI    August 12—Glendale LC, Glendale, MO 
July 4—Zion LC, Fremont, WI          August 13—LCMS International Center, St. Louis, MO 
July 10—Peace LC, Park Falls, WI      August 14 & 15—Immanuel LC, Charleston, IL 
July 11—Hope LC, Land O’ Lakes, WI     August 16—Immanuel LC, Hooper, NE 
July 13—Pilgrim LC, Wauwatosa, WI     August 17—Zion LC, Scotia, NE 
July 18—Emmaus LC (Town Lind), Waupaca, WI  August 18—St. John LC, Lyons, NE 
July 21—Emmaus LC, Poy Sippi, WI     August 19—Word of Life LC, Lincoln, NE 
July 25—Zion LC, Mitchell, SD       August 20—Trinity LC, Glenwood, IA 
July 26—Trinity LC, Belle Fourche, SD     August 21 & 22—Mission Central, Mapleton, IA 
August 1—Living Christ LC, Madison, WI    August 26—Zion LC and St. Peter LC, Embarrass, WI 
August 7 & 8—Prince of Peace LC, Palatine, IL   August 29—Hales Corners LC, Hales Corners, WI 
August 11—Zion LC, Hiawatha, IA     
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
★ Continue to pray for the church in Mongolia 

in the face of  the recent surge in Covid-19 
cases and extension of  related travel and 
meeting restrictions. 

★ Pray for our family as we begin visiting 
churches and supporters across the 
Midwest over the summer. 

★ Praise the Lord for granting His peace and 
joy to Hamit and his family, and for the end 
of  the recent livestock plague! 

★ Praise the Lord that Pastor Azamat and his 
family returned to Mongolia yesterday after 
over a year out of  the country! 
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JULIA’S JOURNAL                   (18 years old)

Despite current coronavirus restrictions, Julia had a 
chance to say some important goodbyes. She was 
able to meet with some of our church families, who 
blessed her “Kazakh style” with their goodbyes; and 
with some close friends, including Nazerke, who 
lived with us for two years and is like an older sister. 
In a couple of weeks, we will send out our July 
newsletter, sharing Julia’s high school graduation 
and her plans for college this fall. We are so proud! 

DANIEL’S DOINGS                      (13 years old)
Daniel is growing into a 
strong young man—and 
likes to demonstrate his 
toughness. We had a 
heavy (for Mongolia) snow 
day at the end of May, and 
decided to go walking 
around in it for an hour. 
Daniel proudly wore his 
shorts, and was none the 
worse for wear. He gladly 
posed for this photo. 

TIMOTHY’S TURN                    (16 years old)
Since our arrival in 
the United States, 
both boys have 
been able to help 
Grandpa Selle quite 
a bit with hauling, 
splitting, and 
stacking wood. 
Timothy was the 
first to be taught to 
use the splitter, and 

together he and Grandpa filled the truck with split 
wood to be hauled back home, stacked neatly, and 
dried. This is relaxation, Wisconsin style! 

ESTHER’S ESCAPADES            (10 years old)   
Esther has 
continued to 
enjoy birding 
with her 
daddy. She 
even bought 
herself a pair 
of binoculars 
with saved up 
birthday and 
Christmas 
money. 
Grandma and 
Grandpa 
Selle’s home 
is a haven for  
birds, so 

Esther is enjoying getting to know them all by name. 
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CONTACT INFO: Mongolia Cell: +976-9414-0443, Email: bakerd@swissmail.org 
Mailing Address: David Baker, Post Office 48A, Post Box 87, 13373 Ulaanbaatar, MONGOLIA 

To financially support the ministry of the Baker family, call 1-712-882-1029, or email Gary.Thies@lcms.org
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