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STATISTICALLY CHALLENGED 
 The odds were against us! We had turned in our documents back 
in early December and were not told then if Julia would be granted her 
residency permit or not. While applying, Julia was still 17, but would be 
18 before leaving the country in June. In early January, I had a 
conversation with an Immigration Officer who informed me that our 
residency cards wouldn’t be available until after January 11th. Julia’s 
birthday was on January 10th! The same officer said they were no longer 
granting exceptions for the Covid-19 border closings to families with adult 
dependents. If Julia’s registration was not granted, she would technically 
be “illegal,” having overstayed her visa. The Immigration Officer said that 
because there are currently no flights out of the country, Julia would not 
be penalized but would be granted an exit visa and have to leave on the 
next flight out of the country.  
 Finally, on January 12th we were informed that our cards were 
ready for pickup. As the issuing Immigration Officer looked through the 
cards before handing them to me, I was waiting for him to inform me of 
Julia’s illegal status. Instead, he said “Everything looks in order,” had me 
sign an acceptance form for our six cards and handed them to me. I 
reread Julia’s card several times before calling Rachel with the news. 
Julia was granted residency until June 30th! Praise the Lord!!! 
 I told Adam Fosse, the LCMS student who volunteers with us, the 
news about Julia’s residency permit and he had an apt response. “The 
odds were against you, but you know what statistical probability is right?” 

Curious, I asked what, to which he replied, “That is when we assign a number for how big of a miracle God is 
going to work!” He, of course, was half joking—but only half. Indeed, our Lord is capable of immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine. Is visa processing too hard for Him? 
 As I reflected on this, it occurred to me that the odds are really against our whole ministry. The Kazakhs 
are only (at the highest estimates) 2/10 of one percent Christian. Most Kazakhs think that to be Kazakh equals 
being Muslim. Praise the Lord that our calling and our success do not depend on human ability or statistical 
analysis, but on the Lord and the power of the Gospel. Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 4:7 (ESV) are appropriate 
here, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to 
us.” Truly, we have seen Him do the biggest miracle of all hundreds of times, as He works through the 
“foolishness” of the Gospel to draw Kazakhs to Him, as He grants to sinners the righteousness that He 
purchased for us on the cross, as He forms a people 
for Himself “from every nation, tribe, people and 
language.” 
 So, we serve and pray, knowing that we depend 
upon our Lord each step of the way. We depend on him 
for our residency permits, just as we do for our daily 
bread. We depend on Him to prepare the hearts of 
those who hear the Message, as much as we depend 
on Him to lead us who preach. “Now to him who is able 
to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, according to the power at work within us, to him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 
3:20-21, ESV) 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
★ Praise the Lord with us that Julia was 

granted her residency permit so that she 
can stay together with the family in 
Mongolia until June! 

★ Pray that the Lord would continue to 
prepare the hearts of  the Kazakh people 
to hear the Word of  God, and that He 
would continue to lead us by His Spirit as 
we proclaim His salvation! 

★ Please continue to lift up our good friends 
Azamat and Dina and family. With the 
border closings extended, their return to 
Mongolia is still on hold. Pray that the Lord 
would give them patience, use them 
mightily during their time in Kazakhstan, 
and allow them to return to Mongolia. 

★ Pray for Azamat’s health as he prepares 
for a gallbladder surgery.
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JULIA’S JOURNAL                   (18 years old)
For years Julia has been 
wanting to learn how to 
cook “lagman,” her 
favorite Central Asian 
noodle dish. However, 
every time we had 
friends show us, they 
ended up cooking it 
themselves with “a pinch 
of this, a scoop of that” 
as directions. Rachel 
researched online for 
directions that we could 
combine with our own 

experiences for a good stay-at-home family birthday 
meal. With a few more practice meals, Julia will be 
ready to take a taste of her childhood with her 
wherever she goes in the world! 

DANIEL’S DOINGS                      (13 years old)
Recently the lockdown has 
been lifted slightly, and we’ve 
been able to get outdoors with 
the kids. It doesn’t matter that 
it’s -20F outside—we bundle 
up and head as far out of the 
city as we are allowed to get 
sunlight and fresh air. Well, 
fresher than the air near our 
apartment anyway. And, 
looking at Daniel’s picture 
here, I wonder how much 

Vitamin D we actually get, as we are literally 
covered up from head to toe! 

TIMOTHY’S TURN                    (16 years old)
The barbers and 
hairdressers have all 
been closed throughout 
the time of lockdown. 
Adam convinced the 
boys that he couldn’t 
make their hair look 
worse than it already 
did. So, we acquired a 
razor to shear our little 
sheep. Timothy was the 
one brave enough to 
take the razor to 

Adam’s mop. They have all been trying to convince 
Daddy, but he has not been brave enough yet to let 
Timothy take the razor to his head! 

ESTHER’S ESCAPADES            (10 years old)    
Again, because 
of the lockdown, 
it was hard to get 
out to buy gifts for 
people. Esther 
had the great 
idea to “hand up” 
the wonderful 
boots that she 
has outgrown to 
her big sister. 
Yes, you caught 
that right—Esther 
is now wearing 
larger shoes than 

her 18-year-old sister. She might just pass us all up! 
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CONTACT INFO: Mongolia Cell: +976-9414-0443, Email: bakerd@swissmail.org 
Mailing Address: David Baker, Post Office 48A, Post Box 87, 13373 Ulaanbaatar, MONGOLIA 

To financially support the ministry of the Baker family, call 1-712-882-1029, or email Gary.Thies@lcms.org
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