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How many warning signs to you think you read in a day—warning signs that you see so often, and seem so obvious that you 

probably don’t pay attention to them anymore. Every electric cord on your house probably has that sticker that says, “Keep away 

from water!” The soaps and detergents in your house have warnings, “Caution, keep out of the reach of children!” or “Swallowing 

could be harmful to your health.” There are warnings on your microwaveables that say, “Caution! Contents will be hot!” At the 

grocery store you might see a “Caution! Wet floor!” sign. In your car, you have warnings about being low on fuel or oil. Warnings are 

everywhere around us to keep us from dangerous situations or harming ourselves. And yet, sometimes we become so preoccupied 

with other things, or so carless about the warnings, that we do end up getting hurt, or something does go wrong….because we don’t 

take the warnings seriously. It almost comes as a shock to us, as if we never saw the warning signs. And to keep from looking foolish, 

maybe we play the ignorant card: “If I would have known that was going to happen, I wouldn’t have done it.”  

The people during the time of Noah were no different. I can just picture the shock on their faces, as the flood gates opened from the 

heavens above and the depths below, looking at one another dumbfounded as they try to get to some higher ground to avoid the 

surge of flood waters. I can picture them pounding on Noah’s ark, begging to come inside, playing the ignorant card, “If we would 

have known, Noah, we would have joined you!” “We would have helped you build that ark!” “Can you please let us in now?”  

Oh the warning signs were there and they were plenty! The people just refused to listen to them. God came to Noah and said, “I am 

going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and 

the earth.” God didn’t specify the exact hour and second that this destruction was going to happen, but he made it very clear—-it’s 

going to happen. And from this time until the flood water’s came— Noah served as the warning to all the people—“Come back to 

the Lord! You will be destroyed, if you don’t heed his warning!” 

 Today we begin the season of Advent. Advent means “coming”. And for as much time this season as we will prepare our hearts for 

the coming of Jesus as the little baby on Christmas morning, this season is also about focusing on the time when Jesus will come 

again to earth on Judgment Day. Like the people of Noah’s time didn’t know the exact day or hour when the flood waters would 

come upon the earth, so also no one knows the time when Jesus will come again to judge the earth. In fact, as we heard in our 

Gospel lesson for today, not even the angels or Jesus himself know when that day will come—-only the Father knows. But what 

Jesus does make very clear is that that day will come. It’s a sure thing. And on that day, all of the unbelievers who refused  to take 

heed of his warning will swept from the face of this earth to an eternal punishment. 

Advent is a time to once again hear that warning sound! The warning that if you reject Jesus in unbelief, that a time will come when 

he will publicly reject you! But this warning isn’t for the unbelievers in the world—-it’s for us as well.  

Can you imagine all of the flak that Noah must have received for building that huge wooden box we know as the ark? Everyday 

people were probably coming up to him saying, “Noah, you’re crazy.” “Noah, look how nice it is outside.” “You really believe that 

this flood is going to happen?” “Quit building that silly thing and go back to your normal life.” And I’m sure the devil tried to plant 

these seeds of doubt and temptation in Noah’s mind, “Is God really serious?” “God would never destroy the whole world would 

he?” “People have been living like this for so long and nothing has happened to them…why now?” Or…“Man…this ark building is 

tough work. It would be really nice to just relax in my house, enjoy time with my family and friends, go back to my old lifestyle, and 

finish this project some other time.” 

 Noah and his family also needed to know about this warning of destruction, so that they too wouldn’t perish like the rest of the 

world. Every time that doubt crept into his mind, or someone urged him to quit being so foolish, that warning from the Lord would 

sound off again! “God has given me specific instructions, and if I don’t follow them or try to take short cuts, then I will be destroyed 

along with everyone else.”  

The warning of judgment when Jesus returns also serves as a wake-up call for us. Keep watch! Be ready! Jesus will come at an 

unexpected time, and you don’t want to be caught off guard! If you are unprepared, then you too will perish eternally like the rest of 

the mankind. And it’s tough, living in a world that has no use for God’s Word to stay focused. People will tell you that that Bible stuff 

is just a way to keep people in fear, to keep them from reaching their full potential as human beings. It’s just a book written by some 

guys a long time ago—-we’ve advanced passed those myths. And it’s tough to see an unbelieving world having fun, enjoying 

everything life has to offer, without a care in the world if what they’re doing is sinful or what their status with God really looks like. 

It’s tempting for us to just put our faith on the shelf for a couple years, and come back to it when it’s convenient for us. And then 

there’s the fact that Jesus still hasn’t come back yet. And the doubts creep into our minds, is it really true that he’s coming? He 

hasn’t done it yet?  



Advent is a time to be reminded that God is serious over sin, and that his judgment is real. Maybe we have given into those doubts, 

or succumbed to temptation, and now it’s time to take heed of Jesus warning once again——I am coming, you can be sure of that, 

so be ready! It’s also time to be reminded of God’s promise. 

You know what separated Noah and his family from everyone else in the world at that time? It really had nothing to do with how 

obedient he was toward God. No what mattered was that God had given Noah a promise. It was through the Word of God, perhaps 

shared by his own parents, that Noah had come to see himself before God as sinful and undesirable. Noah had his own flaws, he had 

his own moments of sinful weakness, but what separated Noah from everyone else is that Noah knew of God’s promise for him to 

send a Savior to deliver him from his sin, from death, and from Satan himself. And as Noah heard that promise, God did something 

beautiful in Noah’s heart. He produced faith, or trust that this promise was certain and sure. And then it was that same faith in God’s 

promise to rescue him from his sin and give him the hope of eternal life, that led Noah to trust all of the other promises God had 

given him. And so Noah trusted that as God was his savior from sin, so also God would be faithful in keeping this seemingly 

ridiculous promise to save him from a world wide flood. It was this faith that gave Noah and his family the desire and the motivation 

to take God’s warnings seriously and carry out the commands he had given, and it happened just as God said it would. The flood 

waters came and lifted that ark off the ground, and Noah and his family were safe and secure while all else was obliterated.  

And friends, our salvation works the exact same way. It starts with a promise. A promise of life and salvation through a Savior. The 

same Savior whom Noah and his family trusted in, except living in 2020, we have the ability to look back and see how God fulfilled 

that promise. Jesus came into this world as the Christ-child at Christmas, he lived a perfect life in our place, suffered the death we 

deserved to die, and rose victoriously on Easter Sunday. And you’ve been connected to that promise and the blessings it brings 

through the waters of your baptism.  

I love the connection between the flood waters and the waters of baptism the Apostle Peter makes in our second lesson for today. 

Normally, we think of the flood waters as something that is destructive, but they were also part of God’s saving plan for Noah and 

his family as they were able to float atop of those waters. When you were brought to the waters of your baptism, there was 

destruction that took place. That old sinful nature that we had since the time we were conceived, that makes us no different before 

God than any other human being—sinful and worthy of condemnation—that old siniful nature was put to death when you were 

brought to the waters of your baptism, because in those waters, you were given a new name, a child of God, and Jesus’ death 

became your death. His blood covered over all your sins. But in those waters of baptism, there was also salvation. And the reason 

the waters of baptism are able to save, is because it’s more than just plain water, but water used in connection with a promise, the 

same promise God held out to Noah and his family, that in Jesus your sins are washed away, that in him you have a new heart, and 

you have life after death. And in baptism, the Lord worked that same saving faith with in your hearts, that allows you to trust this 

and all of the other promises God holds out for you, the same faith that equips and motivates you to take heed of God’s warnings 

and follow closely his commands in a world full of temptation.  

In the end, there were two groups of people: Noah and his family, who were safe in the ark, and those outside of the ark who 

perished. And interestingly enough, those same flood waters that brought about destruction, also brought about salvation for Noah 

and his family. At the end of the world when Christ comes again, there will only be two groups of people: Those who failed to take 

heed of God’s warning and perish eternally and those who are properly prepared—-by the blood of Christ and enjoy the fulfillment 

of their salvation.  

This advent season, as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus, let us take serious God’s warning over sin and judgment. Let 

us confess our sins and fall at his feet for mercy. And then let us take comfort——comfort in the salvation that Jesus won when he 

came into this world as our Savior, and comfort that that same Jesus who will come to judge the unbelievers, will come to take us, 

who have been properly prepared, to spend an eternity with him. Amen. 


