
MORNING MEDITATION 

 

 

HYMN—CW 2—SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME (SEE VIDEO) 

 

 

Savior of the nations, come; Virgin's Son, make here your home. 

Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God 

Was the Word of God made flesh, Woman's offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child Of the virgin undefiled, 

Though by all the world disowned, Yet to be in heav'n enthroned! 

 

From the Father's throne he came And ascended to the same, 

Captive leading death and hell -- High the song of triumph swell! 

 

Praise to God the Father sing, Praise to God the Son, our King, 

Praise to God the Spirit be Ever and eternally. 

 

INVOCATION 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. * 

Group: Amen. 

M: O Lord, open my lips. 

G: And my mouth shall declare your praise. Psalm 51:1 

M: Hasten to save me, O God. 

G: O Lord, come quickly to help me. Psalm 70:1 

M: In the morning, O Lord, you hear my voice;  

G: in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation. Psalm 5:3 

M: We do not make requests of you because we are righteous,  

G: but because of your great mercy. Daniel 9:18 

M: May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;  

G: establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of our hands.  Psalm 

90:17 

M: Let me live that I may praise you,  

G: and may your laws sustain me. Psalm 119:175 

G: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



CONFESSION 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

G: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have failed 

to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. 

Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 

Private confession 

 

ABSOLUTION 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. * 

G: Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

G: Amen.  

 

 

PSALM 24 

Psalm 24 

Of David. A psalm.  

1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it,  
the world, and all who live in it;  

2 for he founded it upon the seas  
and established it upon the waters.  

3 Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?  
Who may stand in his holy place?  

4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart,  
who does not lift up his soul to an idol  
or swear by what is false. 

5 He will receive blessing from the LORD  
and vindication from God his Savior.  

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him,  
who seek your face, O God of Jacob.  Selah  



7 Lift up your heads, O you gates;  
be lifted up, you ancient doors,  
that the King of glory may come in.  

8 Who is this King of glory?  
The LORD strong and mighty,  
the LORD mighty in battle.  

9 Lift up your heads, O you gates;  
lift them up, you ancient doors,  
that the King of glory may come in.  

10 Who is he, this King of glory?  
The LORD Almighty—  
he is the King of glory.  Selah 

 
 

SCRIPTURE (SEE VIDEO) 

 

Genesis 6:1-3, 5-14, 17-22—Sermon Text 

 

The Flood 

6 When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, 
2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and they married any of them 
they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; 
his days will be a hundred and twenty years.”  

5 The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 6 The LORD was grieved that he 
had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD said, “I will wipe 
mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that 
move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.” 8 But Noah 
found favor in the eyes of the LORD.  

9 This is the account of Noah.  

Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. 
10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.  

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how corrupt 
the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 So God said to 
Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. 
I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; 
make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 
17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every 
creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my 
covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ 



wives with you. 19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to 
keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind 
of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to take 
every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.”  

22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him.  
 

 

1 Peter 3:18-22 

 
18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He 

was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and 

preached to the spirits in prison 20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the 

days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 

through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of 

dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with 

angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

 

Mark 13:32-37 

The Day and Hour Unknown 

32 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man 
going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and 
tells the one at the door to keep watch.  

35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come 
back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he 
comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”  
  
 

SERMON—GIFTS OF ADVENT: THE GIFT OF BAPTISM (SEE VIDEO OR PDF) 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed 

     I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

 

 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (SEE VIDEO) 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. * 

I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept me 

this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all 

my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all 

things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

M: May the grace of the Lord Jesus sanctify us and keep us from all evil; may Christ drive all 

hurtful things far from us and purify both our souls and bodies; may Christ bind us to himself 

by the bond of love; and may his peace abound in our hearts. 

G: Amen. 

 

 

HYMN—CW 737—GOD’S OWN CHILD I GLADLY SAY IT (See Video) 

 

God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ! 

He, because I could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasure many? I have one worth more than any 

That brought me salvation free, Lasting to eternity! 

 

Sin, disturb my soul no longer: I am baptized into Christ! 

I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 

Should a guilty conscience seize me Since my baptism did release me 

In a dear forgiving flood, Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 

 

Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ! 

Drop your ugly accusation; I am not so soon enticed. 

Now that to the font I’ve traveled, All your might has come unraveled, 

And, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me! 

 

Death, you cannot end my gladness: I am baptized into Christ! 

When I die, I leave all sadness To inherit paradise! 

Though I lie in dust and ashes Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 

Baptism has the strength divine To make life immortal mine. 

 



There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure! 

Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising: 

I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise!  

 

 

*“In the morning when you get up, make the sign of the holy cross and say, ‘In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.’ ” (The Small Catechism) 

 

 

 

 

 


