
  

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

January 15, 2023 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH   West Des Moines, IA 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today. 
 

Please sign in or drop a connection card in the offering plate, so we may have a record of your 
worship. 

 

THE SERVICE   Service of Word     (as printed) 

 

Serving Today 
 Lay Liturgist  Chris Ragner  

 Accompanist  Teresa Ennen 

 Streaming  Justin Christian 

 Bible Class  Zach Bacon  

 

 

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 

Vacancy Pastor 

Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  Pastor@lhelc.org 

(515) 771-5111 
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380 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun CW 380  (PG 16) 

 
- Please Rise - 
 

Invocation 

M:  The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

Confession of Sins 

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 
us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 
C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my 
guilt. 
  
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God 
give you strength to live according to his will. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Prayer and Praise 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M:  Let us pray 
Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your peo-
ple, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that 
he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. 
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 - Please Be Seated - 

First Reading Isaiah 49:1–6 (EHV) 

Listen to me, you coastlands. 
Pay attention, you faraway peoples! 
The L  called me from the womb. 
When I was inside my mother, he mentioned my name. 

2       He made my mouth like a sharpened sword. 
He hid me in the shadow of his hand. 
He made me a polished arrow. 
He concealed me in his quiver. 

3       He said to me, “You are my servant Israel, 
in whom I will display my glory.” 
 

4       But I said to myself, “I have labored in vain. 
I spent my strength and came up empty, with nothing. 
Yet a just verdict for me rests with the L , 
and my reward is with my God.” 
 

5       But now the L , 
who formed me from the womb to be his servant, 
to turn Jacob back to him, 
so that Israel might be gathered to him, 
so that I will be honored in the eyes of the L , 
because my God has been my strength— 

6       the L  said: 
It is too small a thing that you should just be my servant 

to raise up only the tribes of Jacob 
and to restore the ones I have preserved in Israel, 

so I will appoint you to be a light for the nations, 
so that my salvation will be known to the end of the earth. 
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145B I Will Praise Your Name Forever Psalm 145B 

 

 
  
Great is the L  and most wor- / thy of praise; 
   his greatness no one can / fathom. 
One generation commends your works to an- / other; 
   they tell of your / mighty acts. 
The L  upholds / all who fall 
   and lifts up all who are / bowed down.    Refrain 
  
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the / proper time. 
   You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every / living thing. 
The L  is near to all who / call on him, 
   to all who call on / him in truth. 
He fulfills the desires of those who / fear him; 
   he hears their cry and / saves them. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass 
Tune: Lynn Trapp 
Setting: Lynn Trapp; Lectionary for Mass 
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL (refain). Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
Music: © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
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Second Reading Colossians 2:6–15 (EHV) 
6 Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, 7 by being 
rooted and built up in him, and strengthened in the faith just as you were taught, while you 
overflow in faith with thanksgiving. 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, which are in 
accord with human tradition, namely, the basic principles of the world, but not in accord 
with Christ. 9 For all the fullness of God’s being dwells bodily in Christ. 10 And you have been 
brought to fullness in him. Christ is the head over every ruler and authority. 11 You were also 
circumcised in him, with a circumcision not done by human hands, in the putting off of the 
body of flesh, in the circumcision of Christ, 12 when you were buried with Christ in baptism. 
And in baptism you were also raised with him through the faith worked by the God who 
raised Christ from the dead. 

13 Even when you were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made you alive with Christ by forgiving us all our trespasses. 14 God erased the record of our 
debt brought against us by his legal demands. This record stood against us, but he took it 
away by nailing it to the cross. 15 After disarming the rulers and authorities, he made a public 
display of them by triumphing over them in Christ. 

Verse of the Day  
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 - Please Rise for the Reading of the Gospel - 
 

Gospel Reading John 1:29–41 (EHV) 

29 The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘The 
one coming after me outranks me because he existed before me.’ 31 I myself did not know 
who he was, but I came baptizing with water so that he would be revealed to Israel.” 
 
32 John also testified, “I saw the Spirit descend like a dove from heaven and remain on him. 
33 I myself did not recognize him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to 
me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, he is the one who will bap-
tize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I saw this myself and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 
 
The First Disciples 
35 The next day, John was standing there again with two of his disciples. 36 When John saw 
Jesus passing by, he said, “Look! The Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, 
and they followed Jesus. 
 
38 When Jesus turned around and saw them following him, he asked, “What are you look-
ing for?” 
 
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
 
39 He told them, “Come, and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying. 
They stayed with him that day. It was about the tenth hour. 
 
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John and followed Jesus. 
41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his own brother Simon and say to him, “We have 
found the Messiah!” (which is translated “the Christ”). 
 
After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 
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 - Please Be Seated - 
 

375 Arise and Shine in Splendor CW 375 (PG 17) 

 

SERMON                         Jesus Appears as the Lamb of God       John 1:29-41 

 
- Please Rise - 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

GOOD NEWS FOR KIDS 

THE GATHERING OF THE OFFERING 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into  

 our world to save us from sin and death: 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

 

M: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching 
and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to 
those doomed to death. 

M: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good 
news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to 
speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 

 

M: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you 
and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that 
they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the 
sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn: 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

 

 (Special prayers and intercessions may follow.) 

 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 (Silent prayer.) 

M: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the 
full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of 
triumph. 

C: Amen. 

© 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
- Please Be Seated - 

947 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy CW 947 (PG 18) 

 
- Please Rise - 

Closing Prayer 

M:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us 
strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
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The Benediction 

M:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
  gladness. 
  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.  
  

 
  
  

550 Lamb of God CW 550 (PG 19) 
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THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR   
 January 15—January 22 

 

Today  9:00 am   Worship  
  10:15 am  Sunday School 
     Bible Class Ma hew 12 
 

Thursday 4:30 pm  Catechism Class 
  6:30 pm  Bible Class 

 

Sunday  9:00 am      Worship  
  10:15 am  Sunday School 
     VOTERS MEETING 
     Bible Class Ma hew 13 

    

Prepare for Next Sunday 

For a simple devo onal reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday through 
Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through Saturday. The Word 
for next Sunday: 

Isaiah 8:19-9:4, 1 John 2:3-11, Ma hew 4:12-23 

In Our Prayers 

The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and pe ons for help from his people. 
Please keep these members and families in your prayers. Contact Pastor to add someone 
to this list:    

Ukraine 

 

2022 Year End Giving Reports 

The giving reports for 2022 are in the mailboxes.   
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LOOKING FORWARD ON THE CALENDAR 

Ash Wednesday Thursday, February 23rd @ 6:30 pm 

Lent 2 Thursday, March 2nd  @ 6:30 pm 

Lent 3 Thursday, March 9th  @ 6:30 pm 

Lent 4 Thursday, March 16th  @ 6:30 pm 

Lent 5 Thursday, March 23rd  @ 6:30 pm 

Lent 6 Thursday, March 30th  @ 6:30 pm 

Palm Sunday Sunday, April 2nd @9:00 am 

Maundy Thursday Thursday, April 6 @5:30 pm 

Good Friday Friday, April 7th @ 5:30 pm 

Easter Sunday Sunday, April 9th @ 9:00 am 

Confirmation Sunday Sunday, April 30th @9:00 am 
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MEET YOUR MISSION  
COUNSELORS! 

 

District mission boards (DMBs) and home mission churches are supported 
by three home mission counselors, a Hispanic outreach consultant, a North 
American Asian ministry consultant, and a Campus Ministry Counselor. 
These six mission counselors work with the DMBs to find, evaluate, and de-
velop new home mission locations. They also provide onsite assistance to 
home mission congregations and counseling and training to the new mis-
sionaries who are called to serve them. This support is crucial in guiding mis-
sion congregations on the way to becoming self-supporting congregations. 
 
Rev. Mark Birkholz is a Mission Counselor for the Dakota/Montana, Minneso-
ta, Western Wisconsin, Michigan, North Atlantic, and the eastern half of 
WELS Canada districts. Learn more about Pastor Birkholz and how Mission 
Counselors will assist in the 100 Missions in 10 Years initiative 
at wels100in10.net/timeline/mission-counselors.  
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Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 
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380 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun CW 380 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt. 
Tune:  attr. John C. Hatton, 1710–1793 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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375 Arise and Shine in Splendor CW 375 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Gerhard Gieschen, 1899–1987, alt.; Martin Opitz, 1597–1639, abr. 
Tune: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Heinrich Isaac, c. 1450–1517 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
Tune: Public domain 
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947 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy CW 947 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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550 Lamb of God CW 550 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958 
Tune: Twila Paris, b. 1958 
Text and tune: © 1985 Mountain Spring/Straightway Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
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The Gospels tell only a li le about Jesus’ life as an in-
fant. Then, St. Luke briefly discusses the desire of the 
boy Jesus to be in the temple. Then, Scripture falls si-
lent, telling us nothing about almost two decades of 
Jesus’ life. For most of Jesus’ adult life, he lived quietly 
in Galilee, prac cing the carpentry he had learned from 
his adop ve father, Joseph. Jesus had no followers. Je-
sus was not famous. But at the exact me God the Fa-
ther had appointed, Jesus le  that obscurity behind.  

The word epiphany means “appearance.” In the season 
of Epiphany, we watch Jesus begin his public ministry. 
Jesus makes his first appearances. And in those appear-
ances, it quickly becomes clear that this is more than a 
random carpenter’s son.  

           As Jesus appears, we see exactly who he is and what he 
                                                                                      came to do.  

 

 

JESUS APPEARS AS THE LAMB OF GOD  

For centuries the priests of Israel offered sacrifices to God for sin. Over and over blood flowed, tes fying 
that the penalty of sin was death. But over and over a subs tute stood in the place of the sinner. Count-
less animals died under the priestly knife as genera ons of the faithful brought lamb a er lamb to the 
temple. This week we see the Lamb that God himself was bringing to the temple. This was the Lamb 
that God himself would sacrifice. In the great act that would remove our condemna on, the Messiah 
took our sins, stood in our place, and died as the subs tute for sinful mankind. This was the fulfillment 
of the en re sacrificial system. Every lamb and goat and bird pointed to God’s Lamb who takes away our 
sin. The heart that sees his Savior willingly becoming the Lamb cannot help but take this news of salva-

on to the ends of the earth.  


