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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH   West Des Moines, IA 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today. 
 

Please sign in or drop a connection card in the offering plate, so we may have a record of your 
worship. 

This morning we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper. It is a supper established by Jesus for his 
disciples. St. Paul further states that the supper is an expression of a oneness of belief and 
faith. If you are not a member of the WELS or ELS, we ask that you please speak with the pastor 
before coming to the altar. Thank you. 

 

THE SERVICE   Service of Word and Sacrament (CW93)  (as printed) 

 

Serving Today 
 Lay Liturgist  Andrew Wagner  

 Accompanist  Anna Christian 

 Streaming  Justin Christian 

 Bible Class  Chris Ragner  

 

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 

Vacancy Pastor 

Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  Pastor@lhelc.org 

(515) 771-5111 
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Opening Hymn             384 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed CW 384  

 
- Please Rise - 
 

Invocation 

M:  The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spir-
it be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you 
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
  
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the aton-
ing sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Prayer and Praise 

M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, 
hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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M:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage 
to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 
  
M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
  
M:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your ten-
der care: 

 
  
M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

O Lord, Our Lord 
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Prayer of the Day 

M:  Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved 
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our 
calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
  
 
- Please Be Seated - 
 

First Lesson       Isaiah 42:1–7 (EHV) 
 
       Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
       my chosen one in whom I delight. 
       I am placing my Spirit on him. 
       He will announce a just verdict for the nations. 
 
2     He will not cry out. 
       He will not raise his voice. 
       He will not make his voice heard in the street. 
3     A bent reed he will not break, 
       and a dimly burning wick he will not snuff out. 
       He will faithfully bring forth a just verdict. 
4     He will not burn out, and he will not be broken 
        until he establishes justice on the earth. 
        The coastlands will wait for his law. 
5      This is what the true God says, 
        the Lord who creates the heavens and stretches them out, 
        who spreads out the earth 
        and everything that it produces, 
        who gives breath to the people on it 
        and life to those who walk on it. 
6     I am the Lord. 
        I have called you in righteousness. 
        I will hold on to your hand, 
        and I will guard you. 
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       I will appoint you to be a covenant for the people, 
       to be a light for the nations, 
7     to open the eyes of the blind, 
       to bring the prisoners out from the dungeon, 
       and to bring those who sit in darkness out of prison. 

45B Great Are the Works of the LORD Psalm 45B 

 

 

 
  
My heart is stirred by a / noble theme 
    as I recite my verses / for the king. 
You are the most excel- / lent of men 
    and your lips have been anoint- / ed with grace. 
Gird your sword on your side, you / mighty one; 
    clothe yourself with splendor and / majesty.   Refrain 
  
Your throne, O God, will last for ever and / ever; 
    a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your / kingdom. 
 You love righteousness and hate / wickedness; 
    therefore God, your God, has set you above your com- / panions. 
I will perpetuate your memory through all gener- / ations; 
    therefore the nations will praise you for ever and / ever. 
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Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Music: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 

Second Lesson Acts 10:34–38 (EHV) 

34 Then Peter began to speak: “Now I really am beginning to understand that God does not 
show favoritism, 35 but in every nation, anyone who fears him and does what is right is accepta-
ble to him. 36 He sent his word to the people of Israel, proclaiming the good news of peace 
through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
37 “You know what happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John preached. 38 God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He 
went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the Devil, because God was 
with him. 

Verse of the Day  

 

 

 

 
  
- Please Rise for the Reading of the Gospel - 
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Gospel Lesson Matthew 3:13–17 (EHV) 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the Jordan. 14 But John tried to stop 
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?” 
15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, because it is proper for us to fulfill all righteous-
ness.” Then John let him. 16 After Jesus was baptized, he immediately went up out of the water. 
Suddenly, the heavens were opened for him! He saw the Spirit of God, descending like a dove 
and landing on him, 17 and a voice out of the heavens said, “This is my Son, whom I love. I am 
well pleased with him.” 
  
After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
  
 
- Please Be Seated - 
 

377 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord CW 377  

 

SERMON Jesus Appears as the Anointed One         Acts 10:34-38  

 
- Please Rise - 
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The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
- Please Be Seated - 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE OFFERING 
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Prayer of the Church 

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from 
your hand; the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure 
of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow 
with one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s 
body and blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of 
grace, you send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian 
Church on earth. 

C: Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love for one 
another. 
 

M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage, 
and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face 
the evils of each day with fresh confidence.  

Open our lips to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your 
Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the government, 
and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of society. Remember in mer-
cy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your healing to troubled homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness. 

  

 (Special prayers and intercessions may follow.) 

  

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

  

 (Silent prayer.) 

  

M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all 
things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 

 
M:  The Lord be with you. 

 
  
M:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing.  Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to those living in 
darkness and in the shadow of death.  Now have come the salvation and the power and the 
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
  
 

O Christ, Lamb of God 
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- Please Be Seated - 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

689 Renew Me, O Eternal Light CW 689  

 
- Please Rise - 
 

Thank the Lord 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming 
again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness 
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
  
 

The Benediction 

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
  
 

374 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here CW 374  
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THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR   
 January 8—January 15 

 

Today  9:00 am   Worship w/Communion 
  10:15 am  Sunday School 
     Bible Class Ma hew 11 
 
  11:30 am  Remove Christmas Decora ons 

 

Thursday 4:30 pm  Catechism Class 
  6:30 pm  Bible Class 

 

Sunday  9:00 am      Worship  
  10:15 am  Sunday School 
     Bible Class Ma hew 12 

    

Prepare for Next Sunday 

For a simple devo onal reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday through 
Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through Saturday. The Word 
for next Sunday: 

Isaiah 49:1-6, Colossians 2:6-15, John 1:29-41 

 

In Our Prayers 

The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and pe ons for help from his people. 
Please keep these members and families in your prayers. Contact Pastor to add someone 
to this list:    

Ukraine 
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Voters Meeting 
 
Next Voters meeting is after Worship on Sunday, January 22 

Ash Wednesday February 22nd 

Easter Sunday April 9th 

 

 

January Forward in Christ 

The January issue of Forward in Christ is on the shelf by the mailboxes You may also read it 
at forwardinchrist.net at any me.  

Dig into the Psalms this new year! 

A new Bible Study begins on page 33, which highlights specific psalms and their messages 
for our lives today.  

Read Psalms from start to finish using Forward in Christ’s new six-month series found on 
page 29.  

A er an unexpected death, family members share the comfort we all have through God’s 
gospel promises. Read this on page 10. 

On page 20, meet Adalynn and Caleb Darowski, twins born four months early. Their story 
a ests to the sanc ty of life at any age. 

How can you be er manage God’s gi s this year? Dave Scharf offers ideas for improving 
stewardship of your talents, me, temple, truth and treasures - all to glorify God. Find this 
on page 14. 

Rev. James Pope starts this month as FIC’s execu ve editor. On page 34, read his new col-
umn “Before you go”. It will contain his insights and final thoughts on each month’s issue.  
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MEET YOUR MISSION  
COUNSELORS! 

 

District mission boards (DMBs) and home mission churches are supported 
by three home mission counselors, a Hispanic outreach consultant, a North 
American Asian ministry consultant, and a Campus Ministry Counselor. 
These six mission counselors work with the DMBs to find, evaluate, and de-
velop new home mission locations. They also provide onsite assistance to 
home mission congregations and counseling and training to the new mis-
sionaries who are called to serve them. This support is crucial in guiding mis-
sion congregations on the way to becoming self-supporting congregations. 
 
Rev. Mark Birkholz is a Mission Counselor for the Dakota/Montana, Minneso-
ta, Western Wisconsin, Michigan, North Atlantic, and the eastern half of 
WELS Canada districts. Learn more about Pastor Birkholz and how Mission 
Counselors will assist in the 100 Missions in 10 Years initiative 
at wels100in10.net/timeline/mission-counselors.  
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The Gospels tell only a li le about Jesus’ life as an in-
fant. Then, St. Luke briefly discusses the desire of the 
boy Jesus to be in the temple. Then, Scripture falls si-
lent, telling us nothing about almost two decades of 
Jesus’ life. For most of Jesus’ adult life, he lived quietly 
in Galilee, prac cing the carpentry he had learned from 
his adop ve father, Joseph. Jesus had no followers. Je-
sus was not famous. But at the exact me God the Fa-
ther had appointed, Jesus le  that obscurity behind.  

The word epiphany means “appearance.” In the season 
of Epiphany, we watch Jesus begin his public ministry. 
Jesus makes his first appearances. And in those appear-
ances, it quickly becomes clear that this is more than a 
random carpenter’s son.  

           As Jesus appears, we see exactly who he is and what he 
                                                                                      came to do.  

 

 

Jesus Appears as the Anointed One  

“Christ” is not Jesus’ last name, of course. It is a tle. The Greek word “Christ” and the Hebrew word 
“Messiah” both mean the same thing—“The Anointed One.” Anoin ng was the prac ce of pouring liq-
uid (typically oil) over the head of someone to signify selec on for some special task. However, when 
the Lord anointed heroes to do his saving work, what he poured over them was his Spirit. For centuries 
people of faith had pa ently waited for the promised Messiah, the servant of God who would bring the 
salva on we so desperately need. The me had come for Jesus to be revealed as the fulfillment of that 
divine promise. So, Christ our Lord came to the Jordan River to be bap zed, that he might be recognized 
by John and revealed to Israel. At his bap sm Jesus was anointed—marked as God’s special servant and 
empowered by the Spirit of the Lord.  


