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FAITH THAT DELIGHTS IN DUTY  
 

October 2, 2022 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, October 2, 2022 

 
 

 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today. 

 

Please sign in so we may have a record of your worship. 
 

 

THE SERVICE  Setting I     pg 154 

 
 
Serving Today 
 Rev. Mark Birkholz, WELS Mission Counselor 
 
 Accompanist Teresa Ennen 
 Streaming Justin Christian  
  
 
Thank You 
Thank you to Pastor Birkholz for sharing God’s Word with us this  
morning in worship and Bible study.  

 
 

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 
 

Vacancy Pastor 
Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  Pastor@lhelc.org 

(515) 771-5111 
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748 Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly CW 748 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Stand 
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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness, keep us safe from every evil of body and 
soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

First Reading 1 Chronicles 29:1-2,10–18 

King David said this to the whole assembly: 

My son Solomon, the one God has chosen, is young and inexperienced. The work is 
great because this citadel is not for a man. It is for the Lord God. 2 According to all 
my strength, I have provided these things for the house of my God: gold for the 
gold items, silver for the silver, bronze for the bronze, iron for the iron, wood for 
the wooden, onyx stones and settings, antimony, stones of many different colors, 
every kind of precious stone, and alabaster in abundance. 

 
10 David blessed the Lord in the presence of the entire assembly. He said: 

 

Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, our father, from eternity to eternity. 11 To 
you, O Lord, belong greatness, power, glory, victory, and majesty, because every-
thing in the heavens and on the earth belongs to you. You, Lord, are exalted as 
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head above everything. The kingdom belongs to you. 12 Riches and honor come from 
you. You are ruling over everything. In your hand are power and strength. It is in 
your power to make anyone great and strong. 13 Now, our God, we are thanking you 
and praising your glorious name. 

 
14 Who am I? Who are my people that we are able to offer willingly like this? For eve-
rything comes from you. What we have given to you came from your hand. 15 We are 
aliens and temporary residents before you, as were all our fathers. Our days on the 
earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope of staying. 

 
16 Lord, our God, all this abundance, which we have provided for building a house for 
you, for your holy name, is from your hand. This abundance belongs to you. 

 
17 I know, my God, that you test the heart, and you take pleasure in uprightness. In 
the uprightness of my heart I have freely offered all these things. Now with joy I see 
your people, who are present here to bring the offering freely to you. 

 
18 Lord, the God of our fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, preserve forever this pur-
pose and way of thinking in the heart of your people. Direct their heart to you. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day             62B Rest in God Alone Psalm 62B 
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 Truly my soul finds / rest in God; 
    my salvation / comes from him. 
Truly he is my rock and my sal- / vation; 
    he is my fortress, I will never be / shaken. 
Yes, my soul, find / rest in God; 
    my hope / comes from him.   Refrain 
  
Though your rich- / es increase, 
    do not set your / heart on them. 
My salvation and my honor de- / pend on God; 
    he is my mighty rock, my / refuge. 
Trust in him at all times, you / people; 
    pour out your hearts to him, for God is our / refuge. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

 

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 1:1–5,11-12 

Paul, Silas, and Timothy, 

 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
3 We are always obligated to thank God for you, brothers, as is fitting, because your 
faith is growing more and more, and the love that each and every one of you has for 
one another is increasing. 4 So we ourselves boast about you in God’s churches in 
regard to your patient endurance and faith in all your persecutions and in the trials 
that you are enduring. 5 This is evidence of God’s righteous verdict that resulted in 
your being counted worthy of God’s kingdom, for which you also suffer. 
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11 For this reason, we are always praying for you, that our God will make you worthy 
of your calling and use his power to fulfill every good desire and work of your 
faith, 12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you and you in 
him, in keeping with the grace of our God and Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation CW 161 

 

 
 

Gospel Luke 17:1–10 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one 
through whom they come! 2 It would be better for that person if a millstone would 
be hung around his neck and he would be thrown into the sea than for him to cause 
one of these little ones to sin. 3 Watch yourselves. 
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“If your brother sins, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive him. 4 Even if he sins against 
you seven times in a day, and seven times returns to you and says, ‘I repent,’ forgive 
him.” 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” 

 

6 The Lord said, “If you had faith like a mustard seed, you could tell this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 7 Which one of 
you who has a servant plowing or taking care of sheep will say to him when he 
comes in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at the table’? 8 Won’t the master 
tell him instead, ‘Prepare my supper, and after you are properly dressed, serve me 
while I eat and drink. After that you may eat and drink’? 9 He does not thank the 
servant because he did what he was commanded to do, does he? 10 So also you, 
when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants. 
We have only done what we were supposed to do.’” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
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735 Before You I Kneel CW 735 
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Sermon Luke 17:1 - 10 

Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of 
your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the 
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
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 Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may 
grow and love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them 
in lives of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 
of life. 

  

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, 
and judge our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine 
and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose 
work is difficult or dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name 
the person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for 
the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 
  

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now 
rest from their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are 
mourning or living with sadness. 
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
Amen. 
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Good News for Kids  
 
Offering 

739 Forth in Your Name, O Lord, I Go CW 739 

 

 

 
 
Stand 
 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and com-
forted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

868 By Faith CW 868 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–5 
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4  
By faith the church was called to go 
in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost 
to deliver captives and to preach good news 
in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain) 

5  
By faith this mountain shall be moved 
and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 
for we know in Christ all things are possible 
for all who call upon his name. (Refrain) 
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THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR   October 2—October 9 
 
Today  9:00 am   Worship  
   10:25 am  Sunday School 

     Bible Class 
         

Thursday 4:40 pm  Catechism Class 
   6:30 pm  Bible Class—End Times  

 
Sunday 9:00 am      Worship w/Communion 

  10:25 am  Sunday School 
     Bible Class 

 
Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday 
through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through 
Saturday.  
 
The Word for next Sunday: 

Genesis 8:15-22, 2 Corinthians 9:10-15, Luke 17:11-19 

 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his peo-
ple. Please keep these members and families in your prayers.  
Contact Pastor to add someone to this list. 
 

Dylan and Ursula Heuer—expecting in October 
Zach and Rylee Bacon—expecting in November 
Ken Gibb—lung transplant recovery 
Donna Ragner—heart surgery (postponed) 
Carolyn Stroh—stroke recovery 
 
 

 



19 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Catechism Class       September 29 
 4:30—5:30pm 
 
Thursday Bible Class        September 29 
 6:30 pm 
 
New Member Course      October 15 
 9 am—Noon 
 
Voters Meeting       October 16 
 10:15am  
 
LWMS Fall Meeting         October 29 
Joint Reformation Service      October 29 
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Thank You to the volunteers at the Fall Cleanup Day, Sept 24.      
 
A lot of tree and shrub trimming, in addition to garage cleaning and even 
organizing in the storage cabinets! 
 
There are items available to take home on the white tables in the fellowship 
area. 
 
There are also many tasks on the list that were not completed.     A list will 
be posted on the bulletin board and we may schedule another Saturday 
soon. 
 

 
 
Cleaning Schedule 

We have a new Monthly cleaning schedule posted on the bulletin board, 
ready for volunteer sign ups. 

 

Beautiful Savior Social Media 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMua80WhNDV70BltEZNkUsg 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/beautifulsaviorwdsm 

Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/beautifulsaviorlutheranc/ 

TikTok:   https://www.tiktok.com/@beautifulsaviorlutheran?lang=en 

Acknowledgments 

Setting One from Christian Worship 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Ver-

sion®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of 
Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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EVERYONE 

is invited to attend the 
Joint LWMS Fall Rally  

(Wild Rose and Great River Circuits) 
and Reformation Service 

 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Cedar Rapids, IA 
Saturday, October 29, 2022 

 
 
   AGENDA 
 
12:45-1:15  Registration 
1:15—1:30 Opening devotion 
1:30—2:45 Speaker— 
    Shannon Bohme on  
    WELS Mission Journeys 
2:45—3:30 Business Meeting 
3:30   Closing prayer 
4:00—5:00 Worship 
5:15   Meal 
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TOGETHER 
Go.” It begins with that one word from our Savior as he sends us to carry out the mission he 

has given us. He wants us to go to our families, to our friends and co-workers, to our communi-
ties, and, in fact, to all the world. But going is not enough. It’s what he gives us to take along 
when we go that is at the heart of that mission. He sends us to go with a message—a lifechang-
ing and soul-saving message—of a Savior who came to this world to rescue people from guilt, 
despair, and eternal death. “Go . . . and preach the gospel!” (Mark 16:15). 

 

At our synod’s convention in 2021, delegates heard about an ambitious proposal to further the 
spread of the saving gospel. Rev. Mark Gabb, chairman of the WELS Board for Home Missions, 
outlined a plan to establish 100 new home missions and enhance 75 existing ministries in 10 
years. It was a breathtakingly ambitious idea, but it was one that the delegates of the convention 
endorsed without hesitation. Since that convention, the Board for Home Missions has been 
working to develop plans and strategies for accomplishing that goal—a goal we know can only 
be reached with the blessing of our gracious God. 

 

Through the collective efforts of WELS and all our congregations, members, and affiliated minis-
tries, we want to aggressively reach lost souls. Here’s how you can help: 

 

Pray: This is no small thing. Pray that the Lord of the church would provide workers. Pray for our 
WELS Home Missions leaders, our home missionaries, and our worker training schools as they 
recruit and train future missionaries. Pray that the Lord provides us with the financial support 
needed to do the work. 

 

Get Involved: Talk with your district mission board to see what you or your congregation might 
do to get involved in this synod-wide church planting effort. Encourage young men and women 
in your church to consider full-time ministry. Ask your pastor to keep our synod’s work in your 
congregational prayers and provide updates on a regular basis. 

 

Give: You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. He was rich, yet he became poor so that 
through his poverty we might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9). God’s generosity has resulted in 
the riches of forgiveness, peace, joy, and hope. Let that move you to give generously to your 
local congregation, to your synod through your church, and to this initiative. 

 

The 100 Missions in 10 Years effort is not about numbers and statistics. Rather, it is simply a 
concerted effort to boldly take the gospel to people in new locations throughout the country. And 
when the gospel is preached and proclaimed, the Holy Spirit works in his way and in his time to 
build his church. 

Serving him, 
WELS President Mark Schroeder 

Learn more at wels100in10.net.  
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A new approach to African mission work 

 

In May and June of this year, three of WELS’ sister church bodies in Cameroon and Nigeria graduat-
ed a combined 25 men after five years of seminary studies. Seven of those men will serve as pas-
tors in the Lutheran Church of Cameroon (LCC); nine will serve Christ the King Lutheran Church of 
Nigeria; and nine will serve All Saints Lutheran Church of Nigeria. 

 

Mission work in Africa looks significantly different now than it did 30 years ago. Gone are the days of 
American seminary-trained pastors driving out to remote African villages to preach in churches. 
“Years ago, we had the idea that we were going to bring what we knew from the United States and 
just transplant that into Africa. It was generally missionary-driven,” says Rev. Dan Kroll, a One Africa 
Team missionary based in Malawi. 

 

Now the relationship between WELS missionaries and our African church bodies is shifting to one of 
partnership. 

 

The ministerial training of the recent Cameroonian and Nigerian graduates demonstrates this shift. 
At the outset of the LCC’s five-year seminary program, Kroll was working in person to hand the 
worker training program over to the capable, spirit-driven men of Africa. Kroll’s time in Cameroon 
soon came to an unexpected end, however, when COVID-related challenges and dangerous politi-
cal unrest made face-to-face contact with the men impossible for the final three years. The situation 
in Nigeria was similar. 

 

Suddenly, the African teachers in both Cameroon and Nigeria bore the responsibility for completing 
the seminarians’ training. While Kroll and Rev. Dan Witte, a One Africa Team missionary based in 
Zambia, worked tirelessly to provide guidance and materials via e-mail, the stunted communication 
proved challenging. 

 

But the Lord promises us in Isaiah 55:11 that when his Word is preached, his purposes are fulfilled. 
Kroll explains, “The men graduated, and they’re going to be in ministry. They studied, and the Holy 
Spirit will strengthen them and encourage them and put out whatever he wants to put out.” 

 

The next seminary class began its studies this month, with the African national pastors now taking 
the lead in the training. “Now it’s their thing, and we’re going to assist,” says Witte. “It’s important for 
us to empower people with Holy Spirit-given gospel gifts to do their thing their way, as opposed to us 
saying, ‘How can they replicate our thing our way?’” 

 

Witte and Kroll recently met in Cameroon with their African brothers to preview course materials and 
seek feedback as the national pastors work to shape their own ministerial programs. “Our goal is to 
work ourselves out of a job,” Witte explains. “Our goal is that on the day we need to leave, [this min-
istry] is in someone else’s hands.” 

 

Learn more about work in Africa at wels.net/missions/africa. Read more about our African partners 
at forwardinchrist.net/doing-their-thing-their-way. 
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We sometimes use the word faith very 
casually. “You got to have faith.” “Keep 
the faith.” “Make a leap of faith.” As Je-
sus’ journey to Jerusalem nears its con-
clusion, he begins to talk about faith in 
ways that are anything but casual. He 
says profound things about the power of 
faith: “If you have faith as small as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this mul-

berry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you” (Luke 
17:6). Or “Your faith has made you well” (Luke 17:19). In thinking about his sec-
ond coming, Christ wistfully wonders, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on the earth?” Jesus’ words are serious and compelling. They force us to 
consider what true, saving faith is. They make us ask if we have such faith. But 
most of all, Jesus’ words move us to run to our God and beg him for more of it. 
Lord, increase our faith!  
 
 

Faith that Delights in Duty  

 
Look up “duty” in the dictionary. It’s defined as “something that one is expected 
or required to do.” Look up “duty” in a thesaurus. Some of its synonyms: chore, 
burden, obligation, work. “Duty” can carry some strong negative connotations. 
Now, consider this. In the world, as you rise through the ranks, you are able to 
leave many duties behind. For example, if you are high-up on the corporate lad-
der, you can delegate things you don’t want to do to someone else. In Christ’s 
kingdom it works just the opposite. An increase in faith does not lessen duties 
at all. It increases opportunities to serve God and others. Increased faith means 
increased obligations and work. But here’s the good news. The same faith that 
increases our duties leads us to delight in them. For through faith we know that 
we serve the one who first came to serve us. We consider it a privilege to imi-
tate Christ in our service to others. Just as his service to us brought him great 
joy, so does our service to others.  


