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Serve God with Money;  
You Can’t Serve God and Money    

 
September 18, 2022 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, September 18, 2022 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today. 

 

Please sign in so we may have a record of your worship. 
 

This morning we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper. It is a supper 
established by Jesus for his disciples. St. Paul further states that the 
supper is an expression of a oneness of belief and faith. If you are not a 
member of the WELS or ELS, we ask that you please speak with the pastor 
before coming to the altar. Thank you. 
 

THE SERVICE  Service of Word and Sacrament        printed 

Serving Today 
 
 Lay Liturgist  Andrew Wagner 
 Accompanist  Teresa Ennen 
 Special Music  Sunday School Sings 
 Streaming  Zach Bacon  
 Bible Study  Andrew Wagner 

 
 
 

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 
 

Vacancy Pastor 
Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  Pastor@lhelc.org 

(515) 771-5111 
 



3 

OPENING HYMN    

708 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing   CW 708 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–1790, alt. 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

STAND  
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M:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
M:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 

hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie 

M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude 
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

M:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the 
courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O 
Christ. 
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M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here 
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

M:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in 
your tender care: 

 

 

 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

O LORD, OUR LORD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your 
never-failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in 
the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 
 
 
 

BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 

 

FIRST LESSON       Ecclesiastes 5:10-20 (EHV) 
Anyone who loves money is never satisfied with money, and anyone who loves 

wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is vanishing vapor. 
11When goods increase, so do those who eat them. What profit, then, does the owner 

get, except to see these things with his eyes? 
12The worker’s sleep is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but a rich person’s 

abundant possessions allow him no sleep. 
13I have seen a sickening evil under the sun—wealth hoarded by its owner to his 

own harm, 14or wealth that is lost in a bad investment. Or a man fathers a son, but he has 
nothing left in his hand to give him. 15As he came out from his mother’s womb, so he 
will go again, naked as he came. From his hard work he can pick up nothing that he can 
carry away in his hand. 16This too is a sickening evil: Just as he came, so he will go. So 
what does he gain, he who works for the wind? 17Besides this, during all his days he eats 
in darkness, with great frustration, sickness, and anger. 
18So then, here is what I have seen to be good: It is beautiful to eat, to drink, and to look 
for good in all a person’s hard work which he has done under the sun, during the few 
days of his life that God has given him, for that is his reward. 19Likewise, for everyone 
to whom God has given wealth and riches, if God has also given him ability to eat from 
it, to enjoy his reward, and to rejoice in the results of his hard work—this is a gift of 
God, 20for the man seldom reflects on the days of his life, since God keeps him busy 
with the joy in his heart. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY        Psalm  128 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke Tune: Stephen P. Johnson Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
722518 Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722518 

 

 
SECOND LESSON     1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 (EHV) 

But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into the 
world, and we certainly cannot take anything out. 8But if we have food and clothing, 
with these we will be satisfied. 
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9Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and many foolish and 
harmful desires, which plunge them into complete destruction and utter ruin. 10For the 
love of money is a root of all sorts of evils. By striving for money, some have wandered 
away from the faith and have pierced themselves with many pains. 
17Instruct those who are rich in this present age not to be arrogant or to put their hope in 
the uncertainty of riches, but rather in God, who richly supplies us with all things for our 
enjoyment. 18Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and 
willing to share. 19In this way they are storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAND 

GOSPEL             Luke 16:1-13 (EHV) 
Jesus also said to his disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager who was 

accused of wasting his possessions. 2The rich man called him in and said to him, ‘What 
is this that I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you can no 
longer be manager.’ 

3“The manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, since my master is taking away the 
management position from me? I am not strong enough to dig. I am ashamed to beg.  
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4I know what I will do, so that when I am removed from my position as manager, 
people will receive me into their houses.’ 

5“He called each one of his master’s debtors to him. He asked the first, ‘How much 
do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘Six hundred gallons of olive oil.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and write three hundred.’ 7Then he said to another, 
‘How much do you owe?’ And he said, ‘Six hundred bushels of wheat.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill and write four hundred and eighty.’ 

8“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. 
For the children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation 
than the children of the light. 9I tell you, make friends for yourselves with unrighteous 
so that when it runs out, they will welcome you into the eternal dwellings. 10The person 
who is faithful with very little is also faithful with much. And the person who is 
unrighteous with very little is also unrighteous with much. 11So if you have not been 
faithful with unrighteous mammon who will entrust you with what is really valuable? 
12If you have not been faithful with what belongs to someone else, who will give you 
something to be your own? 13No servant can serve two masters. Indeed, either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and mammon.” 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 
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HYMN OF THE DAY All Depends on Our Possessing   807 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Well he knows what best to grant me; all the longing hopes that haunt me, joy and sorrow, 
have their day. I shall doubt his wisdom never; as God wills, so be it ever; I commit to him my 
way. 
 
6 If my days on earth he lengthen, he my weary soul will strengthen; all my trust in him I 
place. Earthly wealth is not abiding, like a stream away is gliding; safe I anchor in his grace. 
 

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Andächtige Haus-Kirche, Nürnberg, 1676 Tune: adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758; Johann Löhner, 1645–1705 Text 
and tune: Public domain 
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SERMON        Hard Truth: You Can’t Serve God and Money      

     1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 
 

STAND 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH - NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made,  
 of one being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
 and became fully human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 
 
OFFERING 
 

STAND  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we 

receive from your hand; the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the 
joy of life and the pleasure of friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the 
privilege to share happiness and sorrow with one another. Above all we praise and 
thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and blood, which you give 
us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you send the 
Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church 
on earth. 

C:  Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our 
love for one another. 

 
M: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose 

courage, and grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. 
Give us strength to face the evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips 
to speak of your grace, and move us to use the gifts that you give us to share your 
Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the family, the school, the 
government, and all good institutions that you have established for the benefit of 
society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering, and bring your 
healing to troubled homes and lives. 

C: Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness. 
 

 (Special prayers and intercessions may follow.) 
 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
  

 (Silent prayer.) 
 

M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to 
overcome all things through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness of sins 
and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the 
fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

 

 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing.  

 He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us 
when we are weak.  

 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
thanks and honor and glory forever and ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15    
   
   

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  Angus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN     Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared  667 
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5 Though reason cannot understand, yet faith this truth embraces: your body, Lord, is even 
now at once in many places. I leave to you how this can be; your Word alone suffices me; 
    I trust its truth unfailing. 
 
6 Lord, I believe what you have said; help me when doubts assail me. Remember that I am 
but dust, and let my faith not fail me. Your supper in this vale of tears refreshes me and stills 
my fears and is my priceless treasure. 
 
7 Grant that we worthily receive your supper, Lord, our Savior, and, truly grieving for our 
sins, may prove by our behavior that we are thankful for your grace and day by day may run 
our race, in holiness increasing. 
 
8 For your consoling supper, Lord, be praised through out all ages! Preserve it, for in ev’ry 
place the world against it rages. Grant that this sacrament may be a blessèd comfort unto me 
    when living and when dying. 
Text: tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.; Samuel Kinner, 1603–1668 

Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

STAND 
 
THANK THE LORD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 
may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 
may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the 
Lord with gladness.  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor and (+) 
give you peace. 

 
 

BE SEATED 
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CLOSING HYMN        Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters 678  

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Emilie Juliane von Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, 1637–1706, abr. 
Tune: Christian Möck, 1737–1818 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR   September 11—18 
 
Today  9:00 am   Worship w/Communion 
   10:25 am  Sunday School 

     Bible Class 
  6:30pm  Church Council    
   

Saturday 9:00 am  Fall Church Cleanup  
 

Sunday 9:00 am      Worship w/Communion 
  10:25 am  Sunday School 
     Bible Class 

    
 
Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday 
through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through 
Saturday.  
 
The Word for next Sunday: 

Amos 6:1-7, Hebrews 13:1-6, Luke 16:19-31 

 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his 
people. Please keep these members and families in your prayers.  
Contact Pastor to add someone to this list. 
 

Ukraine 
Dylan and Ursula Heuer—expecting in October 
Zach and Rylee Bacon—expecting in November 
Ken Gibb—lung transplant recovery 
Donna Ragner—health 
Carolyn Stroh—stroke recovery 
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New Bible Class begins Today 
 

Gospel of Matthew 
Matthew reveals to us how Jesus taught his disciples to make disciples of 
others. In today’s religious world, there is much discussion about what 
makes a Christian a disciple. Some distinguish between mere believers and 
real disciples. Believers, they say, focus on faith in Christ and doctrine, while 
disciples really seek to let God guide their lives. Scripture makes no such 
distinction. Matthew tells us to watch Jesus, learn who he is, and see his 
compassion and power and how he ushers in the kingdom of God. Watch 
him die for our sins and rise again. As we do this, we will be willing and able 
to follow him and grow in our ability to live for him  

 
 
Call Returned 
 

Pastor Pfeifer returned his call to Kendall and Ontario, WI. This means he will 
continue to serve at Lincoln Heights and as vacancy pastor at Beautiful 
Savior.  
 
May the Lord send more workers into his harvest field to serve as pastors to 
fill the vacancies in our congregations and teachers to fill vacancies in our 
Lutheran school classrooms.  

 
Fall Church Cleanup 
 

Many hands make light work 
  Indoor / Outdoor 
    Big tasks / small tasks 
      All skill levels  

 
 
 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/beautifulsaviorwdsm 
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/beautifulsaviorlutheranc/ 

TikTok:  https://www.tiktok.com/@beautifulsaviorlutheran?lang=en 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Catechism Class       September 29 
 4:30—5:30pm 
 
Thursday Bible Class        September 29 
 6:30 pm 
 
New Member Course      October 15 
 9 am—Noon 
 
Voters Meeting       October 16 
 10:15am  
 
LWMS Fall Meeting         October 29 
Joint Reformation Service      October 29 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church -  Cedar Rapids, IA 
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EVERYONE 
is invited to attend the 

Joint LWMS Fall Rally  
(Wild Rose and Great River Circuits) 

and Reformation Service 
 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
Cedar Rapids, IA 

Saturday, October 29, 2022 
 
 
   AGENDA 
 
12:45-1:15  Registration 
1:15—1;30 Opening devotion 
1:30—2:45 Speaker— 
   Shannon Bohme on  
   WELS Mission Journeys 
2:45—3:30 Business Meeting 
3:30   Closing prayer 
4:00—5:00 Worship 
5:15   Meal 
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 “Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching 
as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus 
knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to 
die. If you expect Jesus to use these final teaching op-
portunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know 
him well. With a sense of extreme urgency, Jesus shares 
truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear 
them. As Jesus teaches hard truth, he challenges con-
ventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural 
order of things. This should not surprise us, considering 
this Teacher’s life and work are the opposite of what 
one would expect. When the truth is hard to hear, the 
first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that with 
Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth is hard 

to hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to 
court eternal death. Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to 
heart what Jesus says! For his Word, though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life.  
 
Serve God with Money; You Can’t Serve God and Money  
There are more than 2,300 Bible passages that speak about money. Why? Money is a 
master Satan frequently tempts us to serve. And that evil foe knows how successful 
his efforts with money can be. Money provides us with a false comfort and a sense 
of security. It serves as a source of pride. It serves as a wonderful tool for a favorite 
pastime: justifying ourselves in our own eyes and the eyes of others. Jesus knows 
that serving money makes it impossible to serve God. The human heart is not big 
enough for both. As a result, Jesus does all he can to expose the futility of serving 
money. He also helps us see that the only one truly worth serving is our gracious, 
loving God. When we serve God, money is put in its proper place. Instead of money 
being a lord to serve, it becomes a resource for serving the Lord. This is the hard 
truth. There is no way for us to serve both God and money. But we can serve God 
with our money.  


