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The Humble Will Be Exalted;  

  The Exalted Will Be Humbled   
 
 

August 28, 2022 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, August 28, 2022 
 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today. 

 

Please sign in so we may have a record of your worship. 
 

This morning we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper. It is a supper 
established by Jesus for his disciples. St. Paul further states that the 
supper is an expression of a oneness of belief and faith. If you are not a 
member of the WELS or ELS, we ask that you please speak with the 
pastor before coming to the altar. Thank you. 
 

THE SERVICE  Setting I     pg 154 

Serving Today 
 
 Lay Liturgist Andrew Wagner 
 Accompanist Charla Buldhaupt 
 Streaming  Val Finestead  
 Bible Study Andrew Wagner 

 
 
 

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 
 

Vacancy Pastor 
Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  Pastor@lhelc.org 

(515) 771-5111 
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776 With the Lord Begin Your Task   CW 776 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt.; Morgen- und Abend-segen, Waldenburg, 1734, abr. 
Tune: Peter Frank, 1616–1675 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand for the last verse 
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In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Je-
sus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

  Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
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Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by your Holy Spirit to follow the example 
of your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the dev-
il and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

First Reading Isaiah 66:18–24 (EHV) 
6    Do not honor yourself in a king’s presence. 
   Do not stand in a place reserved for great people,   
7   because it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
   than for you to be humiliated before a ruler 
        whom your eyes have seen.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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112A Light Dawns in the Darkness  Psalm 112A 

 

 

 
  
Blessed are those who / fear the L , 
    who find great delight in / his commands. 
Wealth and riches are in their / houses, 
    and their righteousness endures for- / ever.   Refrain 
  
Surely the righteous will never be / shaken; 
    they will be remembered for- / ever. 
Their hearts are secure, they will / have no fear; 
    in the end they will look in triumph / on their foes. 
 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 

Text: The Holy Bible, English Standard Version 
Text: © 2001 Crossway. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
Music: © 2010 Kevin Hildebrand. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
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Second Reading James 2: 1-13 (EHV) 

My brothers, have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ without showing favor-

itism. 2 For example, suppose a man enters your worship assembly[a] wearing 

gold rings and fine clothing, and a poor man also enters wearing filthy cloth-

ing. 3 If you look with favor on the man wearing fine clothing and say, “Sit here 

in this good place,” but you tell the poor man, “Stand over there” or “Sit down 

here[b] at my feet,” 4 have you not made a distinction among yourselves and be-

come judges with evil opinions? 5 Listen, my dear brothers, has not God chosen 

those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the king-

dom, which he promised to those who love him? 6 But you dishonored the poor 

man. Don’t the rich oppress you, and don’t they drag you into court? 7 Aren’t 

they the ones who blaspheme the noble name that was pronounced over 

you? 8 However, if you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture: 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,”[c] you are doing well. 9 But if you 

show favoritism, you are committing a sin, since you are convicted by this law 

as transgressors. 

10 In fact, whoever keeps the whole law but stumbles in one point has become 

guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For the one who said, “Do not commit adul-

tery,”[d] also said, “Do not commit murder.”[e] Now if you do not commit adul-

tery, but you do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the 

law. 12 So speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law of free-

dom. 13 For there will be judgment without mercy on the one who has not 

shown mercy. Mercy triumphs[f] over judgment.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation  CW 161 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 

 

Gospel  Luke 14: 1, 7-14 (EHV) 
One Sabbath day, when Jesus went into the house of a leader of the Pharisees 

to eat bread, they were watching him closely. 

7 When he noticed how they were selecting the places of honor, he told the in-

vited guests a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding ban-

quet, do not recline in the place of honor, or perhaps someone more distin-

guished than you may have been invited by him. 9 The one who invited both of 

you may come and tell you, ‘Give this man your place.’ Then you will begin, with 

shame, to take the lowest place. 

10 “But when you are invited, go and recline in the lowest place, so that when 

the one who invited you comes, he will tell you, ‘Friend, move up to a higher 

place.’ Then you will have honor in the presence of all who are reclining at the 

table with you. 
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11 “Yes, everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 

himself will be exalted.” 

12 He also said to the one who had invited him, “When you make a dinner or a 

supper, do not invite your friends, or your brothers, or your relatives, or rich 

neighbors, so that perhaps they may also return the favor and pay you back. 

13 “But when you make a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 

blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. Certainly, you 

will be repaid in the resurrection of the righteous.”  

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

 

729 Son of God, Eternal Savior  CW 729 
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Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, abr., alt. 
Tune: The Revivalist, Troy, 1868, ed. Joseph Hillman 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                            Hard Truth: The Humble Will Be Exalted 
  

 
Stand 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift 
of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you 
for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may 
grow and love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train 
them in lives of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly 
walks of life. 
  
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, adminis-
ter, and judge our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine 
and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose 
work is difficult or dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those 
who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws 
near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
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We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who 
now rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sad-
ness. 
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 
Stand 

 

Preface  CW 165 
 
The Lord be with you 

 
 
Lift up your hearts 
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Let us give thank to the Lord our  God. 

 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his 
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. 
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you 
sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. 
Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incar-
nate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill 
your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eter-
nal death all who believe in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have 
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spir-
it, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your 
Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my + body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God  CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 
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Distribution Hymn CW 659 

 

 

 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; John Hus, c. 1369–1415 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1533, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

5 Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, 
and receive my grace and favor; 
those who feel no pain or ill 
need no physician’s help or skill.” 

 
6 Then hold fast with faith unshaken 

that this food is to be taken 
by the souls who are distressed, 
by hearts that long for peace and rest. 

7 Praise the Father, who from heaven 
unto us such food has given 
and, to mend what we have done, 
gave into death his only Son. 

 
8 If your heart this truth professes 

and your mouth your sin confesses, 
surely you will be his guest 
and at his banquet ever blest. 
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660 Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face CW 660 

 

 

 

Stand 
 

5 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 
 the feast, though not the love, is past and gone. 
The bread and wine remove, but you are here, 
nearer than ever, still my shield and sun. 

6 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 
yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 
giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
the Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and 
love. 
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. 
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our 
love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
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951 Lord, Now You Let Your Servant CW 951 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. 
Tune: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. James E. Engel, 1925–1989 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR   August 28—September 4 
 
Today 9:00 am   Worship w/Communion 
   10:25 am  Sunday School 

     Bible Class 
         

Thursday 4:40 pm  Catechism Class 
   6:30 pm  Bible Class—End Times  

 
Sunday 9:00 am      Worship  

  10:25 am  Sunday School 
     Bible Class 

 
Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on 
Monday through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on 
Thursday through Saturday.  
 
The Word for next Sunday: 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Philemon 1,7-21, Luke 14:25-35 
 

In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his 
people. Please keep these members and families in your prayers.  
Contact Pastor to add someone to this list. 
 

Ukraine 
Dylan and Ursula Heuer expecting in October 
Zach and Rylee Bacon expecting in November 
Ken Gibb recovery from lung transplant 
 
 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/beautifulsaviorwdsm 
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/beautifulsaviorlutheranc/ 

TikTok:  https://www.tiktok.com/@beautifulsaviorlutheran?lang=en 
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 “Jesus went through the towns and villages, teach-
ing as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). 
Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is 
going to die. If you expect Jesus to use these final 
teaching opportunities to share happy thoughts, you 
don’t know him well. With a sense of extreme urgen-
cy, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even if we 
do not want to hear them. As Jesus teaches hard 
truth, he challenges conventional wisdom. He revers-
es the normal and natural order of things. This 
should not surprise us, considering this Teacher’s life 
and work are the opposite of what one would ex-

pect. When the truth is hard to hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We can-
not do that with Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth is hard to 
hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to 
court eternal death. Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take 
to heart what Jesus says! For his Word, though it contains hard truth, gives 
eternal life.  
 
The Humble Will Be Exalted; The Exalted Will Be Humbled  
Everyone knows that humility is a positive trait and pride is a negative one. So, 
why bother talking about what we already know? Because in spite of that 
knowledge, we still helplessly fall into the trap of pride. We cannot help but 
think that our ascent to the exalted status we desire is our responsibility. We 
even take our exaltation into our own hands, either by treating poorly those 
we believe we can stand on top of or by showing favoritism to those we be-
lieve can provide us with upward mobility. Rather than minimizing pride as a 
sin that is common or harmless, Jesus’ words today confront us with this hard 
truth. Those who exalt themselves will be humbled by God. But Jesus also 
gives us the promise we need to be freed from pride’s trap. Our exaltation 
doesn’t need to be our responsibility because Jesus has already made it his. 
Those who humble themselves, Christ will exalt.  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Take Me Out to the Ballgame!     August 28 
Sunday, August 28, Iowa Cubs vs. St. Paul Saints at 1:08 pm.     
If you signed up, your tickets are available today. 
 
K-Group         August 29 
The monthly Out-to-Dinner group is open to all and meets at 6:30 pm  
at Tavern II, 1755 50th St, West Des Moines.   Contact Carolyn Stroh to be add-
ed to the reservation 
 
Catechism Class       August 25 
Thursdays   4:30—5:30 
 
Thursday Bible Class        Sept 1 
END TIMES 
Begins August 25 at 6:30 pm.  
 
There are many theories about what is going to happen before  
and when Jesus returns. Join us to see what the Lord says about  
the “End Times” in the Scriptures.  
 
Church Nature Walk       September 10 
Join us at Brown's Woods  
(465 SE Brown's Woods Dr, West Des Moines) for a devotion  
and nature walk. Good for all ages. Hike a short distance or  
take the long way (4 miles).  
9:00 am on September 10  
 

Sunday School Rally Day      September 11 
10:15-11:15 am 
Preschool—8th grade 
 
Sunday Adult/Teen Bible Class     September 11 
10:15-11:15 am 
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New Member Course      September 17 
Third Saturdays, 9 am—Noon 
July 16, August 20, September 17, October 15 
 
The lessons from “Basic Bible Christianity” go through the basic  
teachings of the Bible. Completion of the courses prepares  
someone to become a member of our congregation. It is also a  
great refresher for current members. Invite a friend to join you  
on these four Saturdays.  Meet at Beautiful Savior Lutheran. 
 
Fall Church Clean Up Day      September 24 
Many hands make light work 
 
LWMS Fall Meeting         October 29 
Joint Reformation Service      October 29 
 
Wild Rose and Great River Circuits 
Fall LWMS Joint Rally  
 
Date: Saturday, October 29 
Speaker: Mr. Shannon Bohme 
Topic: WELS Mission Journeys 
Registration start: 12:45 pm 
Location: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church - Cedar Rapids, IA 
 
Full schedule: 
12:45-1:15 registration / sign in 
1:15 Opening devotion 
1:30 Speaker 
2:45 Business Meeting 
3:30 (or earlier) Closing prayer 
  
Joint Reformation Service 
4:00 pm Worship 
5:15 (or so) Meal 
 


