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The First Will Be Last; The Last Will Be First  
 
 

August 21, 2022 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  West Des Moines, IA 
Sunday, August 21, 2022 
 
 
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today. 

 

Please sign in so we may have a record of your worship. 
 

 

THE SERVICE  Setting I     pg 154 

 
 
Serving Today 
 
   Rev. Roger Neumann, Grace, Oskaloosa 
 
 Accompanist Teresa Ennen 
 Special Music Marianna Esquivel 
 
 Streaming Justin Christian 
 
 Bible Study Andrew Wagner 

 
 
 

8051 EP True Pkwy, West Des Moines, IA 50266 (515) 225-4392 
 

Vacancy Pastor 
Pastor Mathew Pfeifer  Pastor@lhelc.org 

(515) 771-5111 
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621 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven CW 621 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847 
Tune: John Goss, 1800–1880 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
 Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
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Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and that 
we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

First Reading Isaiah 66:18–24 (EHV) 

18 As for me, because of their works and their thoughts, 
the time is coming for me to gather people from all nations 
    and all languages. 
They will come, and they will see my glory. 

19  Then I will set up a sign among them, 
and I will send out survivors from among them to the nations, to Tarshish, 
Pul, and Lud, to those who are archers, 
to Tubal and Javan, to the distant coastlands, 
who have not heard my message and have not seen my glory.  
Then they will declare my glory among the nations. 
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20 Then they will bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to 
the L . They will bring them on horses and chariots and wagons and mules and 
dromedaries to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the L , in the same way that 
the people of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel to the L ’s house. 21 Even 
from among these people I will take priests and Levites, says the L . 

22 For just as the new heavens and the new earth that I am making will remain stand-
ing before me, declares the L , in the same way your offspring and your name will 
stand. 23 As often as one new moon follows another and one Sabbath follows anoth-
er, all flesh will come to worship before me, says the L . 

24 They will go out, and they will see the corpses of the ones who were rebelling 
against me, for their worm will not die, and their fire will not be quenched, and all 
flesh will be horrified by them. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 103A The LORD Is Kind and Merciful Psalm 103A 
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Praise the L , / my soul; 
   all my inmost being, praise his / holy name— 
who forgives / all your sins 
   and heals all your dis- / eases, 
who redeems your life / from the pit 
   and crowns you with love and com- / passion, 
who satisfies your desires / with good things 
   so that your youth is renewed like the / eagle’s.    Refrain 
  
The L  is compassionate and / gracious, 
   slow to anger, abound- / ing in love. 
He does not treat us as our / sins deserve 
   or repay us according to our in- / iquities. 
For as high as the heavens are a- / bove the earth, 
   so great is his love for those who / fear him; 
as far as the east is / from the west, 
   so far has he removed our transgressions / from us. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Text: Lectionary for Mass 
Tune: Paul Tate, alt. 
Setting: Paul Tate, alt. 
Text: © 1969, 1981, 1997 ICEL. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
Music: © 2013 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
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Second Reading Hebrews 12:18–24 (EHV) 
18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to burning fire, to dark-
ness, to gloom, to a raging storm, 19 to the sound of a trumpet, and to a voice that 
spoke. Those who heard the voice asked that not one more word be add-
ed, 20 because they could not endure what was commanded: “If even an animal 
touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” 21 The sight was so terrifying that even 
Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 

 
22 Instead, you have come to Mount Zion, the city of the living God; to the heavenly 
Jerusalem; to tens of thousands of angels in joyful assembly; 23 to the church of the 
firstborn whose names are written in heaven; to God, who is the judge of all; to the 
spirits of righteous people who have been made perfect; 24 to Jesus, the mediator of 
a new testament; and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better message than the 
blood of Abel. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation CW 161 

 

 
Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
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Gospel Luke 13:22–30 (EHV) 
22 He went on his way from one town and village to another, teaching, and making 
his way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone said to him, “Lord, are only a few going to be 
saved?” 
 
He said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell 
you, will try to enter and will not be able. 25 Once the master of the house gets up 
and shuts the door, you will begin to stand outside and knock on the door, saying, 
‘Lord, open for us!’ He will tell you in reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 
from.’ 26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you 
taught in our streets.’ 27 And he will say, ‘I don’t know where you come from. Depart 
from me, all you evildoers.’ 28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you 
see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you 
yourselves thrown outside. 29 People will come from east and west, from north and 
south, and will recline at the table in the kingdom of God. 30 And note this: Some are 
last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
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698 Seek Where You May to Find a Way CW 698 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Arthur P. Voss, 1899–1955, alt.; Georg Weissel, 1590–1635, abr. 
Tune: Johann Stobäus, 1580–1646 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Service Builder no. 30049785 
Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon The Two Foundations 
 Mt. 7:24-29 (EHV) 

24 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on bedrock. 25 The rain came down, the rivers rose, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house. But it did not fall, because it was 
founded on bedrock. 26 Everyone who hears these words of mine but does not 
do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came 
down, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell—it was completely destroyed.” 
 
28 When Jesus finished speaking these words, the crowds were amazed at his 
teaching, 29 because he taught them as one who had authority, and not like 
their experts in the law. 

 
Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of 
your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the 
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may 
grow and love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them 
in lives of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks 
of life. 
  
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, 
and judge our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine 
and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose 
work is difficult or dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
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Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here 
name the person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecu-
tion for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now 
rest from their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are 
mourning or living with sadness. 
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

Good News for Kids 

Offering 
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798 I Lay My Sins on Jesus CW 798 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt. 
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and com-
forted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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705 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways CW 705 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt. 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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THIS WEEK AT BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR   August 21—28 
 
Today  9:00 am   Worship  
      Rev. Roger Neumann (Grace, Oskaloosa) 
   10:25 am  Sunday School 

     Bible Class 
         

Thursday 4:40 pm  Catechism Class 
   6:30 pm  Bible Class—End Times  

 
Sunday 9:00 am      Worship w/Communion 

      
   10:25 am  Sunday School 

     Bible Class 
      

 
 
Prepare for Next Sunday 
For a simple devotional reading plan, review the readings for this week on Monday 
through Wednesday. Then read the Scripture for next Sunday on Thursday through 
Saturday.  
 
The Word for next Sunday: 

Proverbs 25:6-7a, James 2:1-13, Luke 14:1,7-14 
 

 
In Our Prayers 
The Lord is eager to hear the prayers of thanks and petitions for help from his 
people. Please keep these members and families in your prayers.  
Contact Pastor to add someone to this list. 
 

Ukraine 
Dylan and Ursula Heuer expecting in October 
Zach and Rylee Bacon expecting in November 
Ken Gibb recovery from lung transplant 
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 “Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching 
as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 13:22). Jesus 
knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to 
die. If you expect Jesus to use these final teaching op-
portunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know 
him well. With a sense of extreme urgency, Jesus 
shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want 
to hear them. As Jesus teaches hard truth, he challeng-
es conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and 
natural order of things. This should not surprise us, 
considering this Teacher’s life and work are the oppo-
site of what one would expect. When the truth is hard 
to hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot 

do that with Jesus’ teaching, for he never lies. When the truth is hard to hear, the 
second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is to court eternal 
death. Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Je-
sus says! For his Word, though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life.  
 
 
The First Will Be Last; The Last Will Be First  
When it comes to the difficult and uncomfortable topic of who goes to heaven and 
who goes to hell, it is natural to want to avoid the issue. One way we do that is to 
direct our attention to theoretical questions. “What is heaven like?” “How old will 
we be there?” Today, someone asks Jesus, “Lord, are only a few going to be 
saved?” Jesus brushes these questions aside. Instead, he answers the question we 
should be asking. Rather than talking about how many will be saved, Jesus explains 
how to be among the saved. What he teaches today through his Word is a hard 
truth. The doorway into heaven is narrow. Scripture consistently teaches that those 
individuals who are certain they will be first through that door are more likely to be 
last, if they make it through at all. Instead, the one who believes he is the last one 
God should let into his kingdom and that his only chance of getting in is through the 
grace of Christ will enter first.  


